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Ed i to rial

Will local lan guage pub li ca tions replace ma jor Eng lish-lan guage jour nals?

Hervé Maisonneuve
Pub lic Health Department, Paris 7 Uni ver sity, 75010 Paris, France; hervemaison@wanadoo.fr

Eng lish lan guage pub li ca tions and data bases appear
to dom i nate the world of sci ence. How ever, scientists
com mu ni cate with their peers and the public in their
local lan guage and obtain infor ma tion from their
local sci en tific and med i cal jour nals. The ESE series
“Editing around the world”, edited by Edward
Towpik, has told us some thing about edit ing and
pub lish ing prac tices in var i ous coun tries, and
med i cal pub lish ing in Japan [1] is fea tured in this
issue.

Many flourishing non-Eng lish pub li ca tions
Poland [2] has a his tory of sci en tific publishing in
which the polit i cal sit u a tion played a part. Until the
fall of the Berlin Wall, edi to rial activ i ties were the
pre serve of aca dem ics, while logis tics and cir cu la tion
were the con cern of state pub lish ers. When the latter
were privatized, some of the sci en tific jour nals no
longer appeared. 

In Croatia [3], the Cro atian Med i cal Jour nal has
received some inter na tional rec og ni tion, being
pub lished in Eng lish. However, this jour nal faces the
prob lems of a small sci en tific com mu nity, with a
scarcity of good review ers and an insuf fi cient
under stand ing of com monly accepted edi to rial
prac tices. 

In China there is intense activ ity [4]. According to A
guide to the core jour nals of China, there are at least
10 000 sci en tific jour nals, and a number of
com mer cial data bases with bibliometric data. Of
these jour nals, 210 are pub lished in Eng lish.

Many Span ish-lan guage pro jects [5] and data bases
have been launched. With both Span ish and
Por tu guese being used, work done in Latin Amer i can
coun tries is receiv ing rec og ni tion. 

In Russia [6], pub li ca tions were for merly state-
man aged and the number of pub li ca tions fell after the 
dis in te gra tion of the USSR. Now there are pri vate
pub lish ers, and lib er al ism permits new pro jects,
though with some offi cial con trol.

In France [7], pro fes sion al ism in edi to rial prac tices
is not well devel oped, although one independent
med i cal jour nal with a cir cu la tion of 30 000 is unique
in having 100% of its income from sub scriptions, with
no adver tis ing at all (La Revue Prescrire). 

Roles for lo cal jour nals
Sci en tists don’t accept a cul ture that is dif fi cult to
apply to local habits, so they prefer to read jour nals in
their local lan guage. The main sci en tific dis cov er ies
are prob a bly pub lished in Eng lish, but in China,
Russia and other large coun tries journals in the local
lan guage are the main source of pro fes sional
infor ma tion. Edu ca tion is a major role for these
jour nals, which adapt inter na tional advances to local

prac tices for a wide public. Most learned societies
wish to publish their journals even though this is
economically unre al is tic, and academic scientists use
these journals to pub lish their research.

Quality of lo cal lan guage sci en tific jour nals
In most arti cles in the ESE series the authors have
men tioned the poor under stand ing of edit ing and
pub lish ing prac tices. We have few data about the
qual ity of pub li ca tions. If qual ity includes pro vid ing
non-biased and accu rate infor ma tion, most jour nals
(includ ing the Eng lish-lan guage ones) have some way 
to go. In med i cine these jour nals cir cu late pharma-
ceutical mes sages known as “infomercials”. Editing is
usu ally a part-time job, except in China and a few
other coun tries. Courses for edi tors and authors are
needed, but courses in just the Eng lish lan guage are
not suf fi cient; train ing for edi tors in the local lan guage 
is nec es sary, but few skilled teach ers have the time to
train young edi tors. Peer review should be more
widely accepted and used.

What have we learned?
Many jour nals of poor quality have a strong impact on 
read ers (gen eral prac ti tio ners, for exam ple). Business
is more impor tant than sci ence. Quality is impor tant
but nobody seems con cerned about this. The volume
of infor ma tion will con tinue to increase, and EASE
has a role to play in encour ag ing experienced edi tors
to help to imple ment good edit ing prac tices
every where.

Note
All con tri bu tions to the ESE series so far have been from
non-English speak ing coun tries. We hope to find authors
from North Amer ica, Eng land and else where (Ger many,
Italy, Scan di na via and others).
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Articles

Outsourcing and the fu ture of ed it ing

Terry Clay ton
Red Plough In ter na tional Co. Ltd, PO Box 391 GPO, Muang Udon Thani, 41000, Thai land; clayton@loxinfo.co.th

If you live in North Amer ica or West ern Europe and
earn your income doing some form of edi to rial work,
you may be look ing at the cur rent trend in
outsourcing with some alarm. Just how wor ried you
should be will depend on your niche in the
edi to rial/pub lish ing food chain. An arti cle in Folio
magazine by Karen Holt (2004) pro vides sev eral
illu mi nat ing exam ples of the cur rent outsourcing
trend.

Boma, a Phil ip pine com pany, charges $50 per page
for layout and design, a price that includes send ing
the pages elec tron i cally to cli ents three times for
proof ing. Boma pays its staff about $12,000 a year for a
job that might pay $60 000 in the USA. In case that
sounds like “exploi ta tion”, the aver age per capita
income in the Phil ip pines is just under 2000 Euros
(£1350; $2400) a year (yes, that’s “year” not “month”).
Being an editor in the Phil ip pines is a good job.

Office Tiger, another exam ple from Holt (2004), is an 
Indian com pany with a staff of 1650 with offices in
New York and London. Tiger started in 1999 by
offer ing research, anal y sis and pro duc tion ser vices to
law firms and invest ment banks. It was an easy move
to start pro duc ing annual reports and other com pany
pub li ca tions. Now Tiger is moving into prepress and
edi to rial sup port to mag a zines.

Many Amer i can and Euro pean edi tors wonder if
edi tors in India can master nuances of style well
enough to smooth copy for a gour met mag a zine
aimed at upper middle-class Amer i cans. Can a
graphic designer in the Phil ip pines create the right
“look” for a Brit ish ‘teen fash ion pub li ca tion? Before
you join the chorus with an emphatic “no”, con sider
that many over seas designers and edi tors were
trained in the West and that many of the firms
employ ing them are under West ern man age ment or
are part ners of West ern firms.

Pro fes sional journals have been quick to follow in
the steps of niche market mag a zines. Pub lishers are
dis cov er ing that instead of invest ing in expen sive
soft ware and staff, they can outsource work to India or 
the Phil ip pines and save up to 80% of the cost of doing
the work in-house. One such exam ple is SPI Pub lisher
Ser vices, a Manila-based com pany doing layout and
copy edit ing as well as file con ver sion from print to
elec tronic format for pro fes sional and schol arly
jour nals. SPI’s rev e nues have been grow ing 50% a year 
for the past two years and are expected to reach $15
mil lion this year.

Many Amer i can and Euro pean edi tors would like
to think that edit ing is too “com pli cated” to be done
well by some one in another coun try. Karen Holt
quotes Barbara Wallraff, a lan guage col um nist for the
Atlan tic Monthly and editor of the Copy Editor
newsletter, who says: “If it’s qual ity that the

com pa nies care about for the great major ity of
copy edit ing appli ca tions, offshoring would n’t be
the way to go. So we need to do a good job of
explain ing why good, solid domes tic edit ing does
have value.”

Wallraff’s Ameri-centric view may be right — up to 
a point. Most sci ence pub lish ers are not looking for
sophis ti cated style. What they want is noth ing more
com pli cated than clear, error-free copy. MD Writers,
an Indian firm with Amer i can links, has six Indian
phy si cians under con tract who write, research,
copy edit and fact-check mate rial for con sumer and
pro fes sional audi ences. MD Writers sup plies con tent
for web sites, ghost-writes arti cles for peer-reviewed
jour nals and pre pares mate rial for con tin u ing
edu ca tion courses. The Indian doctors hired to do the
work typically make $1200 to $2000 a month — a
wel come sup ple ment to their income. Accord ing to
MD’s owner, it takes only three months to train
Indian doc tors to write Amer i can-style copy.

Not all ed it ing can be outsourced
The first step in get ting a grip on the outsourcing
issue is to step back from the edi to rial trees and have
a look at the pro fes sional forest. 

In a Lancet com men tary on 21st century bio med i cal
jour nals, Rich ard Horton (2003) reminded us that
edit ing and pub lish ing are “sep a rate but
inter de pen dent activ i ties car ried out by people with
dif fer ent train ing, skills and inter ests”. Pub lishers are 
in the busi ness of bring ing con tent to read ers. Their
skill sets include mar ket ing, sales, data base
man age ment and other busi ness appli ca tions. Their
suc cess is judged by how well they deliver
infor ma tion and by the profit they make. 

Edi tors, says Horton, are typ i cally “the peers of
authors and read ers, pre pared by expe ri ence and
inter est to act on their behalf”. Man aging edi tors help 
to ensure qual ity by select ing mate rial they con sider
to be appro pri ate for the pub li ca tion’s read ers and
improv ing it for the read ers’ ben e fit. Suc cess is
mea sured in terms of how well they build and retain
an audi ence of read ers. 

In the heat of the debate on outsourcing we forget
that “edit ing” is not a single pro fes sion but a clus ter
of spe cial ist skills. The range includes activ i ties
typ i cally described by titles such as man ag ing editor,
book editor, photo editor, copy editor and
proof reader. 

People work ing at the man a ge rial and super vi sory
levels of edit ing have little to fear from outsourcing in 
the imme di ate future. The big shift in outsourced jobs 
will be in those areas that can be auto mated or do not
require a high level of Eng lish lan guage flu ency. A lot
of rou tine “clean ing up” can already be han dled with 

European Science Editing August 2005; vol. 31(3) 74 Articles

mailto:clayton@loxinfo.co.th


Articles 75 European Science Editing August 2005; vol. 31(3)

common desk top tools and there are more on the
way. Despite what some Amer i can and Euro pean
edi tors would like to think, it does not require a high
level of lan guage abil ity to cor rect sub ject–verb
agree ments, check for con sis tent cap i tal iza tion or
apply house style and XML tags. And thanks to the
highly suc cess ful export of Eng lish-lan guage train ing 
programmes, the level of flu ency among so-called
“non-native speak ers” is steadily improv ing.

Noth ing new in outsourcing 
The second step in assess ing the impact of
outsourcing on our pro fes sion is real iz ing that there
has always been an ebb and flow of outsourcing
ser vices and bring ing them back into the com pany
struc ture as tech nol ogy and eco nomic con di tions
change. The three main rea sons that com pa nies cite
for outsourcing are to reduce and con trol oper at ing
costs, to free inter nal resources for other pur poses,
and to improve the com pany’s focus. Tech nol ogy and
the glob al iza tion of busi ness are the main forces
driv ing the cur rent wave of outsourcing.

In the USA, Gart ner Inc. ear lier pre dicted that 25%
of the jobs in the US IT indus try will have moved
off shore by 2010. For rester Research pre dicts that
$136 bil lion in wages, or 3.3 mil lion jobs, will move
off shore in the next 10 years. And these fig ures do not
include West ern Europe. 

The cur rent round of outsourcing came to public
atten tion when Amer i can com pa nies dis cov ered that
Indian and Chinese com puter pro gram mers were as
good as but cheaper than Amer i can pro gram mers.
Indian and Chi nese pro gram mers work ing in
Amer ica were just as upset about this as their
Amer i can col leagues. India had the early advan tage
because its workforce has good Eng lish lan guage
skills. This advan tage allowed enter pris ing Indian
entre pre neurs to bid for and win con tracts to take on
“back office” func tions. 

First it was data entry for insur ance claims, then
credit card and mem ber ship appli ca tions, cat a logue
order ing, stock market research reports and most
recently research and devel op ment. In the USA the
recent move to outsourcing was fuelled in part by a
law that allows com pa nies to defer paying taxes on
money earned over seas. This helps explain why
Indian com pa nies like Tata Con sul tancy Ser vices and
Infosys have seen increases of 40–50% or more in their
soft ware ser vices. The call centre busi ness is boom ing 
to the point where there is a chronic labour short age
of qual i fied staff in India. Given the double ben e fit of
cost sav ings and deferred taxes, it is hardly sur pris ing
that other indus tries have started to look at what
outsourcing can offer. Pub lishing is no excep tion. 

Pub lishing has been a tech nol ogy-driven busi ness
since Gutenberg invented the mov able type press.
The only thing that has changed in the world of
pub lish ing is the rate of change. Pub lishers have
always outsourced their print ing. Off shore
entre pre neurs, often trained in the West, started
bid ding for print jobs as soon as they could afford
presses of suit able qual ity and the staff to oper ate
them. Infor ma tion tech nol ogy fur ther low ered costs
by allow ing data to be trans mit ted elec tronically to

remote presses. My Herald Tri bune is laid out in
London but printed in Sin ga pore and a dozen other
cities in the world. As the skill level of the human
resource pool has improved in “devel op ing”
coun tries, pub lish ers have been able to per suade their
off shore print ers to take on graphic design and page
layout. Off shore print ers will outsource these
func tions to local shops or set up their own
depart ment or sub sid iary company in a pro cess of
ver ti cal inte gra tion. The more “tech ni cal” levels of
edit ing, i.e. copy edit ing, are the next log i cal step.

