
Sec ond re gional con fer ence on med i cal jour nal ism in the WHO East ern
Med i ter ra nean Re gion

10–12 Octo ber 2004; Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

After zig zag ging across sev eral coun tries of the
region, I finally arrived in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, for
the second regional con fer ence on med i cal jour nal ism
in the World Health Orga ni za tion’s East ern
Med i ter ra nean Region (EMRO). This year, the
con fer ence was orga nized by the Saudi Med i cal Jour nal, 
the WHO Regional Office, and some other Saudi
sci ence and research cen tres.

One hun dred and fifty-five par tic i pants, includ ing
edi tors, sci en tists and research ers from 11 coun tries of
the region, as well as sev eral dis tin guished guest
speak ers from the United States, Canada, and the
United King dom, out lined the cur rent status and the
prob lems and con straints of sci en tific research and
bio med i cal jour nal ism in the region. More of our
Western col leagues were pres ent than at our first
con fer ence, held in Cairo, Egypt last year [1], but some 
of our col leagues — such as those from Iraq — could
not attend this time.

The first day of the con fer ence focused on the
cur rent status and impor tance of bio med i cal research
in the region, with talks that con sid ered research
meth od ol ogy and a work shop on biostatistics. The
second and third days were meant to focus on
jour nal ism in the region, but some intrigu ing
dis cus sions on research that began on the first day
con tin ued through these two days. The audi ence
con trib uted impor tant ques tions and com ments.
Many of the research ers inde pend ently iden ti fied
iden ti cal bar ri ers to con duct ing sci en tific research in
the region, most impor tantly the lim ited
gov ern men tal funds allo cated to research, the brain
drain, and the lack of incen tives for research ers.
Although many of the par tic i pants real ize they have
trou ble doing sci en tific research, and some can
iden tify some of the prob lems, none reported find ing
prac ti cal solu tions to the con di tion; almost all remain
in a state of self-analysis.

The most impor tant event of this con fer ence, in my
opin ion, was the announce ment of the offi cial birth of
the East ern Med i ter ra nean Asso ci a tion of Med i cal
Edi tors (EMAME). The first regional con fer ence on
med i cal jour nal ism (7–9 Octo ber 2003) set up a task
force to estab lish the asso ci a tion [1]. On Sunday 10
Octo ber 2004 task force mem bers, with Bruce Squires
and Farrokh Habibzadeh of the World Asso ci a tion of
Med i cal Edi tors (WAME), Najeeb Al-Shorbaji of WHO 
EMRO, James Tumwine of the Forum of Afri can
Med i cal Edi tors (FAME), and Andrew Herxheimer of
the Cochrane Col lab o ra tion, finalized the EMAME
con sti tu tion and agreed to wind up the task force.

Mem bers of the task force were reas signed as
mem bers of the interim Exec u tive Coun cil of
EMAME: Basim Yaqub of Saudi Arabia is pres i dent;
Ahmad Jamal of Bah rain is vice-president; Farhad
Handjani of Iran is gen eral-secretary/trea surer;
Ahmed El-Morsy of Egypt, Yusif Kordofani of Sudan, 
Maqbool Jafary of Paki stan and Jane Nichol son of
WHO EMRO are mem bers, and Susan Douglas of
Saudi Arabia is admin is tra tive sec re tary.
Fur ther more, Najeeb Al-Shorbaji of WHO EMRO
and Farrokh Habibzadeh of WAME were elected as
advisers to the interim Exec u tive Coun cil and Bruce
Squires of WAME accepted an invi ta tion to be an
hon or ary member.

Accord ing to its con sti tu tion, EMAME shall be a
non-governmental, non-partisan, and non-profit-
making organization whose mis sion is to sup port
and pro mote med i cal jour nal ism in the East ern
Med i ter ra nean Region by fos ter ing net work ing,
edu ca tion, dis cus sion, and exchange, and it is to be
an author i ta tive resource on cur rent and emerg ing
issues in the com mu ni ca tion of sci en tific
infor ma tion.

EMAME’s Dis cus sion Group, though not highly
active, has been work ing since last year. The interim
Exec u tive Coun cil is now work ing on the struc ture of
the association’s com mit tees, the reg is tra tion of
mem bers, and the launch of a web site, which will
announced soon. It was agreed that the third
con fer ence will be held in Shiraz, Iran, within the
next two years.

I believe that every med i cal editor in the region
should be a member of both EMAME and WAME;
EMAME will help them to dis cuss and face their
cur rent prob lems — the very basic prob lems spe cific
to the region, such as lack of exper tise in desk top
pub lish ing, which for lack of con tri bu tions by edi tors 
work ing in devel op ing coun tries to WAME, are
rarely men tioned in its dis cus sions. WAME, on the
other hand, will assist our edi tors to become famil iar
with obsta cles that, although not yet faced by many
of them, they will cer tainly all encoun ter in the future 
(such as con flicts of inter est, contributorship vs
author ship, redun dant pub li ca tion).

Farrokh Habibzadeh
Ira nian Jour nal of Med i cal Sci ences
habibzaf@sums.ac.ir
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Eth ics of the peer re view sys tem

32nd Inter na tional Geo log i cal Con gress
20–28 August 2004; Flor ence, Italy

Over 7000 earth sci en tists gath ered for this con gress
in Flor ence (Italy), and over 450 pre sen ta tions were
deliv ered (in a large number of par al lel ses sions). One 
of these par al lel ses sions con sid ered “Ethics of the
peer review system and qual ity assess ment in earth
sci ences”. The com bi na tion of topics may seem
strange, but edi tors are per haps more able to judge
the qual ity of the earth sci ence output of the var i ous
earth sci ence orga ni za tions (uni ver si ties, geo log i cal
sur veys, etc.) than are national or uni ver sity
com mit tees. Some of the con tri bu tions of the ses sion
may be of par tic u lar inter est to EASE mem bers.

The first pre sen ta tion was by Gail Ashley, former
editor of the Jour nal of Sed i men tary Research (and one
of the few geo log i cal edi tors-in-chief who devoted
atten tion, on a reg u lar basis, to edi to rial aspects in
edi to ri als). She dis cussed the three main chal lenges of 
peer review — get ting the right review ers/reviews,
han dling the reviews, and fil ter ing out “recy cled
sci ence” by means of the peer review pro cess —
empha siz ing that these chal lenges hinge on the ethics
of all the people involved.

Ted Nield, a sci ence and com mu ni ca tion offi cer
(and a sci ence writer) at the Geo log i cal Soci ety of
London, dis cussed the rea sons behind the public
mis trust of sci ence. In his opin ion, sci en tists are
wrong in their common belief (really?) that the
mis trust arises from (sci ence) jour nal ists quot ing
from the grey lit er a ture. It is not true, accord ing to
him, that sci ence writ ers and jour nal ists are not aware 
of the func tion of peer review. Instead, they see no
reason for going into the details of peer review when
pre sent ing a sci ence topic to the lay public. More over, 
if the public could be made aware of how peer review
works, they would  prob a bly form a very low opin ion
of it, par tic u larly of the con ven tion that allows
reviewers to remain anonymous.

This last state ment raised a lot of dis cus sion about
the desir abil ity of ano nym ity. Those in atten dance
were asked what they did: some 80% of del e gates
(who all reviewed manu scripts more or less
fre quently) said that they always revealed their
names, even if their com ments were neg a tive, about
10% were reluc tant to do so if their com ments were
neg a tive but revealed their names if their advice was
largely pos i tive, and only some 10% never revealed
their names as review ers. Obvi ously, the “floor” was
not rep re sen ta tive of the entire geo log i cal com mu nity
(only a frac tion of the par tic i pants attended this
par al lel ses sion), let alone the entire sci en tific
com mu nity, but this out come was remark able. The
rea sons for these atti tudes were as diverse as they
were inter est ing.

Monica Easton pre sented an insider’s per spec tive of 
eth i cal chal lenges in geoscientific pub lish ing,
focus ing on the dif fer ent eth i cal prob lems of authors,
review ers/edi tors, and pub lish ers/senior edi tors. She
empha sized that the var i ous issues may be sim i lar in
some respects, but that the avail able solu tions differ
for these three groups (I have tried to con vince her
that she should work this infor ma tion into a
sub stan tial con tri bu tion to Euro pean Sci ence Editing).