Limits to growth 
While the trend to outsourcing the tech ni cal levels of
edit ing will most cer tainly con tinue and even
prog ress up the edi to rial food chain, it will face a
number of lim i ta tions. First, the number of
pub li ca tions that need edit ing is increas ing more
rap idly than the number of qual i fied Eng lish speak ers 
in devel op ing coun tries who have the skills,
expe ri ence and incli na tion to edit. There are a lim ited
number of coun tries where the gen eral level of
Eng lish is good enough to take on copy edit ing,
mainly India, China, Sri Lanka, the Phil ip pines and
Sin ga pore. As more pub lish ers move work off shore,
com pe ti tion for qual i fied copy editors among off shore 
com pa nies will increase, driv ing up their costs and
nar row ing the gap some what between them and
Amer i can and Euro pean pro vid ers. 

Amer i can and Euro pean pub lish ers must also
con sider the risks involved in outsourcing to
devel op ing coun tries. One risk is the poten tial loss of
intel lec tual prop erty and pro pri etary busi ness-
pro cess infor ma tion. China, which pro duces most of
the world’s pirated goods, has no laws to pro tect
intel lec tual assets such as edi to rial and pro duc tion
soft ware, not to men tion the con tent itself. 

Ter ror ist net works oper ate in some of the regions
where com pa nies look to outsource. Outsourcing
means that daily oper a tions could be dis rupted by a
ter ror ist attack. A polit i cal sit u a tion, such as a threat of 
armed con flict between Paki stan and India, could
shut down off shore oper a tions. 

Finally, even in this much-hyped age of advanced
tele com mu ni ca tions tech nol ogy it can be dif fi cult to
con vince cli ents and poten tial cus tom ers that their
infor ma tion is secure with a com pany thou sands of
miles away in a region they may per ceive to be
unsta ble. Some times people are will ing to pay a little
more for the sense of secu rity that comes with doing
busi ness face-to-face.

Ad vice to ed i tors
A prac ti cal response to outsourcing is to real ize that
the pub lish ing indus try is grow ing by leaps and
bounds, and the need for qual i fied edi tors along with
it. There should be ample room to pros per and grow
for anyone with an eye for oppor tu nity. 

Start by paying atten tion to the cur rent trends in
pub lish ing, such as open access and single source
publishing. Great changes are afoot, and you can’t be
pre pared if you don’t know what’s hap pen ing. Keep
up your mem ber ship in pro fes sional orga ni za tions
like EASE, go to con fer ences, and scan the trade



mag a zines, web sites and internet dis cus sion groups
where these issues are under active dis cus sion. 

Second, keep up with the tech nol ogy. If you think
there is some thing charming, roman tic or purist about
refus ing to go dig i tal, then good luck to you. In the
long term, new tech nol ogy cre ates more jobs and
oppor tu ni ties than it elim i nates. Plan on updat ing
your hard ware and soft ware reg u larly; learn to use
new tools and keep up with the dis cus sions on their
rel a tive merits. Even at the man a ge rial level, edi tors
can no longer afford to del e gate the “tech ni cal stuff”
entirely to the IT depart ment. This includes “get ting
con nected” to the mobile phone, wire less, FTP and
internet net works where the changes are hap pen ing.

Finally, look for ways of adding value to the ser vices
you offer. As a freelance editor or small enter prise, you 
can’t hope to com pete with a shop in Manila that has
20 well-educated Fil i pi nos grind ing through 10,000
pages of tech ni cal text a month — and doing a good
job of it. The ques tion is “Why would you want to?”
With the amount of printed infor ma tion being cre ated
and dis sem i nated today, there is no short age of

reward ing work for com pe tent, qual i fied, busi ness-
minded editors. 
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How do sci en tists read and write book reviews?
James Hartley
School of Psy chol ogy, Keele Uni ver sity, Keele, Staffordshire, ST5 5BG, UK. j.hartley@psy.keele.ac.uk

Abstract
This paper out lines the results obtained from a
ques tion naire on read ing and writ ing book
reviews completed by 51 sci en tists, half of whom 
were mem bers of EASE.

The impor tance of book review ing in aca demic
jour nals cannot be denied but there is little research on 
how aca dem ics read and write book reviews. What
there is (in terms of volume) sug gests that book
review ing is per haps more impor tant in the arts and
the social sciences than it is in the natural sciences.
This paper pres ents a sum mary of the results I
obtained in a survey of aca dem ics in the Nat u ral
Sci ences when I asked them, via an elec tronic
ques tion naire, to com ment on the pro cesses of read ing 
and writ ing book reviews. Fifty-one par tic i pants
responded. Thirty-six had both read and writ ten book
reviews; and 15 had read but not writ ten any book
reviews. Just over a half (24) were mem bers of EASE
and two-thirds were men. Although most of the
respon dents came from the UK, mem bers of the total
sample came from 14 dif fer ent coun tries.

Most pre vi ous research on book reviews has
con cen trated on the nature and con tent of book
reviews, and some of it addresses their aca demic
impor tance. Few stud ies, how ever, have exam ined
how people actu ally write reviews (but see Hyland
2000). In this enquiry I report on how my respon dents
both read and write book reviews, and on what they
think are their impor tant qual i ties. (Copies of the
ques tion naire can be found at www.keele.ac.
uk/depts/ps/jimh/jim.htm and more detailed results
are avail able from the author.)

Re sults
Read ing book reviews
Most respon dents reported read ing between one and 
five book reviews a month, and they rated this
activ ity to be gen er ally “useful”. About 50% of the
par tic i pants had ordered books for their own
per sonal use on the basis of read ing a book review,
and about 70% had also “some times” ordered books
for their insti tu tions on this basis. The major ity of the
par tic i pants (70%) did not read all of the pub lished
reviews in either the pop u lar or specialized jour nals
of their dis ci pline but con cen trated on read ing only
the ones that were per ti nent to their spe cific inter ests.
Fifty per cent reported that read ing book reviews was 
“useful” or “very useful” for their research but only
25% reported that this was the case for their teach ing.
Table 1 shows the dis tri bu tions of the responses to
items in an aca demic book review that par tic i pants
thought to be of value, arranged in rank order. 

Twenty-two of the respon dents (43%) recalled
read ing an out stand ing book review (but only one
gave an actual cita tion). Some of the things said about 
such reviews were:

It made me want to buy the book.
A bal anced crit i cal eval u a tion.
An over view of a topic that I had not thought to       

be inter est ing.
It made a the o ret i cal con tri bu tion in its own   

right.
Suc cinct, infor ma tive, and well writ ten.
It made the book come to life.
Twenty-six of the respon dents (51%) recalled

read ing a dread ful book review. Some of the things
said about such reviews were: 
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Ta ble 1. Items val ued in book re views 
(51 re spon dents)*

Mode  Item
1 A straight for ward over view of what the book is

about
2 In for ma tion about the in tended au di ence
2 A cri tique of the ar gu ment of the book
2 An eval u a tion of the book’s ac a demic cred i bil ity
2 A com par i son with other books in the field
2 An as sess ment of the book’s use ful ness for its

in tended au di ence
2 In for ma tion about the price
2 In for ma tion about the num ber of pages
3 A sub stan tial as op posed to brief dis cus sion
3 A well-known per son as au thor of the re view
3 An at tempt to po si tion the book in its his tor i cal

con text
3 A chap ter-by-chapter struc ture

*Each item was rated on a five-point scale where 1 = highly
val ued, 3 = neu tral, and 5 = not val ued.

Bland and descrip tive.
Point less, unin for ma tive, inde ci sive, bor ing.
A mere list ing of the con tents.
Per sonally abu sive about the author’s cre den tials:

a dia tribe.
Pre ten tious, unkind, care less, and where the main

focus was on cher ish ing the reviewer’s ego.
Finally in this sec tion of the ques tion naire the

respon dents were asked to nom i nate from a list any
par tic u lar sug ges tions that they thought might
enhance the aca demic stand ing of book reviews. Here 
half of the respon dents sup ported the idea that citing
aca demic ref er ences in book reviews would do this.
The next most pop u lar sug ges tions (from 40% of the
sample) were (1) that insti tu tions should give
aca demic credit for writ ing book reviews, and (2) that 
jour nals might like to nom i nate their out stand ing
review of the year. Any sug ges tions about chang ing
the typo graphic layout of book reviews received little
sup port.

Writ ing book reviews
Twenty-two of the 36 sci en tists who had writ ten
reviews (61%) reported writ ing one to two reviews in
the last 12 months, six (17%) reported writ ing three or 
four, and two (6%) reported writ ing five or more. Six
(17%) reported not writ ing any reviews in the
pre vi ous year but still con sid ered them selves as book
review ers. as they had writ ten them in the past. Ten of 
the par tic i pants (28%) had sub mit ted unso lic ited
book reviews and eight of these had been accepted for 
pub li ca tion. Table 2 shows in rank order the number
of par tic i pants who checked var i ous rea sons that led
them to write book reviews. Some what obvi ously,
“An invi ta tion by an editor” was ranked high est, but
the data in Table 2 also indi cate that there are
altru is tic and instru men tal con sid er ations here. 

The respon dents were also asked to eval u ate the
impor tance of the var i ous fea tures of book reviews
that they had tried to include in their reviews. The
results here closely matched those pre sented in Table
1 —  so there was con sid er able agree ment in these

data between what the read ers of reviews liked and
what the writ ers of reviews tried to pro vide. This, of
course, was per haps not sur pris ing, given that the
data came from the same respon dents.

Ta ble 2. Rea sons for writ ing book re views (given by 36
book re view ers)

Num ber
agreeing Item
28 I am asked to by the ed i tor
20 I wish to in form my col leagues about the value

(or oth er wise) of a new book that may be of
in ter est to them

16 I will get a free copy of the book
8 I think that the ti tle sounds in ter est ing
8 I am flat tered to be asked
7 I ini tially think a book will be an im por tant

con tri bu tion
4 I wish to clar ify my own ideas about a set of

is sues in my field
4 I think it use ful for my c.v. to have writ ten a

book re view
3 I con clude that a book is an im por tant

con tri bu tion
1 I think that the ar gu ment needs a re join der

The par tic i pants were then asked whether they used 
roughly the same approach each time they wrote a
review, or whether what they wrote varied accord ing
to the book in ques tion. Twelve par tic i pants (33%) did
not feel that they had writ ten enough reviews to be
able to answer this ques tion. Twenty-one (58%)
thought that their approach varied with the book in
ques tion (and three of these added that it also varied
with the style of jour nal and the per mit ted word
limit). Only three (8%) thought that they used more or
less the same approach each time. As one put it, “I use
a basic ‘recipe’ that touches on all the infor ma tion that
I think read ers of book reviews need.” Unfor tu nately
none of the respon dents took the oppor tu nity — 
although they were invited —  to write a brief
para graph on how they went about writ ing book
reviews.

Dis cus sion
There appears to be high agree ment between what
read ers and writ ers of book reviews in the sci ences
think of value in book reviews but, as noted ear lier,
this is per haps not sur pris ing, given that the data
came from the same people in each case. Such
agree ment occurs, of course, only when we con sider
the over all or aver age judge ments, but there were in
fact wide vari a tions in the responses to most of the
ques tions. Some judges used the full range of the 1–5
scale on the var i ous mea sures, but some only used
points 1 and 2.

The find ings were dis ap point ing if one was hoping
to gain evi dence on how col leagues in the nat u ral
sci ences went about writ ing book reviews. Per haps I
should have asked more force fully for a para graph
from each respon dent on this, rather than sug gest ing
that it would be nice if they could pro vide it! In the
future more qual i ta tive work of the kind described by
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Hyland (2000) would be useful to amplify and expand
on the quan ti ta tive sum ma ries pro vided here. Some of 
the over all find ings qual ify pre vi ous results from the
USA. Thus the modal results on the use ful ness of
reviews for research and teach ing are slightly
dif fer ent from those reported for sci en tists by Spink et
al. (1998). These inves ti ga tors reported, with a much
larger sample, that their respon dents found book
reviews to be slightly more useful for their teach ing
than for their research.

None the less, the data pre sented here about the
qual i ties of good and poor reviews, and what read ers
and writ ers look for in reviews, are con sis tent with the
advice given on the web and in books and schol arly
jour nals (and to mem bers of EASE: Lomax, 2003). The
data shown in Table 1 are con sis tent with the views of
Motta-Roth (1998) and Nicolaisen (2002) who say that
there are key ele ments in book reviews, irre spec tive of
their dis ci pline. If we agree that there are such
ele ments then this has impli ca tions for how reviews
might be writ ten better (by not leav ing any key
ele ment out) and for giving instruc tion to nov ices (by
indi cat ing what read ers and writ ers think it impor tant 
to include). Taken to extremes, the find ings pre sented
here give some sup port for the notion of “struc tured”
book reviews that are prev a lent in some med i cal
jour nals (e.g. Annals of Inter nal Med i cine). Here book
reviews are writ ten under subhead ings, much like the
“struc tured” abstracts in many med i cal research
jour nal arti cles. Critics of struc tured book reviews
argue, and I would concur, that such reviews can be
infor ma tive but dull.

Con clu sions
The data pro vided in this report sug gest that the
read ers and writ ers of book reviews in the sci ences do
have clear opin ions about what should be included,
and what a good review should con tain. Accord ingly I 
have listed these sug ges tions in Table 3 in the form of a 
poten tial check list that might help book review ers do
a better task. Jour nal edi tors might like to pro vide
such a check list at the end of their guid ance-notes for
authors with, per haps, addi tional items spe cif i cally
tai lored to their par tic u lar jour nals. 
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Ta ble 3. A po ten tial check list for book re view ers

Make sure that your re view con tains:
An early para graph say ing what the book is about,

and putt ing it in con text
In for ma tion about the in tended au di ence
   A cri tique of the ar gu ment/con tent of the book
Re marks on the strengths and lim i ta tions of the book
A note on the for mat, length and price (or value for

money)
A note (if ap pro pri ate) on how well the text is

sup ported by ta bles/di a grams/il lus tra tions
   Any sup port ing ac a demic ref er ences
If the fol low ing are not sup plied for you, please make
sure that your re view con tains:
   Ac cu rate de tails of the au thors’/ed i tors’ names and

ini tials
Date of pub li ca tion
Pub lisher and place of pub li ca tion
ISBN num ber
For mat (hard back, pa per back or soft cover)
   Num ber of pages
Price
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A sur vey of med i cal jour nal pub lish ing in Ja pan: ed i to rial board struc ture,
re view sys tems and eth ics
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There has been growing inter est recently in the
inter na tional stan dards of med i cal jour nals,
espe cially in coun tries in which the native lan guage is 
not Eng lish. Increas ingly, authors are con cerned
about whether their papers will receive due
rec og ni tion or whether pub li ca tion in a jour nal
with out an impact factor will fail to ben e fit their
career. Since most jour nals in coun tries in which the
native language is not Eng lish are pub lished in their
native lan guage, it is almost impos si ble for them to
obtain list ing in Index Medicus and an impact factor.

We there fore set out to try to clar ify the sit u a tion
con cern ing pub li ca tions in the med i cal field in Japan,
and to gain a deeper under stand ing of the pol i cies of
such jour nals. The instru ment we used to do this was
a ques tion naire we devel oped jointly, with the pro ject 
being car ried out in response to a request to one of the 
authors (BH) by Professor Edward Towpik.

Ma te rials and methods
The ques tion naire we devel oped and con ducted in
Jap a nese was based largely on reports pre vi ously
pub lished in EASE [1–6], and was also based on
dis cus sions that we had among ourselves con cern ing
what we considered to be impor tant points, in order
to pres ent a gen eral over view to inves ti ga tors,
pub lish ers, and edi tors in other coun tries about the
pres ent sit u a tion regard ing edit ing and med i cal
pub li ca tions in Japan today. We aimed to obtain
infor ma tion con cern ing (1) the edi to rial board and
staff; (2) atti tudes con cern ing their review
sys tems; ( 3) prob lems in pub lish ing ethics and
peer review; (4) atti tudes to lan guage of
pub li ca tion; and (5) trends in pub lish ing for mats.
This report deals with items 1–3). Of the 45 jour nals
approached, either through our indi vid ual
con nec tions or through the good offices of a large
Jap a nese pub lish ing com pany with which one of us
(JPB) has col lab o rated for more than 30 years,
responses were obtained from 33 (73%). As can be
seen from the Appen dix, the jour nals cover a
suf fi ciently wide range to allow us to con sider that
the results of the ques tion naire pro vide a good
over view of the sit u a tion con cern ing med i cal jour nal
pub lish ing in Japan today.

Re sults
The post of edi tor-in-chief was a part-time job in the 
over whelm ing major ity of the jour nals sur veyed
(25/33, 76%). Con cern ing posi tions other than the
edi tor-in-chief, six jour nals had full-time
employ ees, four had full-time and part-time

employ ees, and 21 had part-time only. One jour nal
gave two answers. 

In the major ity (19/33, 58%) of the jour nals, the
edi to rial board was selected by the board of direc tors.
In five jour nals, the selection was made by the
chair man of the board or the pres i dent. Nine were
chosen by the var i ous meth ods listed in Table 1. None
was chosen by public solic i ta tion or adver tis ing.

Ta ble 1. Other se lec tion meth ods of the ed i to rial board
de scribed by jour nals*

The com mit tee in charge of the annual meet ing selects the 
board

The edi tor-in-chief nom i nates the board
The edi to rial board selects can di dates from mem bers of

the soci ety who are appointed by the chair man after
being approved by the exec u tive com mit tee

(Local) chap ters make rec om men da tions
The edi tor-in-chief selects the board 
Local rep re sen ta tives make rec om men da tions which are

approved by the exec u tive com mit tee
The edi to rial board selects can di dates who are approved

and decided by the exec u tive com mit tee
The board is appointed by the chair man after dis cus sion

by the exec u tive com mit tee
The jour nal com mit tee makes rec om men da tions which

are approved by the exec u tive com mit tee

* En tries rep re sent our trans la tions of com ments made in
Jap a nese by the jour nals.

When asked whether they knew of any site or event
at which it was pos si ble for edi tors of bio med i cal
jour nals to meet and talk to other editors about
edi to rial pol i cies etc. in Japan, 22 replied no, five gave
no reply, and two did not know. How ever, four stated
they believed there was such a forum, citing edi to rial
board meet ings, the Japan Soci ety for Med i cal
Edu ca tion and the Japan Uro log i cal Society. 

Because of the recent trend in Jap a nese med i cal
fac ul ties to require a min i mum number of first-name
authored pub li ca tions in jour nals with an impact
factor in order to obtain aca demic pro mo tion, we
asked whether there was a per ceived need to have a
domes tic impact factor system for jour nals pub lished 
pri mar ily in Jap a nese. While 11 agreed, almost
double that number (20) said no, 13 of them giving
var i ous rea sons (Table 2). One jour nal did not answer 
and one indi cated that, if sig nif i cance could be
assigned to such a system, then it might be nec es sary.
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Con cern ing the accep tance rate of sub mit ted
manu scripts, 11 (35%) out of 31 respond ing stated that 
it was 90% or more, and 28 (90%) said their accep tance
ratio was 50% or more.

When asked about authors’ respon sive ness to
com ments of review ers, 17 (52%) of the jour nals said
that less than 5% of authors fail to respond to the
review ers’ com ments and resub mit. Seven jour nals
each said the figure of non-responsiveness to the
review ers’ com ments was 5–9% and 10–19%.

Only six jour nals did not pub lish any review papers. 
Of the 27 that did pub lish review papers, two-thirds
said the review papers were invited in over 90% of
cases, while three jour nals said they were invited in
66–90% of cases, two jour nals said 10–39% and three
said under 10%. Seven did not clar ify this point.

With regard to peer review, more than half (15/28,
54%) of those reply ing to the ques tion about the
dif fi culty of locat ing good review ers said it was not
a prob lem. We also tried to iden tify other prob lems
jour nals per ceived to exist con cern ing the imple-
mentation of the peer review system. Almost half
said there were no prob lems with it, but the other
half cited var i ous prob lems: the review pro cess was
too long (seven jour nals), the burden on review ers
was too high because the number of qual i fied
review ers was small (six jour nals), and the authors
would have a good idea who the review ers were
because the number of review ers was small (one
jour nal). Other com ments regard ing the ques tion
are listed in Table 3. 

The ques tion of ethics in pub lish ing has attracted
more and more atten tion through out the world and, of 
the jour nals we asked, the great est prob lem related to
ethics was ensur ing that informed consent had been
obtained (15 journals), while many others also felt that

it was dif fi cult to ensure that the authors had adhered
to the Hel sinki Agree ment (nine jour nals). Eight also
men tioned the prob lem of pla gia rism and copy right
vio la tion. 

Sur pris ingly to the pres ent authors, only one
jour nal con sid ered that guest author ship was a
prob lem, and not one jour nal said that there were any 
ghost authors. Con sidering that we have been
involved with edit ing Jap a nese med i cal papers for a
com bined total of almost 80 years, and that we
con sis tently find prob lems with guest author ship
and also ghost author ship, we find it very hard to
believe that this is not a prob lem in Japan. At the risk
of sound ing judg men tal, we feel that the edi to rial
offices are either taking a very lenient view in
accom mo dat ing the claims of all authors to be real
authors, or are not yet aware of the prob lem.

Not one jour nal cited any polit i cal pres sure to reject 
an arti cle not agree ing with pre vail ing aca demic
con sen sus or opin ions of author i ties in the field.
How ever, prob lems con cern ing ethics that were
listed by five jour nals included dupli cate pub li ca tion, 
adding authors after an arti cle has been accepted,
unusu ally mild reviews of papers being sub mit ted as
require ments for a PhD, and fail ure to obtain
per mis sion from other pub li ca tions for copy righted
mate rial.

In the West, it is becom ing increas ingly common
for authors to sug gest the names of pos si ble
review ers, and ever since the New Eng land Jour nal of
Med i cine included this sug gestion in their
Instruc tions to Authors, more and more jour nals are
becom ing recep tive to this prac tice. This of course
can help a jour nal to expand its range of reli able
review ers. In our ques tion naire, we asked jour nals
whether they encour aged authors to submit names of 
pos si ble review ers. Twenty-eight jour nals (85%) said
no, two said yes and three did not reply. 

The last ques tion we had con cern ing ethics was
whether the edi to rial office felt that the views
con cern ing pla gia rism, respect of copy right, etc. in
Japan were sim i lar to inter na tional stan dards. There
was an almost even split, with 14 jour nals saying they 
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Ta ble 3. Com ments by jour nals con cern ing the 
im ple men ta tion of the peer re view sys tem

No prob lems (15 jour nals)
The review pro cess was too long (7 jour nals)
The bur den on review ers is too high because the num ber

of qual i fied review ers is small (6 jour nals)
The authors would have a good idea who the review ers

were because the num ber of review ers is lim ited (1
jour nal)

The period between request ing the review to final
edi to rial deci sion is too short (1 jour nal)

Selec tion of review ers is dif fi cult and a list of review ers
and their qual i fied spe cialty is nec es sary (1 jour nal)

The edi tor-in-chief does almost all the review ing (1
jour nal)

There is a wide vari a tion in the results obtained because
there are no estab lished stan dards for reviews (1
jour nal)

* En tries rep re sent our trans la tions of com ments made in
Jap a nese by the jour nals.

Ta ble 2. Rea sons given by jour nal of fices why a 
do mes tic im pact fac tor sys tem is not nec es sary*

The Eng lish impact fac tor sys tem is suf fi cient
It is becom ing more com mon (authors’ note: mean ing of

this com ment is unclear)
Out of con sid er ation for inter na tional jour nals
In areas which are strongly lean ing towards applied

sci ence, it would be dif fi cult to use this as a
quan ti ta tive mea sure ment index

It would be dif fi cult to make a quan ti ta tive assess ment
and com par i son of impact fac tors between Jap a nese
lan guage-only jour nals and Eng lish lan guage jour nals; 
there fore it seems unnec es sary

There is no point in mak ing a com par i son of better or
poorer jour nals

The Eng lish sys tem alone is enough
Even if such an impact fac tor sys tem were devel oped, it

would not be rec og nized inter na tion ally
There are doubts about the valid ity of eval u at ing

pub li ca tions by impact fac tor
A sys tem lim ited to only one coun try lacks uni ver sal ity
If it is only domes tic, it would be impos si ble to make it

quan ti ta tive
It is not really nec es sary
The impact fac tor sys tem has no sig nif i cance

* En tries rep re sent our trans la tions of com ments made in
Jap a nese by the jour nals.



believed the stan dards within Japan were the same as
those in the inter na tional com mu nity and 13
dis agree ing; four did not reply, one said they did not
know, and one said they never had the prob lem of
pla gia rism.

Con clu sion
While we did not ask in the survey about the budget
for edi to rial office sup port, it was clear that very few
editors-in-chief were work ing for the jour nal on a
full-time basis. This sug gests that most edi to rial
offices are run on a fairly lim ited budget and that
edi to rial offices are mainly admin is tra tive centres.
Fur ther more, there seems to be no estab lished forum
at which the edi tors and edi to rial board mem bers of
dif fer ent journals can inter act and exchange
infor ma tion.

Fairly lax stan dards with regard to accep tance are
reflected by the fact that in more than one-third of the
jour nals the accep tance rate was 90% or more. We also 
believe that there is an extremely unre al is tically low
aware ness of the extent of the prob lem of guest or
ghost authors. The approach to quo ta tions or even
pla gia rism also appears much less strict than in most
Western Euro pean or North Amer i can jour nals. 

The second instal ment of this survey will focus on
atti tudes toward the lan guage of pub li ca tion (i.e.
Jap a nese or Eng lish) and pub li ca tion for mats. In the
Appen dix we list the jour nals that coop er ated with
us, and we would like to thank all the sec re tarial staff 
involved for their kind coop er a tion, which they gave 
in addi tion to their reg u lar duties. We hope to make
the data from this survey avail able in table form
through the home page of the Inter na tional Med i cal
Com mu ni ca tions Center of Tokyo Med i cal
Uni ver sity (www.tokyo-med.ac.jp/imcc/index-e.
html).
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View points

Should ed i tors train au thors in sci ence com mu ni ca tion?

In the May issue of ESE (2005;31(2):40), Elis a beth
Heseltine described the suc cess ful his tory of EASE
work shops in sci ence com mu ni ca tion and their less
cer tain future [1]. In this con tri bu tion we want to
pro pose that jour nal edi tors should have a major role
in train ing authors in sci ence com mu ni ca tion,
espe cially in smaller and devel op ing sci en tific
com mu ni ties such as those tar geted by the EASE

work shops. Some edi tors may ques tion the need for
such edi to rial activ ity, and only those who clearly see
the need for train ing of their authors should embark
on such a demand ing task [2].