John Clague, a well-known Qua ter nary geol o gist
(Simon Fraser Uni ver sity, Brit ish Columbia) pleaded
for simple lan guage in pub li ca tions. Spe cial iza tion
and the resul tant spe cial ist ter mi nol ogy are not
inher ently bad, but spe cial iza tion has frag mented
earth sci ence (like other dis ci plines) and there fore has
had a neg a tive impact not only on public
under stand ing but also on com mu ni ca tion with
spe cial ists in related fields. Accord ing to the speaker,
jour nal edi tors have a respon si bil ity to imple ment
edi to rial pol i cies that improve the clar ity of earth
sci ence lit er a ture.

AJ (Tom) van Loon
tvanloon@ultra.cto.us.edu.pl

EASE–Fo rum di gest: Oc to ber–De cem ber 2004
Se quel
The dis cus sion about outsourcing edit ing (ESE
2004;30(4):121–122) has con tin ued. In response to
calls from the crowd Terry Clay ton has agreed to
write an arti cle for ESE, which prom ises to be very
inter est ing. 

How long is a read able line?
Patri cia Shaffer asked what she called a ple be ian
ques tion: would a jour nal with a heavy maths con tent 
and long equa tions work in 8.5 inches width with two 
col umns. John Glen said that long equa tions were
easily split between two lines in his jour nal, which
has two col umns and a sim i lar width. Only rarely was 

it nec es sary to put really long equa tions across the
whole page. David Roseveare reported that Springer
jour nals use this format with out any prob lems.

Patri cia also asked what the impli ca tions would be
of print ing this width in one column? She had
res er va tions about exces sively long lines in a single
column format detract ing from read abil ity. Yateendra
Joshi con sid ered these to be well founded because a
single column of 8 inches was too wide. He referred to
the Charlesworth group, which gives jour nals awards
for typo graph i cal excel lence and whose expe ri ence
was that read ers prefer dou ble-column for mats.
Fur ther more, research shows that a 65–70 char ac ter
line length is the max i mum which is easy to use. 
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This prompted Mar ga ret Cooter to muse on why
abstracts often run right across the page and
fre quently in one dense para graph too. Yateen had the
answer for this. It harks back to index cards: abstracts
were pasted onto cards for filing. Shades, he thought,
of the rail way gauge going back to the width of Roman 
char i ots. This is an apt com par i son except that
jour nals should be easy to change, rail way gauges less
so. Having recently been involved in design ing a
brand new med i cal jour nal I have real ized that it is
only tra di tion that makes so many bio med i cal jour nals 
as dull as dish wa ter, but then hardly anyone reads
them anyway — or do they? Per haps we should be
asking more plebeian ques tions.

Are ab stracts, in for mal re ports and map 
com pi la tions pub li ca tions?
What exactly con sti tutes “pub li ca tion”? David
Rob erts, who asked the ques tion, thought that
abstracts, infor mal reports and map com pi la tions are
not pub li ca tions. Terry Clay ton sug gested that a
pub li ca tion should be thought of as an infor ma tion
source, which Dublin Core defines as “any thing with
an iden tity”. Terry thought an abstract would not
qual ify in the con text of a pub li ca tion to some one’s
credit and an infor mal report would not qual ify if it
was merely inter nal. Liz Wager quoted the
Inter na tional Com mit tee of Medical Jour nal Edi tors’
advice on prior pub li ca tion and con cluded that the
com mit tee does not con sider abstracts to be full
pub li ca tions. She thought the same would apply to
inter nal reports. Items such as pro ceed ings and
infor mal reports are called grey lit er a ture as they are
partly in the public domain but often poorly
acces si ble, Rich ard Loch told us. Jour nals have
dif fer ent pol i cies on whether grey lit er a ture is
“pub lished”. Sally Morris pointed out that Learned
Pub lishing addressed this prob lem in 2000 and
prob a bly many of the thoughts are still per ti nent
(www.ingentaselect.com/cgi-bin/linker?reqidx=/cw/
alpsp/09531513/v13n4/s8/p251.idx&lkey=-1482444447 
&rkey=301096213).