Why train au thors?
Big high-impact jour nals may not need to train their
authors in sci ence com mu ni ca tion because a) they 
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Appen dix: Coop er ating jour nals (33 jour nals)*

Acta Obstetrica et Gynaecologica Japon ica
Allergology Inter na tional
Health Care for Meno pause and Aging
Jap a nese Jour nal of Biomechanics in Sports and Exer cises
Jap a nese Jour nal of Der ma tol ogy
Jap a nese Jour nal of Gastroenterology
Jap a nese Jour nal of Head ache
Jap a nese Jour nal of Lung Can cer
Jap a nese Jour nal of Occu pa tional Med i cine and

Traumatology
Jap a nese Jour nal of Stroke
Jour nal of Infec tion and Che mo ther apy 
Jour nal of the Japan Soci ety of Perinatal and Neo na tal

Med i cine
Jour nal of the Japan Sur gi cal Soci ety
Jour nal of Nip pon Med i cal School
Jour nal of Ortho pae dic Sci ence
Jour nal of the Japan Dia be tes Soci ety
Jour nal of the Japan Epi lepsy Soci ety
Jour nal of the Jap a nese Soci ety for Lab o ra tory

Hema tol ogy
Jour nal of the Phys i o log i cal Soci ety of Japan
Jour nal of Tokyo Women’s Med i cal Uni ver sity
Neu ro log i cal Ther a peu tics
Pedi at rics Inter na tional
Repro duc tive Med i cine and Biol ogy
The Jap a nese Jour nal of Gastroenterological Sur gery
The Jap a nese Jour nal of Tho racic and Car dio vas cu lar

Sur gery
The Jap a nese Jour nal of Urol ogy / Inter na tional Jour nal of

Urol ogy (Eng lish)
The Jour nal of Bio chem is try
The Jour nal of Obstet rics and Gynae col ogy Research
The Jour nal of the Japan Med i cal Asso ci a tion
The Jour nal of the Japan Soci ety for Respi ra tory

Endos copy
The Jour nal of the Jap a nese Respi ra tory Soci ety

*Two of the 33 re spond ing jour nals did not wish to be listed.

http://www.tokyo-med.ac.jp/imcc/index-e


receive well-written reports from well-trained
authors, b) they can afford to be highly selec tive and
choose from many excel lent con tri bu tions, and c)
authors who pro duce good sci ence usu ally also write
well. By default, edi tors of purely com mer cial jour nals 
also don’t train authors, because it is time- and
resource-consuming work.

The need to train authors is par tic u larly relevant to
jour nals from small or devel op ing sci en tific
com mu ni ties and stems from an essen tial
char ac ter is tic of such com mu ni ties [3]: authors
usu ally submit sci en tif i cally accept able but poorly
pre pared arti cles and it is a pity to lose valid data
because of poor pre sen ta tion.

Although it is clear that increased output of
well-prepared sci en tific reports would directly ben e fit 
jour nals in small sci en tific com mu ni ties, it is also true
that edi tors of many small jour nals with poor
inter na tional vis i bil ity are not always inter ested, for
var i ous rea sons, in improv ing the com mu ni ca tion
skills of their authors. Although these edi tors usu ally
say they want to become a part of main stream sci ence
and attrib ute the fail ure to be indexed in inter na tional
bib lio graphic data bases to their small size or
geo graph ical origin, they do noth ing to improve the
arti cles of their authors and thus the qual ity of their
jour nal!

This lack of inter est on the part of jour nal edi tors, as
well as the lack of inter est in the gen er ous EASE offer
of work shops in coun tries where such help is most
needed to over come the bar rier of the so-called
sci en tific periph ery [1, 3], stems from the lack of
qual ity cri te ria, inten tional or unin ten tional, in the
research and aca demic com mu ni ties. Such sci en tific
com mu ni ties are often closed-in, self-sufficient and
self-sustaining: low qual ity arti cles pub lished in low
qual ity jour nals set the gen eral cri te ria, because they
are rec og nized as cred its in the pro cess of aca demic or
research advance ment for their authors. In Europe,
the close ness and self-sustenance of aca demic
com mu ni ties is not restricted to small sci en tific
com mu ni ties from former com mu nist coun tries in the
East. Favour it ism or “inbreed ing” at uni ver si ties,
defined as the pro por tion of teach ers at a uni ver sity
who trained at the same uni ver sity, is espe cially high in
Por tu gal (91%), Spain (88%), Italy (78%), Aus tria (73%)
and France (56%), com pared with the United King dom
(5%) and Ger many (1%) [4].

Jour nals and their edi tors can thus have a
dev as tat ing influ ence in such sci en tific envi ron ments;
not only because they do not train authors (or
them selves), but for exactly the oppo site reason —
they are the key fac tors for main tain ing low cri te ria,
sci en tific and edi to rial (Fig. 1) and are the final link in
the psy cho log i cal vicious circle: rec og ni tion of low
qual ity sci en tific reports does not stim u late authors to
improve, and the edi tors do not care to estab lish
higher cri te ria because they are doing well with their
low qual ity jour nals.

The solu tion to this prob lem must come from within
the com mu nity, per haps from the author i ties who
finance such jour nals — they should estab lish higher
aca demic/pub li ca tion cri te ria for advance ment, and
higher cri te ria for financ ing sci en tific jour nals.

How ever, chang ing research and aca demic
insti tu tions and sys tems is very dif fi cult and often
unsuc cess ful [4] and must some times come from the
out side. In Europe, such move ment may be the
respon si bil ity of the Research Frame work Prog-
ramme and the pro posed Euro pean Research
Coun cil [5]. The role of edi to rial orga ni za tions such
as EASE could be to draw atten tion to the need for
train ing in sci ence com mu ni ca tion at the Euro pean
level, so that this train ing becomes part of research
strat egy in the expanded EU.

We agree with Elis a beth Heseltine that edi tors and
their jour nals could be a major force in intro duc ing
the cul ture of sci en tific com mu ni ca tion to their
com mu ni ties. Edi tors are usu ally respected
pro fes sion als and research ers in their com mu ni ties
and have great power in train ing authors [2]: they
have the knowl edge (jour nals are the essen tial means
of com mu ni cat ing research results), the means (they
receive the reports and have direct con tact with
authors) and a direct vested inter est (to improve the
qual ity and number of sub mit ted reports).

How can au thors be trained
Authors can be trained in a number of ways [6]:
through indi vid ual work with the editor, when they
submit the manu script (before and after the review
pro cess), at con tin u ing edu ca tion courses, and by
stu dents being taught at under grad u ate and
post grad u ate levels. How ever, pro vid ing train ing
from a jour nal is a demand ing task [6]. It is dif fi cult,
almost impos si ble, to cover the entire pop u la tion of
poten tial authors. Many of them are not inter ested or
only become inter ested in learn ing sci en tific
com mu ni ca tion when it is too late (i.e. after they
receive the reviews). Also, those in the great est need
usu ally do not par tic i pate. These are the “old-type”
bosses, top pro fes sors who think they know the
sub ject and who are embar rassed to take les sons
from others. Unfor tu nately, they are the people who
mentor doc tor ates, lead pro jects, and often write,
super vise or approve manu scripts. In a decade of
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Fig. 1. Low-quality sci en tific jour nals as the cen tral factor
in per pet u at ing low qual ity cri te ria in a sci en tific
com mu nity. Dotted lines rep re sent inhib i tory loops. [2]



sys tem atic effort to train authors con trib ut ing to our
jour nal, and research ers in gen eral [7], we have
learned that such people are not only unreach able but 
are also the ones who do the great est damage. Even
when their young(er) col lab o ra tors are better
edu cated in sci en tific com mu ni ca tion, they do not
dare to cor rect their bosses or dis obey their
“infal li ble” exper tise.

To be suc cess ful in teach ing authors, jour nals and
edi tors must rec og nize the need for train ing. Then
comes care ful and skil ful plan ning, and also end less
work, for only par tial results. How ever, even a
thou sand-mile jour ney starts with a single step.
Teachers who train authors may fail with a hun dred
pupils, but when she or he suc ceeds with one it is
truly a vic tory, because it is so dif fi cult to beat
igno rance.

Ana and Matko Marusic
Cro atian Med i cal Jour nal
marusica@mef.hr
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The Sci ence Cita tion Index and Europe: a point of view
Sci en tists hoping for career advance ment are well
advised to pub lish their work in jour nals with a high
impact factor, since papers pub lished else where are
rated less highly. For exam ple, papers by my
col leagues at the Insti tute of Ocean og ra phy and
Fish eries, Split, that are pub lished in the Insti tute’s
own Acta Adriatica have a low rating. This is true
through out Europe.

Thomp son ISI’s evaluations of sci en tific jour nals
have been widely accepted. I do not wish to dis cuss
their well-accepted objec tiv ity but I would assume
that, given their geo graph ical view point, they might
favour loca tions that are geo graph i cally close to
them. Leading sci en tists in dis tant areas may thus be
at a dis ad van tage. To some extent this affects even the 
fun da men tal sci ences, whose results are gen eral and
uni ver sally valid. But it is cer tainly the case in, for
exam ple, the envi ron men tal sci ences. From the
Amer i can stand point, jour nals pub lish ing research
on Indian or Euro pean coast lines are not of equal
inter est to those deal ing with, for exam ple,
Ches a peake Bay. There fore it is obvi ous that the SCI
data base is dom i nated by Amer i can pub li ca tions.
“Thus, both the appar ent qual ity lead of Amer i can
sci ence and the values of the var i ous jour nal impact
fac tors are, to an impor tant extent, deter mined by the
large volume, the self-cita tions, and the national

cita tion bias of Amer i can sci ence” (Seglen 1997).
So it seems to me that it might be ben e fi cial to

estab lish a sim i lar Euro pean jour nal-evaluating
orga ni za tion. It is not a ques tion of com pet i tive
organization from another con ti nent, but of
com pe ti tion itself. For exam ple, for film eval u a tion
you may obtain an Oscar but also awards from Venice, 
Cannes or Berlin.

Of course, the price of such an endeavour would be
high and I do not know who might under take it.
How ever, Euro pean pub lish ers could per haps
exam ine the poten tial ben e fits to Euro pean sci en tific
output of such an arrange ment and find means of
real iz ing it. Elsevier has already devel oped
bibliographic databases which are suf fi ciently
com pre hen sive and which also assess jour nal qual ity.
The com pany could prob a bly pro duce impact fac tors
for the Euro pean scientific com mu nity.

Mira Zore-Armanda
Acta Adriatica
office@izor.hr
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Re ports of meet ings

Habits in sci ence com mu ni ca tion and sci ence pub lish ing

EASE sem i nar
Bar ce lona, Friday 29 April 2005

More than 50 people gath ered in Bar ce lona to attend a
well-organized meet ing on some orig i nal topics. Five
speak ers opened our minds to ways in which
sci en tists and edi tors behave.

Peter and Heather Brown (Depart ment of Computer 
Science, School of Engineering and Computer Science, 
Uni ver sity of Exeter, UK; p.j.brown@ exeter.ac.uk)
con vinced us that anno tat ing elec tronic doc u ments
can be as useful as anno tat ing paper doc u ments. New
devel op ments will con tinue to aston ish us and within
a few years the por ta ble e-book will facil i tate writ ing
while read ing or read ing while writ ing. Archiving of
notes and retrieving them will no longer be a dream.
The speak ers com pared writ ing on paper doc u ments
with anno tat ing elec tronic doc u ments and con sid ered
writ ing on web pages and Word or Acrobat
doc u ments. They also men tioned new pub lish ing
sys tems and listed new oppor tu ni ties for proactive
sug ges tions while writ ing and for life long
anno ta tions, the dig i tal desk (bring ing paper and
dig i tal worlds together), mul ti ple and shared
anno ta tions, repos i to ries, anno ta tions with data types, 
and auto matic cap ture of users’ needs. The talk also
cov ered some prob lems to be tack led if the
oppor tu ni ties are to be realized.

James Hartley (School of Psychology, Keele
Uni ver sity, UK; j.hartley@psy.keele.ac.uk) investi-
gated the value of book reviews and reported that not
much has been pub lished on how people read and
write these. He pre sented some data from a survey of
Keele sci en tists and EASE mem bers which indi cate
that what aca demic sci en tists value most is a
straight for ward over view of what the book is about.
Readers value opin ions about the book and do not
search for a chap ter-by-chapter anal y sis. They expect
the book reviewer to pro vide a cri tique of the
argu ment of the book and com pare it with other books 
in the field. They think the qual ity of book reviews
would be enhanced if review ers included ref er ences
sup port ing their views. [See arti cle in this issue.]

Jannica Heinstrom (Center for Schol ar ship in School 
Libraries, School of Com mu ni ca tion, Infor ma tion and
Library Studies, Rutgers, The State University of New
Jersey, USA; jheinstr@ scils.rutgers.edu) spoke about
per son al ity and moti va tion behind habit ual
infor ma tion behav iour. “Per son al ity is that pat tern of
char ac ter is tic thoughts, feel ings, and behav iours that
dis tin guishes one person from another and that
per sists over time and sit u a tion” (Phares EJ. 1991.
Intro duc tion to psy chol ogy, 3rd ed. New York: Harper 
Col lins, p. 4). It is a com bi na tion of five cen tral
dimen sions: 

sen si tiv ity–sta bil ity; 
extraversion–intro ver sion; 
open ness– con ser va tive ness;

agree able ness–com pet i tive ness; and
con sci en tious ness–easy-goingness.

Jannica has defined three groups of people seek ing
for infor ma tion. Fast surf ers use min i mum time and
effort, and access is prioritized over qual ity of
con tent. They have prob lems with rel e vance
judg ment and the crit i cal eval u a tion of infor ma tion
and tend to have low moti va tion and low
conscientiousness. Broad scan ners look for broad and
flex i ble infor ma tion from a wide range of sources.
Broad scan ning is linked with extraversion and
open ness to expe ri ence. Deep divers seek high qual ity
infor ma tion and make efforts to get it. Deep diving
goes with intel lec tual curi os ity, high moti va tion, a
stra te gic aim to achieve, and conscientiousness.

Stefano Mizzaro (Depart ment of Math e mat ics and
Com puter Sci ences, Fac ulty of Sci ence, Uni ver sity of
Udine, Italy; mizzaro@dimi.uniud.it) gave an
orig i nal talk on peer review and the internet, with an
alter na tive approach to impact fac tors. He explained
that infor ma tion over load is not only a matter of
rel e vance (read ing the papers on the topics one is
inter ested in) but also a matter of qual ity (read ing
good papers), and that we have little infor ma tion on
the good papers that people have read. He pro posed
a math e mat i cal model for assessing the qual ity of
authors, read ers and papers. This refresh ing
pro posal uses some for mulae but the goal is not to
make sophis ti cated cal cu la tions. Machines would
take account of all activ i ties that occur through the
internet. Authors would be assigned a score based on 
sci en tific pro duc tiv ity, papers would have a score
accord ing to their qual ity as quoted by read ers, and
read ers would also have a score mea sur ing their
capac ity for express ing good judg ments. The model
seems con vinc ing, as we are all fed up with the
cul ture of impact fac tors that have never been able to
cor rectly assess the qual ity of papers and sci en tists.
Many fur ther devel op ments and tests need to be
done before launch ing the pro ject, but the idea is
excel lent. I hope that resis tance to change will not
delay a new era for eval u at ing sci ence and sci en tists.

Jack Meadows (Loughborough Uni ver sity, UK; a.j.
mead ows@lboro.ac.uk) stud ied dif fer ences between
the sci ences in the han dling of research lit er a ture. He
asked the audi ence to guess the num bers he later
 presented, com par ing bio chem is try, psy chol ogy and
soci ol ogy. He told us that the per cent age of  articles
using quan ti ta tive anal y sis in bio chem is try was 98%,
in psy chol ogy 75% and in soci ol ogy 53%. The per cent -
age of papers in these dis ci plines that include tables
was 74%, 71% and 65% respec tively, while the
 percentage includ ing graph ics is 91%, 42% and 23%
respec tively. Exact per cent ages depend on which spe -
cific jour nals are chosen for anal y sis. The impor tant
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thing is that the order remains the same. Accep tance
rates by the top lead ing jour nals differ between dis ci -
plines (90% for astro phys ics, 60% for zool ogy and 15%
for soci ol ogy). The choice of a  journal, when sub mit -
ting a paper, seems to be based on pres tige, read er ship
and speed of pub li ca tion. Com par i son between dis ci -
plines is cer tainly inter est ing.

[Next year this suc cess ful meet ing will not be held
as EASE will be busy with the Kraków con fer ence
(15–18 June 2006), so we expect to meet again in
Bar ce lona in May 2007.]

Hervé Maisonneuve
hervemaison@wanadoo.fr

Inno va tion in publishing 2005
London Col lege of Com mu ni ca tion
London, UK; 12 May 2005

New pub lish ing mod els: the Google Print 
ini tia tive and on line de vel op ments
The School of Print ing and Pub lishing at the London
Col lege of Com mu ni ca tion hosted this con fer ence on
the theme of inno va tion in pub lish ing, with
dis cus sion panels explor ing design, tech nol ogy and
busi ness models, as part of the MA pub lish ing course. 
Panel Two focused on online devel op ments and their
poten tial to change the face of the indus try. 

Nick Demp sey of Elec tronic Pub lishing Ser vices
explained the pos si bil i ties and perils offered by
Google Print, the recently announced pro ject for
scanning thou sands of printed texts to make them
freely search able online. He described Google as
putt ing out “con tent ten ta cles” into the infor ma tion
mar ket place, making pub lish ers think again about
their approach to what they con sider their intel lec tual 
assets. Each of Google’s ini tia tives chal lenges a
dif fer ent pub lish ing sector: Google Local the Yellow
Pages, Google News the news aggregators, and
Google Scholar the aggregators of schol arly jour nal
infor ma tion, for exam ple. Now, one of these ten ta cles, 
Google Print, is seen as a threat to the gen eral
pub lish ing sector (see http://print.google.com/). 

Nigel Newton of Blooms bury has accused Google
of  “open ing a Pan dora’s Box …[with] no idea where
it will lead.” A blog writer responds: “Who has any
idea where any thing will lead? Don’t resist
tech nol ogy, old chap, or your cus tom ers will leave
you behind.” Nick sympathized with this reac tion,
but felt that those pub lish ers con cerned with
col lect ing and organizing infor ma tion, and pro vid ing 
it to librar ies for a sub scrip tion fee, might jus ti fi ably
be con cerned. 

Google is not pro vid ing as high a level of ser vice as
sub scrip tion-based infor ma tion pro vid ers, but
pro vides enough to pose a chal lenge from the bottom
up. Nick called this the “just good enough” factor:
Google Print will be “just good enough” for the fringe 
users of ref er ence prod ucts, typ i fied by the
under grad u ate with a loom ing essay dead line. 

Timo Hannay of Nature Pub lishing Group sought
to broaden the con cept of pub lish ing on the web,
point ing out that online devel op ments were a
ques tion of much more than open access. The web can 
rede fine not just how pub li ca tions are dis trib uted,
but what they actu ally are. In terms of data dis play,
new inter faces mean that infor ma tion need no longer
be pre sented as text and graph ics. An exam ple of an
alter na tive is the Grokker search engine (www.

grokker.com), which pres ents results on a visual map. 
SVGs (Scal able Vector Graph ics) also offer poten tial
for inno va tion in this area, allow ing high-quality
vector graph ics and ani ma tion to be added to web
pages. Sig nif i cantly, as they are based on XML, SVGs
are open to all users and are not pro pri etary. In the
area of deliv ery, Hannay believes that new
pos si bil i ties for cus tom iz ing infor ma tion are key.
Google News and My Yahoo, for exam ple, tailor the
news to the user’s inter ests. Native XML data bases
will make the cre ation of sim i lar sys tems even easier.  

Pub lishing online also offers the pos si bil ity of
link ing in and out between papers. PubChem has
exploited this oppor tu nity, link ing its chem i cal
struc ture records to rel e vant records within other
data bases such as PubMed.  In a sim i lar vein, SBML
(Sys tems Biol ogy Markup Lan guage) is a com puter-
read able format for rep re sent ing models of
bio chem i cal reac tion net works. CML (Chem is try
Markup Language) can like wise describe a chem i cal
struc ture to be down loaded and manip u lated. In this
way a sci en tific paper becomes more than a static
doc u ment. The Sig naling Gate way web site (www.
sig nal ing-gateway.org/) exploits such oppor tu ni ties
to great effect.

Hannay pointed to the poten tial of the web for
dis cus sion and dia logue. Pub lishers have been guilty
of seeing the web as a one-way medium. In fact, it is
most useful for interactivity, for exam ple through blogs 
and participative (grass roots) news. One of the first of
these was Slashdot (http://Slashdot.org). Wikis are web
sites anyone can edit: the Wikipedia had one and a half
mil lion arti cles at the last count (www.wikipedia.org).
Social bookmarking (see, for exam ple http://del.icio.us) 
allows users to save web book marks on a cen tral server 
and share them with others. 

Rich ard Charkin, CEO of Macmillan, remarked that
the issues around Google Print recently became
“news” because it is only now that gen eral pub lish ers
have become aware of them. This shows a major
con trast with sci en tific pub lish ing, which has
con stantly been moving for ward. The digitization of
infor ma tion is hap pen ing, and the reason why Google 
has been able to take over in this area is because the
pub lish ers have not done it them selves. The mes sage
to pub lish ers was: inno vate, or be left behind!

Ailbhe Darcy
Lon don Col lege of Com mu ni ca tion
angelicish@hotmail.com
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Editing sci ence for the global com mu nity

Coun cil of Sci ence Edi tors 48th annual meet ing
Atlanta, Geor gia, USA; 20–24 May 2005

Short course in sta tis tics for ed i tors 
In the new short course in sta tis tics for edi tors, Jessica
Ancker and Tom Lang reviewed sta tis ti cal issues
rel e vant to sci en tific pub li ca tion. The course
encour aged ques tions and dis cus sion, showed the
math e mat ics behind the sta tis ti cal tests, and pro vided
good and bad exam ples to illus trate key points. One
high light was learn ing that authors widely use the
mean and stan dard devi a tion for data that are not
nor mally dis trib uted: markedly non-normal (skewed) 
dis tri bu tions, which occur in most study trials, should
be pre sented with the median and range or
interquartile range, in addi tion to the P value. Authors 
fre quently misuse sta tis ti cal ter mi nol ogy; for instance, 
they use stan dard error of the mean because it makes
their data look better, although it is not sta tis ti cally
accu rate, and they often forget to label upper and
lower bound aries and error bars (whis kers) in graphs.
This new course is a great addi tion to the short courses 
offered at the CSE meet ings and should be taken by all
sci ence edi tors.

Heather Shebel
heather_shebel@jama-archives.org

Short course for jour nal ed i tors
This two-day course aimed to pro vide edi tors
(edi tors in chief, desk edi tors, not manu script
edi tors) with the know-how to “get it right”. The
course cov ered instruc tion and dis cus sion on how
best to manage a jour nal from the edi tor-in chief’s
per spec tive: how to improve the quan tity and qual ity 
of manu scripts, how to expe dite and stream line the
peer review pro cess, how to deal with authors and
review ers, and how to resolve alle ga tions of
mis con duct (pla gia rism, dupli cate pub li ca tion,
hon or ary author ship, and so forth). “Break out
ses sions” pro vided the oppor tu nity to ask spe cific
ques tions and to share expe ri ences.

Key note ad dress
The first morn ing of the CSE 48th Annual Meet ing
started with an inter est ing and slightly out side of
main stream sci ence edit ing pre sen ta tion by Alison
Rich ards (Sci ence Desk, National Public Radio). The
aim of the Sci ence Desk is to take seri ous news and
make it acces si ble and enter tain ing for the public at
large. Given that most mem bers of the public are not
inter ested in sci ence at all this would seem to be a
dif fi cult task, so this news needs to be slipped in
among the more main stream arti cles.

Gen erally speak ing, sci ence news falls into three
cat e go ries. First, there are the big events (the tsu nami
of last Decem ber, the power outage in North Amer ica
two years ago). Then there are related items, in which
sci ence is a cen tral, but not the sole, aspect, such as the
space shut tle, mad cow dis ease, and foot-and-mouth
dis ease. Finally, there are the “con triv ances” which
can be made into news events, such as press

con fer ences, national weeks for soci et ies, and
sci en tific research news.

Of the sto ries pre sented as news, between 40% and
60% orig i nate in sci ence and med i cal jour nals. What
makes a good news story? Reporters have to ask the
ques tions “So what?” and “Why should anyone care
about this?” If these two ques tions cannot be
answered sat is fac to rily, the story will not be cov ered.
Some times, because of the risk of rais ing false hopes,
the pre lim i nary find ings of drug trials and research
are not cov ered, although this rule has occa sion ally
been broken, for exam ple in the recent cov er age of
the new stem cell research from Korea.

In decid ing what to cover there are sev eral “must
dos”. For exam ple, a story has to be new (a new
hypoth e sis, a new asso ci a tion) or clin i cally
rel e vant. Some times, whether a story will be
cov ered or not depends on what else is going on at
the time — is it over shad owed by cur rent events,
whether sci ence- related or not? Time li ness can be
every thing in the world of sci ence news. Things
that almost always make the news are the “cool”
topics, the “isn’t sci ence weird” items that evoke
public curi os ity. In con clu sion, you need a bal ance
between “under stand ing” and “over-flagging”.
Not an easy task!

STM workflows: the lat est and great est
This ses sion dealt with the latest trends in STM
workflows. There are dif fer ent ways of han dling
text-to-XML pro cess ing, and dif fer ent pub lish ers do
it in dif fer ent ways, often depend ing on what
sys tems they were using at the time they decided to
“go online” with their final prod ucts.

Monica Mungle (JAMA) described how just a few
years ago JAMA was using heavily cus tom ized
pro pri etary sys tems that were orig i nally cre ated for a 
paper-based and non-linear workflow. In fact, the
con tent was struc tured and val i dated as the last step,
with SGML being added after com po si tion. The
deci sion to switch to a later ver sion of Word with
ear lier appli ca tion of XML and HTML made it
pos si ble to stream line the sub mis sion and peer
review pro cess, and enabled elec tronic man age ment,
track ing and sched ul ing.

John Muenning (Uni ver sity of Chi cago Press)
described the life of an “all-electronic” manu script.
The Uni ver sity of Chi cago Press uses an in-house
DTD (doc u ment type def i ni tion) that covers all the
doc u ments they pro duce, and defines all the rules
and struc ture. Having only one DTD gives a huge
econ omy of scale, and ease of main te nance. Because
of the use of web pub lish ing, the use of HTML and
SGML is inte grated with the copy-edit ing stage.