A good rea son for us ing the fo rum
Some infor ma tion can take ages to find by search ing
books and sift ing through the internet. Why not ask an 
expert? All sub scrib ers to the forum are experts in
fields related to your work. Judy Baggot asked what
the degree MBChB was. A quick reply came from
Hugh de Glan ville: it should be MB ChB and stands
for Bach e lor of Med i cine and Bach e lor of Sur gery.

Ar ti cles that are too long 
Most jour nals have space prob lems and Jane Moody’s
expe ri ence (and mine too) is that it is rare to receive a
manu script that obeys the word limit. So I was
sur prised by the lack of response to Mar ga ret Cooter’s
ques tion. She wanted to know if forum sub scrib ers
expe ri enced authors who demanded to have their
papers twice as long as the word limit and not edited,
and what policy the edi tors fol lowed in such an
instance. The copy-edit ing I do has little to do with
cor rect ing gram mar, spell ing and incon sis ten cies and
a lot to do with slaugh ter ing rep e ti tion and

unnec es sary words, or even para graphs. But this is
rel a tively easy. The dif fi cult part is deal ing with the
authors once they have seen what you have done to
their Dec o rated Munic i pal Gothic prose (term coined
by Michael O’Donnell [1]). This requires insight into
sen si bil i ties, incred i ble diplo macy, and stick ing
power. A less nerve-wracking solu tion sug gested by
Jane Moody, but only for well-written long pieces, is
to split the papers into two parts, along “basic
sci ence” and “clin i cal prac tice” lines if pos si ble, but
she added that this was not always easy. The jour nal
could also refuse to pub lish, of course. I would have
thought the answer depends on rel a tive power, but
then Mar ga ret Cooter works at the BMJ.

Re cap on spell check ers
Mary Ellen Kerans asked for advice on Brit ish
Eng lish bio med i cal/phar ma ceu ti cal spell check ers or
on how to use the US Amer i can Stedman’s-Plus
spell checker and still be able to pro duce doc u ments
with Brit ish Eng lish spell ings. She was coor di nat ing
a group of trans la tors who found it irri tat ing to have
their Brit ish spell ings flagged on all doc u ments once
Stedman’s was installed.

Lotika Singha wrote to say she uses Dorland’s
spell checker, which allows her to switch between a
med i cal spell check and a “normal” one by making
selec tions in the Tools menu. She hadn’t com pared
Dorland’s and Stedman’s spell check ers, but it seemed 
that Dorland’s, like Stedman’s, only gives Amer i can
drug names and med i cal spell ings. So what Lotika
has done is make a custom dic tio nary with Brit ish
spell ings to run simul ta neously.

Mary Ellen wrote again to report that her team had
con tacted Stedman’s and they had con firmed that it
was indeed impos si ble to use the non-medical Brit ish 
spell checker once Stedman’s spell checker was
installed. They are trying out an alter na tive —
Spellex, which com bines both Brit ish and Amer i can
options so that nei ther colour nor color will be flagged. 
They’re not find ing it ideal — because surely one
would want either Brit ish or Amer i can spell ings to be 
flagged, to help ensure con sis tency.

Joining the fo rum
You can join the Forum by send ing the one-line
mes sage “sub scribe ease-forum” (with out the
quo ta tion marks) to maj or domo@hel sinki.fi. Do not
include a sub ject line or sig na ture or any text. To stop
receiv ing mes sages from the forum, send the
mes sage “unsubscribe ease-forum” to maj or domo@
hel sinki.fi. Once you have joined, you should send
mes sages for the forum to ease.forum@hel sinki.fi.
Please keep mes sages short. If you reply to some one
else’s mes sage, make sure to delete those parts of the
orig i nal mes sage that are not essen tial for
under stand ing your response. To keep other forum
par tic i pants informed, check that your reply (or a
copy of it) is sent to ease.forum@hel sinki.fi, not just to 
the sender of the orig i nal message. If your e-mail
soft ware has a “reply to all” pos si bil ity, this will
prob a bly do the job. Do not use the “reply to” or
“reply to sender” facil ity unless your mes sage is
intended for the orig i nal sender only.
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Anyone who loses con tact with the forum, or is
unable to estab lish a new sub scrip tion, will be able to
find infor ma tion on the EASE web site (www.ease.
org.uk).