Next, Kevin Pirkey (Odys sey Press Inc.) described
how an ultrashort-run printer oper ates. Odys sey
Press epitomizes the cur rent trend in book
pro duc tion — keep ing titles in print, print on
demand, and align ment of income and expen di ture.
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In gen eral, print sub scrip tions are declin ing in the
jour nals pub lish ing indus try. In cases where the
printed prod uct is the pre mium and print fre quency
is declin ing, the abil ity to pro duce a few copies on
demand from an archive is a real asset. Another
advan tage of this “print-on-demand” men tal ity is the 
reduc tion in ship ping costs — assum ing that
tech ni cal capa bil i ties are ade quate, lan guage, time
zone and cur rency con sid er ations are elim i nated
because print ing can be done any where in the world
by trans fer of the elec tronic prod uct.

Pub lisher an thro pol ogy 101: what 
ed i tors need to know about pub lish ers and
their cul ture
What do pub lish ers and edi tors need to know about
each other? Alex Wil liam son (BMJ Pub lishing Group) 
began by point ing out that both par ties want the same 
thing — a pres ti gious and prof it able jour nal;
how ever, the two par ties may have very dif fer ent
ways of view ing the same goal. While edi to rial staff
and pub lish ers should work together, they also need
to accept that in cer tain areas one part ner has more
exper tise than the other. Mary Waltham (pub lish ing
con sul tant) stressed the impor tance of role def i ni tion
and of each party know ing the needs of both
them selves and the other party.

Randolph Nanna (Phys ics Today) addressed the
impor tance of market research — the need to track
changes in read ers’ inter ests. “It is nec es sary to ask
fre quently, and to ask the right ques tions.” The
answers to such audits can help to direct change, and
to “shape” an audi ence (or even develop a new one).

Finally, Alison Mitch ell (Nature Pub lishing Group)
described the launch of the Nature Reviews series and
how inter nal resis tance to the launch of the new titles, 
which could com pete for sub mis sions, was
over come. Even things as (appar ently) triv ial as
whether the cover should be matt or gloss finish were
a source of divi sion between edi tors and pub lish ers.
It’s a mine field out there!

Editing for the on line environment
David Ansley (BMJ Pub lishing Group) started the
ses sion by giving a sum mary of the mis takes he had
made in the last eight years, offer ing them as advice
to the rest of us. He empha sized that it is impor tant to
“know who is in charge”, because every one (the
designer, the pro gram mer, and “even” the editor)
thinks they are in con trol of the web pub lish ing
pro cess; it is also impor tant to “know your audi ence”. 
To make an effec tive e-journal web site it is essen tial
to know the habits of the vis i tors, in par tic u lar when
and why they quit and go to look at some thing else.

Diane Lang (Radio log i cal Soci ety of Amer ica) made 
the point that online facil i ties mean that data that
would not nec es sar ily be printed can be made
avail able to read ers. For exam ple, detailed scans or
images, large tables, or algo rithms, even movie clips
of a trip through the colon, can be offered as
addi tional infor ma tion.

Bill Silberg (The Com mon wealth Fund) pointed out 
that instead of making the linear print pro cess work
for the web, you should make use of the capa bil ity of

the online medium. A web editor must have ele ments
of a pub lisher, pro ject man ager, pro mo tions/
mar ket ing man ager, and tech ni cal man ager as well as  
cus tomer rela tions capa bil i ties: in other words the
web editor needs to “do it all”. 

Moira John son-Vekony
DunaScriptsEdit@aol.com

Editing and pub lish ing for and with the 
phar ma ceu ti cal in dus try
Researcher Sam Shaver (Inspire Phar ma ceu ti cals Inc.) 
has to include pub li ca tion timing and strat egy as part
of his research focus. As an employee of a small
phar ma ceu ti cal com pany, he dis cussed the
impor tance of filing pat ents, which may include
“unex pected results”, so that the phar ma ceu ti cal
com pany can recoup some of the money that it spent
on research. Pub li ca tion of the patent by the US Patent 
and Trade mark Office occurs 18 months after the
patent appli ca tion is received. Once the patent is
pub lished, other phar ma ceu ti cal com pa nies and
research ers have access to research infor ma tion that
was not pre vi ously avail able. 

Wil liam Lanier (Mayo Clinic Pro ceed ings) noted that
while aspects of phar ma ceu ti cal com pany research
need scru tiny, such research should have an equal
oppor tu nity to be pub lished. A sub stan tial pro por tion 
of bio med i cal research is per formed by the
phar ma ceu ti cal indus try. At Mayo Clinic Pro ceed ings,
the pro cess of accep tance is sim i lar to that of
non-pharmaceutical-funded research; how ever, peer
review ers are tipped off that there may be poten tial
bias. The peer review pro cess also may include crit i cal 
appraisal by a stat is ti cian or epi de mi ol o gist. Areas of
con cern are con flict of inter est, valid ity, and bias.
Lanier spec u lated that while research ers at
phar ma ceu ti cal com pa nies ana lyse data accu rately,
the mar ket ing depart ment may some times put some
“spin” on the data before sub mis sion. He noted that
dif fer ent eth i cal and prac tice stan dards exist in the
phar ma ceu ti cal indus try and that unfor tu nately
there is no mech a nism for disciplining uneth i cal
phar ma ceu ti cal com pa nies.

Risks of re port ing risk in the main stream 
me dia: ed u cat ing sci ence re port ers
Maryn McKenna (Atlanta Jour nal-Con sti tu tion) started
the dis cus sion by point ing out that risk is defined as a
math e mat i cal cal cu la tion by sci en tists (rel a tive risk,
etc.), but when used by report ers is a sub jec tive
mea sure that often trans lates into fear by the public.
McKenna jux ta posed the cov er age of cases of severe
acute respi ra tory syn drome (SARS) with cov er age of
cases of inhalational anthrax. The use of inhalational
anthrax as a bioterrorism weapon was not well
under stood. McKenna noted that infor ma tion about
the cases was dis sem i nated by the Depart ment of
Health and Human Ser vices instead of the Cen ters for
Dis ease Con trol and Pre ven tion (CDC), which is the
agency that she and others looked to for a response. The
lack of infor ma tion and sense of inse cu rity through out
the anthrax crisis led to new public health powers
during the SARS out break, even though there were few
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cases in the United States. McKenna explained that these 
two exam ples illus trate com po nents of risk per cep tion
and jour nal is tic inter pre ta tive ten den cies. If these
com po nents are rec og nized, risk com mu ni ca tion may be 
man aged and miscommunication may be reduced.

Ivan Oransky (The Sci en tist) noted that there is
wide spread mis un der stand ing of and assump tions
about whether, how, and who covers a topic or event.
Owing to the sen si tiv ity of var i ous topics, sci ence
writ ers need to be par tic u larly mind ful of what might
be sensationalized. As deputy editor, Oransky
requires his writ ers to iden tify the find ings, meth ods,
fun da men tal aspects of research, “new ness”, and
con tro ver sial aspects when pitch ing a story —
antic i pat ing what con tro ver sies may arise and
think ing about how their story will be inter preted —
before they write.

Former media offi cer and cur rent web editor
Rich ard Lane of The Lancet dis cussed the rela tion ship
between the media offi cer of a jour nal and those
work ing for other media. He noted that the
rela tion ship is depend ent on good com mu ni ca tion,
timely and accu rate press releases, allow ance of lead
times to embargo, and tone. Because of the com plex
and con tro ver sial aspects of jour nal arti cles, the media 
offi cer has the respon si bil ity to com mu ni cate risk, to
pro vide press con fer ences for clar i fi ca tion, and to
pro vide con text. Lane explained that the media offi cer
also is respon si ble for “calm ing a story down” and
explain ing whether the research is pre lim i nary. He
noted that the respon si bil i ties of the media offi cer are
increas ing because jour nals are pub lish ing arti cles
ahead of print on the web, host ing web forum
dis cus sions, and pro vid ing webcasts of press
con fer ences.

Coleen Adam son
Coleen.Adam son@jama-archives.org

Serv ing the global com mu nity: fight ing 
pov erty, shar ing knowl edge, and how 
jour nals can make a dif fer ence
Based on the UN Mil len nium Devel op ment Goals
Pro ject, which set clear tar gets for reduc ing pov erty,
hunger, dis ease, illit er acy, envi ron men tal
deg ra da tion, and dis crim i na tion against women by
2015, CSE has appointed a Task Force to engage
sci ence jour nals of all dis ci plines in the effort to
combat world wide pov erty and dis ease, and to
estab lish sus tain able paths for human devel op ment.
G. Paul Bozuwa (Dartmouth Jour nal Ser vices) began
by describ ing the CSE Task Force and out lin ing his
vision for reach ing these goals: (1) cat a logue all sites
and exist ing efforts (grassroots efforts), (2) engage
jour nal edi tors, and (3) get things done. He also
referred to var i ous web sites for find ing dif fer ent
efforts, such as Access to Global Online Research in
Agri cul ture (AGORA), Inter na tional Net work for the 
Avail abil ity of Sci en tific Pub li ca tions (INASP),
United States Agri cul tural Infor ma tion Net work
(USAIN), and the Asso ci a tion of Learned and
Pro fes sional Soci ety Pub lishers (ALPSP).

Rich ard Horton (The Lancet) pre sented sta tis tics
show ing that five top coun tries (includ ing the UK
and USA) account for 36% of health-related
pub li ca tions world wide versus 63 coun tries that
account for 1.7% of such pub li ca tions. Public health is 
a vital ele ment to our secu rity, and erad i cat ing
pov erty, AIDS, tuber cu lo sis, and malaria rank high
among CSE goals.

Jeffery Sachs, author of The end of pov erty: eco nomic
pos si bil i ties for our time, ended the ses sion with slides
of var i ous grassroots efforts in Africa, rang ing from
the dis tri bu tion of antimalar ial bed-nets to the
dis tri bu tion of antiretroviral med i cines for
indi vid u als with AIDS.

Coleen Adam son
Coleen.Adam son@jama-archives.org
and
Stacy Christiansen
Stacy.Christiansen@jama-archives.org

EASE-Forum di gest: March–June 2005
It seems that we edi tors know some things but not
every thing . . .

Prov e nance of re view cop ies of books
I thought it was an old wives’ (edi tors’) tale when John 
Glen first raised this ques tion at the EASE Bar ce lona
Sem i nar. But you never know what you don’t know, so 
it was put to the forum test. John men tioned he had
been chief editor of a jour nal that had a policy of only
review ing books pro vided direct from the pub lisher,
because the jour nal would be less liable to legal action
fol low ing an unfa vour able review. Will Hughes
thought this a strange idea. How could a reviewer be
sued for express ing an opin ion as long as it is not
libel lous? The BMJ’s book review editor, as reported
by Mar ga ret Cooter, said rub bish ing a book was fair
com ment. My con tacts at Elsevier agreed and could
not see how the fact that the book had been pro vided

by the pub lisher would weaken their case if the
reviewer could be sued. Mary Ellen Kerans pointed
out that, to sue, the author, not the book, had to be
defamed. 

Multivariate and multivariable anal y sis
Arthri tis & Rheu ma tism obvi ously has some awk ward
authors but the prob lem with such nui sances is that
they might know some thing you don’t. Tricia
Reichert, man ag ing editor at the jour nal, wrote that
some of their authors insisted there was a dif fer ence
between “multivariable” and “multivariate”
anal y sis. Terry Clay ton asked if she had tried asking
these insis tent authors what the dif fer ence was. Well,
yes, she had, but authors’ responses are not always to
be accepted as the last word on the sub ject.

Lotika Singha reported that the AMA manual of style
says the terms are one and the same, while with a
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concordancing pro gram (www.antlab.sci.waseda.
ac.jp) Mary Ellen Kerans found multivariate was six
times more common than multivariable, with no
dif fer ence in mean ing. 

On Google, Zayd Abdulla found only one hit for
multivariable and numer ous hits for multivariate
anal y sis, indi cat ing interchangeability.

Tricia added that the Num bers Guide pub lished by
Econ o mist Books (5th ed., 2003), Web ster’s New World
Col lege Dic tio nary (4th ed., 2000), and the Oxford
Dic tio nary of Eng lish (2nd ed., 2003) all list
multivariate but not multivariable.

All wrong. I have always had a sneaky sus pi cion
that stat is ti cians are some sort of secret soci ety
beyond the reach of us simple mortal edi tors. Here is
the stat is ti cian’s expla na tion given by Andre Charlett, 
head of Mar jo rie Monnickendam’s sta tis tics unit:

“There is indeed a dis tinc tion between multivariate
and multivariable in sta tis ti cal terms. Multivariate is
a term that is used to describe a set of sta tis ti cal
tech niques for which there are a more than one
‘out come’ mea sure ment, for exam ple prin ci ple
com po nent anal y sis, factor anal y sis,
mul ti di men sional scal ing, clus ter anal y sis,
cor re spon dence anal y sis, multivariate anal y sis of
vari ance (MANOVA) etc. There are many texts on
this col lec tion of meth ods. 

“The term multivariable has been adopted by many 
stat is ti cians (but not uni ver sally) to describe meth ods 
for which there is a single out come (depend ent)
mea sure ment and sev eral pre dic tor (inde pend ent)
vari ables as is the sit u a tion with many regres sion
anal y sis. I will often use the term multivariable as a
qual i fier to a regres sion e.g. multivariable logis tic
regres sion anal y sis to make the dis tinc tion between
this and a ‘simple’ logis tic regres sion model where
there is only a single pre dic tor vari able. How ever, I
would not con sider the term ‘multivariable anal y sis’
to convey any mean ing what so ever.”

Au thor af fil i a tions: a co nun drum
A conun drum pre sented by Jane Moody: if a
researcher works on a pro ject for two years in Centre
A and com pletes writ ing it up in Centre B, from
where it is submitted, should the affil i a tion be given
as Centre A or Centre B? Except for a bit of dis sent in
the Span ish quar ter (and Mary Ellen will put them
right on this) the answer was unan i mous: the cor rect
affil i a tion is where the work was done, in this case
Centre A.

Po si tioning of num bered ci ta tions when 
au thors are named in text
The Span ish contingent, in the person of Iain Patten,
put us to the test again, asking what the cor rect
posi tion is of the cita tion number in a sen tence where
the authors are men tioned? For exam ple is it

Smith et al con sider cita tion to be cor rectly
posi tioned at the end of the sen tence or clause.1 

or
Brown et al2 found that this was not the case?

Here the votes came in strongly for the Brown
alter na tive being more log i cal. 

Iain was also keen to know if there are regional

dif fer ences or any trends towards one or the other
style. In Aus tra lia they read a lot of over seas jour nals
and are there fore well placed to notice national
dif fer ences in Eng lish-language jour nals. Rhana Pike
had not noticed any dif fer ences but added, “Putting
the cita tion at the end of the sen tence is common in
jour nals that pub lish a lot of num bers. If the cita tion is
after the stop, it won’t be mis taken for an expo nent. So 
med i cal jour nals, which use the Van cou ver
ref er enc ing style, often cite at the end (though the
AMA (US) style is to put the cita tion inside some
punc tu a tion marks but not others). Putting the
cita tion near the name is cus tom ary in the author–
date system (Brown et al. (year)) used mainly in social
sci ence jour nals.”

Tech nol ogy might be coming into play though,
because Karen Shashok has noticed a new fash ion of
putt ing the name and date cita tion at the end of the
sen tence, which she thought could be for the ben e fit of 
con tent repackagers. It would enable them to more
easily toggle between the name–date system and the
num bered system. It could also help pub lish ers
outsourcing to copy edi tors who may not be able to
decide the most useful place to deploy the cita tion
within the sen tence. 

Liz Wager added that soft ware pack ages such as
Ref er ence Man ager and EndNote can con vert the
style of in-text cita tions (e.g. use of brack ets,
super scripts etc.) and the ref er ence list but cannot
change the posi tion of the in-text cita tions. This means 
that if you want to make a change between the cita tion 
posi tion rel a tive to punc tu a tion (e.g. inside or out side
a full stop) this has to be done man u ally. Help was at
hand. Kathleen Lyle and Mar ga ret Cooter offered
macros for the job for anyone inter ested. 

Rod Hunt, very philo soph i cally, said that Iain could
not have his cake and eat it. You would always land
up in a mess if you attempted to enjoy the econ omy of
the num bered system while retain ing fea tures from
the more infor ma tive name–date system. Rod advised 
that in such cases a deci sion should be made either for
a pure number cita tion, in which case the number
should be attached to the rel e vant noun (as in the
Brown case), or for the full-blown name–date system.
Iain was not sure he had entirely under stood this as he 
had wanted to know what hap pened when both
number and name were pres ent. (But the point is: why 
have both? When I was man ag ing editor of
Diabetologia we had a policy of not men tion ing
authors’ names, but for another reason: this pre cluded 
the pos si bil ity of syco phan tic or, worse still,
self-puffing writ ing. I have just edited a manu script
by author XYZ in which the text was lib er ally
sprin kled with “XYZ et al. put for ward this
hypoth e sis” and “YXZ’s results show . . .”. Not any
more, because all have been replaced by innoc u ous
num bers.)

Per cent ver sus %
The prize for men tion ing the ulti mate mess goes to
Mar ga ret Cooter this quar ter. She pointed out that
some jour nals use the word per cent whereas others
use the symbol %. Maybe enough said, but this is just
the tip of the ice berg. She went on: “The AMA style
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book says ‘Use Arabic numer als and the symbol % for
spe cific per cent ages’ The CSE style book says “per cent 
... ‘units per 100 units’, often rep re sented by the
symbol %. The Chi cago Manual of Style says ‘In
sci en tific and sta tis ti cal copy use the symbol % for a
per cent age; in human is tic copy, the word per cent’ 
The Econ o mist Style Guide says: ‘Use the sign % instead
of per cent and write per cent age, not %age.’…
Eisenberg’s Guide to Tech ni cal Editing says: ‘In gen eral,
use the symbol with the fig ures when giving results . . . 
include the symbol for each number within a range
includ ing zero . . . use the word per cent for approxi-
mate or rounded num bers.’ Judd’s Copy editing: a
prac ti cal guide says: ‘Normally, you should spell out
per cent and use digits with it. In tab u lar mat ters or
sta tis ti cal mate rial, the symbol may be used instead.’
Turabian’s Manual for Writers, says: ‘do not use the
symbol for per cent (%) when it is not pre ceded by a
figure. And note that per cent age, not per cent or %, is
the cor rect expres sion to use when no figure is given’.”

There’s more. Stuart Handysides added that The
New Fowler’s Modern Eng lish Usage dis tin guishes the
per cent in Amer i can Eng lish from per cent in Brit ish
Eng lish but has no advice for use of the symbol. Stuart
said he kept per cent for use with num bers expressed
in words, usu ally at the start of sen tences.

It’s not over yet. Hugh de Glan ville bewil ders
fur ther with: “The late DM Davies through out some

30 years of writ ing about adverse drug reac tions
insisted on per cent in all instances except the
con cen tra tion of a prep a ra tion or its con stit u ents. For
exam ple he would have writ ten “Ten per cent of
patients treated with 2% arsenic in arachis oil . . .”

Solu tions were not forth com ing. Per haps the last
word should be left to Norman Grossblatt, “It
cer tainly backs up my belief that if you have enough
style guides you can find pub lished sup port for just
about any thing you want to do in a manu script.” 

Joining the forum
You can join the Forum by sending the one-line
message “subscribe ease-forum” (without the
quotation marks) to majordomo@helsinki.fi. More
information can be found on the EASE web site
(www.ease.org.uk).

Elise Langdon-Neuner (compiler)
langdoe@baxter.com

Discussion initiators
John Glen: john_glen@jgla.demon.co.uk
Tricia Reichert: treichert@rheumatology.org
Jane Moody: jmoody@rcog.org.uk
Iain Patten: ikpatten@ono.com
Margaret Cooter: mcooter@bmj.com

Book re views
APA. 2005. Con cise rules of APA style. Wash ing ton, DC: Amer i can Psy cho log i cal Asso ci a tion.
Spiral bound, 212 + x p. USD26.95/GBP17.95. ISBN 1-59147-252-0.

This is an excel lent text in an irri tat ing format. The
APA describes it as an easy-to-use pocket guide, but its 
222 pages, 115 x 215 mm, held together by a 12 mm
spiral bind ing, do not fit com fort ably into the pock ets
of any of my clothes. As with most spiral bind ings, the
pages fre quently do not turn easily, and the cover was
begin ning to show wear and tear even before I had
fin ished review ing the book. 

I have long con sid ered the APA’s large (439 pages)
Pub li ca tion manual to be among the best guides to
effec tive sci en tific writ ing. The Con cise rules is
com piled from that manual, and shares the
thor ough ness and wisdom of its source. It is not just a
guide to skil ful han dling of words: “style” in the title
refers to all aspects of the pre sen ta tion of infor ma tion
to read ers. Guid ance on choice and han dling of
lan guage, punc tu a tion, and spell ing is first class, if
occa sion ally pedan tic and couched in gram mat i cal

ter mi nol ogy that will defeat many UK read ers, but it
occu pies only a quar ter of the book: the rest con tains
good advice on the vary ing types of fig ures that can
be used, out lin ing their dif fer ent ben e fits, and
detailed advice on cita tion of ref er ences, includ ing
cita tion of mate rial from web sites and from
unpub lished papers pre sented at con fer ences. 

Like its source, the Con cise rules is a ref er ence text,
to be dipped into as que ries arise. If you want a
ref er ence text that, in the words of the APA web
adver tis ing, “will travel easily from home to school to 
office” the Con cise rules will be more por ta ble than the 
fifth edi tion of the Pub li ca tion Manual, but given
USD26.95 to spend on a reli able ref er ence book, I
would choose the soft cover edi tion of the Pub li ca tion
manual, which is exactly the same price as the Rules.

John Kirk man
kirk man.ramsbury@btconnect.com

Vivian Cook. 2004. Acomodating brocolli in the cemetary or why can’t any body spell. London:
Pro file Books. Hard back, 160p. GBP9.99. ISBN 1-86197623-2.

Vivian Cook is a pro fes sor of applied lin guis tics at
New cas tle Uni ver sity and there fore well placed to
share his obser va tions about peo ple’s dif fi cul ties with
Eng lish spell ing. He has deliv ered what could have
been a seri ous and heavy-going aca demic tome as a

delight ful, inter est ing, eru dite, and fun small volume 
that is full of the most scurrilous and enlight en ing
insights.

He starts with Shaw and Chomsky and their
dif fer ent ideas of how spell ing works, which leads
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him straight into his argu ment. In Eng lish, one of the
func tions of spell ing is to show the sounds of words,
but the cor re spon dence between spell ing and sound
is not at all straight for ward, and if you don’t know
the rules you are very likely to get it wrong (although
Eng lish spell ing is very sys tem atic). The second
func tion of spell ing is to show what words mean —
and to use Eng lish you have to con nect let ters and
sounds and also remem ber a whole host of indi vid ual 
words, common and uncom mon. The strength of the
lan guage is its flex i bil ity; its spell ing can handle
integration of new for eign words easily. This has led
to, or even encour aged, new cre ations in all walks of
life, from busi ness to plea sure to aca de mia. People
may not under stand each other’s spoken Eng lish but
writ ten Eng lish is pretty much the world’s lingua
franca in, for exam ple, the press and sci ence. 

We don’t get wor ried if people have dif fi cul ties
pro nounc ing Eng lish words — so why get wor ried if
people cannot spell? Cook argues that it is point less
get ting emo tional or dic ta to rial about rules of
spell ing or look ing at his tor i cal rules to under stand
how modern spell ing works. His inten tion with this
little book is to cel e brate the rich ness and
resource ful ness of Eng lish spell ing, taking exam ples
from real use. The “chap ters” are in no par tic u lar

order and are inter spersed with tests in which
inter ested read ers can find out their own strengths
and weak nesses.

Leafing around and dip ping in and out of the many
chap ters of this book is very enjoy able. The anec dotal
is closely fol lowed by the aca demic, the worthy by the
wicked (from Limp Bizkit to Wylde Winta for Luvah
Girl). The scope ranges from pop groups’ names, text
mes sages, hyphen ation, uses of “till, ‘til, ‘til’ and
until”, and car number plates, to that well-known
source of enter tain ment for well-travelled West erners, 
for eign hotels (“Smiles and kidness are wait ing for
you”). Race horses, busi nesses and prod ucts, traf fic
signs, spell ings in cook ery, Wargs and Heeche (and
how to speak to them — you’ll have to look it up for
your selves!), mis takes by non-native speak ers, drug
names — the list seems end less. US versus Brit ish
spell ings are given through out. 

This small volume offers amaz ing encyclopaedic
depth, width, and breadth, leaves its read ers
chuck ling, and is writ ten in an easily acces si ble style
that not only edi tors and lin guists will make sense of
— a cel e bra tion indeed. Anyone with the slight est bit
of inter est in the Eng lish lan guage should own a copy.

Birte Twisselmann
btwisselmann@bmj.com

CJ Moore. 2003. In other words: a lan guage lover’s guide to the most intrigu ing words around
the world. Oxford: Oxford Uni ver sity Press. Hard back, 128 p. GBP9.99. ISBN 0-19-280624-6.

This is a strange little book. When I started read ing it I 
thought it was going to be about untrans lat able
words (such as duende or samiz dat), words that
express suc cinctly in one lan guage some thing that
needs a sen tence if not a para graph to trans late into
another lan guage — and it does con tain a number of
these, but a lot of the entries are not words but
phrases or idioms. What they have in common is that
they indi cate some thing about the cul ture from
which they come. The scope of this book is
extraor di nary, and as a result in a number of cases
only one or two entries come from some of the
lan guages involved.

After a fore word by Simon Win ches ter the book
starts with an intro duc tion in which the author
explains what he is going to do, partly by point ing out 
how many for eign words have been incor po rated
into Eng lish pre cisely because there was no Eng lish
equiv a lent and also remind ing us that even words we
think we under stand, such as democ racy, may prove
to mean some thing quite dif fer ent when trans lated
into, say, Chi nese.

The first chap ter deals with West ern Euro pean
lan guages; after a short intro duc tion there are from
two to six pages on each of French, German, Ital ian,

Dutch, Span ish and Por tu guese. East ern Euro pean
lan guages are dealt with sim i larly in the second
chap ter, with sec tions devoted to Czech and
Hun gar ian, Polish and Rus sian. There fol lows a short
chap ter on Yid dish, then one on Nordic lan guages
with sec tions on Danish, Swed ish, Nor we gian,
Finn ish and Ice lan dic.

The Middle East ern languages chap ter has sec tions
on Arabic, Turk ish and Per sian. Afri can lan guages are 
dealt with in a four-page chap ter, while the Asian
lan guages chap ter has sec tions on Chi nese, Jap a nese,
East/South east Asian lan guages and Indian
lan guages. There fol lows a chap ter on ancient
lan guages with sec tions on Greek, Latin, San skrit and
(rather sur pris ingly) Scot tish Gaelic and Irish. Two
fur ther chap ters deal with indigenous lan guages and
creole and pidgin lan guages.