Elise Langdon-Neuner (com piler)
langdoe@baxter.com

Dis cus sion ini ti a tors
Patri cia Shaffer: patri cia.Shaffer@informs.org
David Rob erts: David.Rob erts@NGU.NO
Judy Baggot: baggott@marionegri.it
Mar ga ret Cooter: mcooter@bmj.com
Mary Ellen Kerans: mekerans@telefonica.net
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Book re views
Janet Mac ken zie. 2004. The edi tor's com pan ion. Mel bourne: Cam bridge Uni ver sity Press. 
219 + xii p. AUD 39.95. GBP 22.99. ISBN 0-521-60569-5.

Experienced editors of sci ence pub li ca tions may not
need this book for direct use, but it is a pub li ca tion
you should not over look if you spend any time
teach ing new com ers to edit ing or writ ing. It is likely
to save you many hours given over to explain ing the
diverse tasks of an editor and how they relate to the
prep a ra tion of effec tive pub li ca tions.

The author is a work ing editor, indexer and trainer
who has had a 35-year career in pub lish ing and has
now pro duced a read able and enter tain ing guide to
edi to rial prac tice. It will be valu able to that grow ing
band of edi tors who work as indi vid u als and as
sub con trac tors to pub lish ers and have no men tors on
hand to answer ques tions about rela tion ships with
the people they meet in the pro cess of turn ing words
into print. I encour age you to place a copy of this
com pan ion on your book shelves to lend to those who
would oth er wise keep you from pur su ing more
prof it able activ i ties.

The tone is stri dently Aus tra lian. Most exam ples
are from the author's wide expe ri ence in pro vid ing
well-structured doc u ments for pub li ca tion in print or
elec tron i cally. It is not a style guide. It is a com pan ion
to the style guide of your choice. Sci ence edi tors
receive no spe cific advice. I was unhappy to see no
ref er ence to CSE's Sci en tific style and format or to our
own Sci ence editors’ handbook amongst the many other
sup port items men tioned in the text. Per haps I
expected too much from a gen eral guide such as this.

After remind ing read ers that an editor can save a
pub lisher con sid er able sums of money by the
appli ca tion of good struc tural tech niques the writer

goes on to give a com pre hen sive intro duc tion to
edit ing at the begin ning of the 21st cen tury. Mem bers
of EASE know that they belong to a truly inter na tional 
com mu nity of com mu ni ca tors. No such group exists
in the southern hemi sphere. The author has missed an 
oppor tu nity to remind sci ence edi tors in Aus tra lia
and New Zea land of the impor tance to them of
asso ci a tions such as EASE and CSE.

We are faced increas ingly with multi-authored
works des tined for pub li ca tion in books or jour nals,
par tic u larly from inter na tional groups of authors
whose first lan guage is not the lan guage of the
pub lisher. Spe cial care is needed in the prep a ra tion of
these for the authors' mes sage to be under stood.

Apart from a few Antip o dean insu lari ties, Janet
Mac ken zie gives much good advice to all edi tors. Be
coop er a tive but firm in deal ing with authors. Think of
your read ers at all times. Ques tion any thing you do
not under stand fully. Take great care in check ing
tables, cap tions to fig ures, ref er ences, run ning heads
and text in large type size. You will then have a fair
chance of sur viv ing as an editor. The chap ters on
Com plete ness and Con sis tency and on Free lance
Editing are help ful to begin ners. The Appen dix
enti tled Aus tra lian Stan dards for Editing Prac tice
issued in 2001 should be stud ied and com pared with
any sim i lar doc u ment pro duced in your own coun try.
Finally, you may find it cheaper to order a copy online
from Aus tra lia.

Basil Walby
basil@sciencevictoria.org.au

Jane Dorner. 2002. Writ ing for the Internet. Oxford: Oxford Uni ver sity Press. 128 pages. Paper back. 
GBP 7.99. ISBN 0-19-866285-8.

The think ing pro cess and the “nuts and bolts” of how
to write for on-screen read ing are the sub jects of this
book, not web design or coding. In the intro duc tion
the real pur pose of the book is summarized thus:
“Even if you know every thing in this book, it will still
help. That is because there will always be some one
else who wants you to post up some text that you
know will not work on a screen. Here’s the
ammu ni tion you need to per suade others that you
know what you are doing.”

Part of the onestepahead series, the book is intended 
to be dipped into, not read from cover to cover, and
you will find some chap ters more useful that others,
depend ing on your level of exper tise.

Begin ning with an over view of the dif fer ent forms
of com mu ni ca tion online — e-mail, chat, post ing on
the web — Chap ter 1 offers some advice on
“netiquette”, or how to com mu ni cate effec tively
elec tron i cally. Some of the advice is common sense,
but useful none the less.
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Chap ter 2 explores the con cept of “internet
pub lish ing” and states plainly that the internet is a
pub lish ing medium and as such is sub ject to the same
imper a tives as pub lish ing on paper: for exam ple,
con cern ing issues of design, accu racy, read abil ity and
ease of use. The tra di tional book and web pages are
com pared in terms of what they are “good for”. For
exam ple, paper is better for a long atten tion span, but
web pages win out when access to up-to-date
infor ma tion is impor tant. This chap ter also con sid ers
the very impor tant issue of copy right on the internet
— laying out (at a rather basic level) what it is and is
not per mis si ble to do. There is also an excel lent
explo ra tion of the con cepts of “lin ear ity” and
“interactivity” and how they affect how infor ma tion is 
pre sented on a col lec tion of web pages as opposed to
in a bound volume.

Chap ter 3, enti tled “Con sidering pur pose”, is really
self-explanatory. It covers issues such as goals, vis i tor
ben e fits, how to eval u ate other web sites, and how to
con sider your intended audi ence, i.e. how to attract
the right “end user”. This is fol lowed a chap ter
enti tled “Planning” — essen tial read ing for anyone
con tem plat ing a web site of more than six or so pages.
Ease of nav i ga tion, use of levels and site maps, even
things like page width and page length are con sid ered 
here.

Chap ters 5 and 6 are prob a bly the most useful parts
of the book for anyone want ing to write for the web.
Here you will find the real nuts and bolts of this
busi ness cov ered: how to organize text on a page,
good word-processing prac tice (as text will appear
dif fer ently on the screens of dif fer ent end-users). In

Chap ter 5 the value of good sum ma ries and wise
menu choices are dis cussed, along with other
impor tant style issues. Chap ter 6 goes on to dis cuss
that sub ject clos est to our hearts: “edit ing”. Although
much of the con tent of this chap ter should be second
nature to us, there are some useful new ways of
look ing at the edit ing pro cess, includ ing the
impor tance of being ruth less in edit ing out
unnec es sary words.

Also in Chap ter 6 there is a dis cus sion of indexing,
with inter est ing facts about how search engines use
ASCII num ber ing for the basis of sort ing (there are
some sur prises here). The bottom line is that it is best
to include a topic-based index to help users nav i gate
your site.

The last two chap ters of the book cover “Website
genres” (prob a bly the least useful sec tion of the book
for edi tors) and “Keeping read ers”, which covers
basics such as main te nance, keep ing the site look ing
“fresh” (as opposed to static) and sup ple ments that
are pos si ble, e.g. e-zines.

As with the other books in the onestepahead series
the last 20 pages are devoted to check lists that you
may wish to use during your quest to create the
per fect web site. There is also guid ance on how to
create a house style — sim i lar to that used for print
pub li ca tions, but with the empha sis on aspects
unique to web sites. Finally there is a list of web
cre ation resources — some of these may have
changed or moved since the book was pub lished —
and a glos sary.

Moira A. Vekony
www.DunaScripts.com

News from com mit tees

Programme com mit tee: 4th report

Under ground activ i ties of EASE mem bers in East ern Europe

Readers of Euro pean Sci ence Editing will know, after
the mes sages in the last three issues, that the next
tri en nial con fer ence will be held in Kraków, Poland,
on15–18 June 2006. Some infor ma tion about the
pro gramme and the ambi ance has already been
pro vided, but it may come as a sur prise that the
Programme Com mit tee has taken steps to go
under ground. Obvi ously, under ground edi to rial
activ i ties were quite common in Poland during the old 
regime, but is there any reason now for doing so?