Alto gether this is a fas ci nat ing over view of
inter est ing words and phrases from an
extraor di narily wide range of sources. It will enter tain 
and inform read ers about the cul tures behind these
lan guages, but in no way is it a ref er ence book of
untrans lat able words.

John W Glen
john_glen@jgla.demon.co.uk
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Sol o mon Posen. 2005. The doctor in lit er a ture: sat is fac tion or resent ment? Fore word by Edward J
Huth. Oxford: Radcliffe Press. Paper back, 392p. GBP29.95. ISBN 1-85775-609-6.

This book on doc tors in fic tion is writ ten and printed
in a won der fully read able style, with charm and
wisdom. It is, in truth, an ency clo pe dia, with 1500
pas sages offer ing some 600 appear ances of doc tors in
every field from psy chi a try to sur gery. A second book
is prom ised from Radcliffe in 2005.

The cur rent volume covers topics includ ing the fee,
time-use, doctor and patient behaviour, treat ment
issues, the ward round, con fron ta tion, and lit i ga tion.
A breath tak ingly inclu sive 23-page bib li og ra phy
pre cedes a 21-page index (one random run: oper a tion,
pla cebo effect; ophthalmoscopy; opin ion-based
med i cine; opti mism, inap pro pri ate; osteogenic
sar coma). The author drew on data bases and
bib li og ra phies as well as on his own early lit er ary
train ing. Sources range from ancient times to the
pres ent; almost all are fic tion (prose and poetry)
writ ten in or trans lated into Eng lish. Some authors
have med i cal train ing, but the wide range of talent
rep re sented — which, as  Posen wryly notes, pro duces 
a dis turb ing jux ta po si tion of Nobel Lau re ates and
very minor lit er ary fig ures — con vinc ingly enhances
cred i bil ity. My unpub lished thesis (on doc tors in
fic tion, Hel sinki, 1969) sim i larly indi cates that the
most accu rate depic tions of the gritty real ity of
med i cine come from doc tor-authors, and the more
renowned the author, the more likely that the doctor
will play a sym bolic role.

 In this volume some doc tors’ depic tions are, in
dou ble-negative med i cal phrase ol ogy, “not
unfa vour able” though there is also a col lec tion of
dupes, des pots, and drunk ards. A half-cen tury of
med i cal expe ri ence allows Posen to season deep
med i cal knowl edge with ironic insider humour. He
shows, rather aston ish ingly, that across the mil len nia
plau dits and com plaints have under gone little or no
change. For instance, the doctor who says “I view’d
your urine and the hypostasis, thick and obscure doth

make your danger great”, and the one who says “her
com plex ion and conjunctivae had the mud di ness of
chronic gas tri tis”, are found in Marlowe’s
Tamburlaine of 1590 and Thomp son’s Not as a Stranger
of 1955, respec tively. The obser va tion “There’s no
more credit to be given to th’ face than to a sicke
man’s urine” comes from a doctor in Web ster’s 1623
Duch ess of Malfi.

Doc tors’ use of med i cal jargon and secret sym bols
is not exempt from scru tiny. When Charles Reade
asserts in his 1863 novel that “some of . . . [Doctor
Wycherley’s] secret hiero glyph ics would not have
misbecome the tomb of Cheops” he is restating
Pliny’s view that the gull ible patients prefer what
they do not under stand to what they do under stand.
Wycherley’s circumlocutions “earned him the
admi ra tion of fools; and that is as invalu able as they
are innu mer a ble.” The Egyp tian doctor Sinuhe (1945) 
of Finn ish nov el ist Mika Waltari asks his teacher
about evi dence and then com plains, “He merely
looked at me as if I were half-witted and said ‘It is so
writ ten’.” But this was no answer. Then comes a
smooth glide back — or for ward — to 1867 and a
Mat thew Arnold poem: “Nor bring to see me cease to
live/ Some doctor full of phrase and fame,/To shake
his sapi ent head and give/The ill he cannot cure a
name.”

This book will attract read ers to open it and be
enlight ened and amused. For EASE mem bers the
most rel e vant aspect is that it makes easy the search
for those need ing exam ples and quo ta tions for their
own pub li ca tions. Each descrip tion as well as each
quo ta tion is ref er enced, line by line, to pages in a
cur rent edi tion of the work. This was the author’s
intent; he has suc ceeded, and I applaud the result,
only feel ing impa tient for more.

Car o lyn Brimley Norris
carol.norris@hel sinki.fi

News from com mit tees

EASE Coun cil update

Bar ce lona was once again the venue for the latest
EASE Coun cil meet ing, held on April 28th and 30th in
con junc tion with the fourth Annual Gen eral Meet ing
(AGM) of EASE and the EASE Sem i nar “Habits in
sci ence com mu ni ca tion and sci ence pub lish ing”.
Coun cil was very pleased with the qual ity of the
sem i nar, another prod uct of Remedios Melero’s
indus tri ous efforts. It drew even more par tic i pants
than the first sem i nar held in 2004. Coun cil hopes to
con tinue the tra di tion of hold ing annual sem i nars in
non-conference years.

Accord ing to the finan cial report pre sented at the
AGM, 2004 showed a slight def i cit, as did the
pre ced ing year. How ever, this result was expected in

that the annual sem i nar had been held for the first
time, work to revamp the web site had begun and the
switch to han dling the mem ber ships and
sub scrip tions in-house needed to be funded. In fact,
taking over the work from the sub scrip tion agent
proved to be far more time-consuming than
expected, as arrang ing the bank ing trans fers proved
to be very com pli cated. Invoicing was there fore
delayed and only recently has the Treasurer been
granted the right to handle credit card pay ments. In
order to min i mize future def i cits, the indi vid ual
mem ber ship fee will be increased to GBP66.00 in
2006; cor po rate mem ber ship will be increased
accord ingly. 
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This year, plans to mod ern ize the EASE logo came
to fru ition. Alison Clayson pre sented alter na tives for
Coun cil to choose from. A com plete pro mo tional
pack age (leaf lets, flyers, a poster, etc.) will be
devel oped around the new logo. As the person in
charge of mem ber ship recruit ment and pro mo tion,
Alison empha sized the fact that vis i bil ity is a key
factor, and she will be work ing to improve the
vis i bil ity of EASE. 

One pro ject to pro mote EASE reached its
con clu sion when EASE made an agree ment with a
pub lisher under which the pub lisher will be given as
many as 100 sub scrip tions for its edi tors at a reduced
price for one year. It is hoped that receiv ing Euro pean
Sci ence Editing will encour age these edi tors to join
EASE. So far sub scrip tions are going out to 57 edi tors
under this plan.

It was agreed that any orga ni za tion that is
arrang ing an edu ca tional activ ity, such as a course, to
which an EASE member is con trib ut ing or help ing to
orga nize must submit a request in writ ing to the
Pres i dent for the right to link the EASE name to its
programme. The Pres i dent will then con sult Coun cil
on whether to approve the request. 

The pos si bil ity of obtain ing EU fund ing for a
spe cial pro ject was given even greater atten tion. Rod
Hunt, who had been appointed in 2003 to head this

effort, was joined on the com mit tee by Jenny Gretton
and Elis a beth Kessler. They will first direct their
atten tion to pos si ble par tic i pa tion in two EU efforts
that had been brought to the atten tion of Elis a beth
Kessler.

The mail-list ser vices that had been set up at the
begin ning of 2005 to improve com mu ni ca tion within
Coun cil, the Pub li ca tion Com mit tee and the
Programme Com mit tee had not been put to as much
use as expected. If use does not increase these ser vices
will be discon tin ued.

A point of dis sat is fac tion arose when the
forth com ing Ninth Gen eral Assem bly and
Con fer ence was dis cussed. Some Coun cil mem bers
felt that they had not had enough feed back about the
con fer ence. In the absence of the Programme
Com mit tee chair man, the ten ta tive programme was
dis cussed. As a result the Programme Com mit tee was
asked to revise the programme to take into
con sid er ation the com ments of Coun cil.

A nom i na tion com mit tee was appointed to
nom i nate offi cers for 2006–2009. The Pres i dent and
the two Vice-Pres i dents will be joined by a fourth
member in this endeavour.

Georgianna Oja
Sec re tary
ease@pp.inet.fi

Pub li ca tions committee

The Pub li ca tions Committee met in Bar ce lona at the
Insti tute for Cata lan Studies on 30 April 2005, after
the sem i nar reported in this issue of ESE (p. 84–85 ).
Hervé Maisonneuve (Chair man), Mar ga ret Cooter,
John Glen, Elise Langdon-Neuner, Moira Vekony,
Maeve O’Connor, Edward Towpik, Jane Moody, Jane
Sykes, and Emma Camp bell were pres ent. It was the
first meet ing for Emma Camp bell, a phys io ther a pist
with a PhD in neurosciences, who works for the
Nature pub lish ing group and is now deputy editor
for Nature Neu rol ogy (to be launched).

All con tri bu tions from the mem bers of the Pub li ca tions
Com mit tee are always ready on time and the jour nal is
being suc cess fully pro duced four times a year. 

At this meet ing  the var i ous sec tions of the jour nal
were reviewed and the com mit tee was happy to note
that con tri bu tions on edit ing in China and Russia had
been pub lished. Other prom ised arti cles for the
“Editing around the world” sec tion have not yet
arrived. Find ing authors and obtain ing papers is a
long pro cess, though Edward Towpik has been very
active. He wel comes sug ges tions and help, and
vol un teers are called for (see edi to rial in this issue, p.
73).

A sec tion on ethics is to be dis cussed at some later
time. As usual, a ded i cated editor must vol un teer to
look after this sec tion.

Margaret Cooter pro posed a sec tion enti tled
“Pro file of an editor”. The idea was appeal ing and it
could be done using the format of a few short
ques tions and answers. Margaret will sug gest a list of
six to ten ques tions and a deci sion will be taken in
Novem ber 2005.

The Sci ence Edi tors’ Handbook is con tin u ing its
expan sion. A chap ter on genetics was dis trib uted to
all mem bers with the Feb ru ary issue. At the Kraków
con fer ence next year five to eight new chap ters should
be avail able. More promotion of the hand book is still
needed.

Linus Svens son made a pre sen ta tion of the tem plate 
of the new web site to the Coun cil and Pub li ca tion
Committee, and a few changes were requested by
those pres ent. Fur ther devel op ments that are needed
include a search engine and a system allowing
mem bers to pay sub scrip tions online. Emma
Camp bell has agreed to upload the mate rial and to act 
as webmaster. The new site should be launched before 
long: look out for it.

Hervé Maisonneuve
Chief edi tor, Euro pean Sci ence Editing
hervemaison@wanadoo.fr
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Programme com mit tee: 5th re port

The Programme Com mit tee met twice within a period 
of less than two months during the first half of 2005,
first in Bar ce lona on April 30th in con junc tion with the
2005 sem i nar and the fourth EASE annual gen eral
meet ing, and then in London on June 11th.

In Bar ce lona, the main con cern of the meet ing
turned out to be a dis cus sion of the reservations
expressed in Coun cil during their meet ing ear lier in
the day about the ten ta tive programme that had been
set up for the Ninth Gen eral Assem bly and
Con fer ence. The major out come was that the number
of ses sions for sub mit ted papers was reduced, some
adjust ments were made to the invi ta tions to ple nary
speak ers, and minor changes were made to make the
programme appeal to a wider audi ence. 

At the meet ing in London, Jenny Gretton was asked
to take over as chair man of the Com mit tee, as Tom van 
Loon, the former chair man, had resigned as a result of
his dis ap proval of changes made in Bar ce lona. Rod
Hunt became vice-chairman. The first task of the new
chair man and vice-chairman has been a visit to
Kraków to check up on the venue and meet the con tact 
at the con fer ence bureau and the chair man of the local
orga niz ing com mit tee.

Cur rently, arrange ments for prac ti cal mat ters
con cern ing the venue are at a stand still because there
have been delays in the con struc tion of the intended
con fer ence centre. The new chair man has now looked

at alter na tive possibilities. The rest of the plans, for
exam ple for the con fer ence ban quet, social
programme and the like, are going for ward on
sched ule.

From the begin ning, the Com mit tee has had a goal
of 200 par tic i pants as the break-even point for the
Con fer ence and has set up the budget accord ingly. So
far there has been no reason to revise this. How ever,
it has been pointed out that the time of year of future
con fer ences should be recon sid ered, par tic u larly in
rela tion to uni ver sity sched ules. For exam ple, the
2006 con fer ence is being held during the week of
finals, at least in Europe, and this may  influ ence
par tic i pa tion.

The first cir cu lar for the meet ing was dis trib uted
with the Feb ru ary issue of Euro pean Sci ence Editing
and can also be found on the EASE web site (www.
ease.org.uk). Anyone wishing to express inter est in
the Con fer ence can do so there or by return ing the
form by post. The final circular, to be dis trib uted with
the Novem ber issue of European Sci ence Editing, will
con tain infor ma tion on travel arrange ments, hotels,
and pre- or post- con fer ence tours, as well as details
of the sessions.

Georgianna Oja
ease@pp.inet.fi
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EASE Coun cil offi cers at the Institut d'Estudis Cata lan, Bar ce lona, during the
AGM on 29 April 2005. Left to right: Ricardo Guerrero, Georgianna Oja,
Elis a beth Kessler, Arjan Polderman, Jenny Gretton.
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