One of the chal lenges for the orga niz ers of the
Kraków meet ing is the daily pub li ca tion of a
news let ter. Not an easy task, after the great suc cess of
the Bath Soap! Yet presses have been ordered, spe cial ist 
con fer ence report ers, jour nal ists, edi tors (and,
obvi ously, sev eral times more man ag ers) have been
attracted, and a secret place for the pro duc tion has
been found. Will this news let ter force all those
involved to go under ground, just as in the time — only 
slightly more than a decade ago — when such
con tro ver sial infor ma tion could only be pro duced in

secret and pub lished as a samiz dat?
For tu nately no such sit u a tion is envis aged. The

press will be free, acces si ble to all who have an
inter est ing con tri bu tion, and those who want (and
dare!) to write their names under their con tri bu tions
need not (or, at least, not nec es sar ily) fear to be sent to 
prison. The under ground activ i ties will be of a
com pletely dif fer ent nature: they will be part of a
cul tural adven ture.

Coming to Poland will not be an every day activ ity
for the great major ity of EASE mem bers. The
Programme Com mit tee has there fore decided to give 
all par tic i pants the chance — at no addi tional cost —
to visit one of the places on the UNESCO World
Cul tural Her i tage list. It is on the sched ule for
Sat ur day, 17 June, in the after noon. Visiting this
remark able place is worth in itself a trip to Poland.
But those who want to go there should be pre pared to 
go under ground.

The site we will visit is the Wieliczka salt mine.
Accord ing to legend, this mine was part of the dowry
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of a Hun gar ian prin cess, Kinga, when she mar ried
Boleslaw the Shy over 700 years ago. The salt mines
are thus amongst the oldest in Europe. The miners
always had a dif fi cult life, in a dark, aggressive (salt!)
envi ron ment, but they nev er the less found
oppor tu ni ties to carve out fab u lous fig ures,
mag nif i cent mon u ments and sacred altar pieces in
the salt walls. These amaz ing pieces of art will
prob a bly never dis ap pear from your memory.

Each trea sure has its price, how ever. The price of
vis it ing the salt mine is that you have to go
under ground — by lift if you want, by foot if you
dare. Includ ing the 2.5 km under ground route,
walk ers will go down some 400 steps. Whether going

down by lift or by stairs, the stay under ground will be
reward ing. The trip will go for three levels (from 64 to
135 m below the sur face), lead ing through gal ler ies
and cham bers, includ ing the unique and splen didly
orna mented Chapel of the Blessed Kinga.

It can be fore seen that a visit to this mine will leave
the par tic i pants in silence, if not from the beauty
observed then from fatigue. No need to panic,
how ever: a lift will carry every body back to the
sur face and a bus will bring us home to Kraków —
another excit ing place where so much is to be seen.

AJ (Tom) van Loon
On behalf of the 2006 Programme Com mit tee
tom.van.loon@wanadoo.es

Pub li ca tions committee 
The Pub li ca tions Com mit tee met in London on 6
Novem ber 2004 and all its mem bers attended. Stuart
Handysides, who was intro duced during the
morn ing ses sion, has vol un teered to be respon si ble
for the reports of meet ings and the Com mit tee
wel comed him as a new member.

It was con firmed that Euro pean Sci ence Editing is
now being posted on the web site six months after
pub li ca tion. Full open access and pro vi sion of a
search engine will be dis cussed later.

The issues of the jour nal for 2005 were dis cussed.
The  next two edi to rials will focus on ethics and
dis cus sion on this topic will be posted on the EASE
forum. Com ments are wel come and will be
for warded to Coun cil so that at its meet ing in spring
2005 it can dis cuss how EASE handles the eth i cal
ques tions faced by edi tors.

It was noted that 100 book reviews have been
pub lished since Marie-Louise Desbarats-Schönbaum
took charge of the book review sec tion.

A sec tion on “News from coun tries/learned
soci et ies” is in prep a ra tion and Jane Sykes has been
very active. She has sent letters to EASE mem bers in
44 coun tries asking whether they would be inter ested
in join ing a net work of EASE cor re spon dents. Where
pos si ble, local edi tors rather than UK or US
expa tri ates were approached. These mem bers have
been asked to pro vide a short sum mary of their work
and so far some cor re spon dents have said they will
submit con tri bu tions. Let ters were also sent to 25
sister orga ni za tions asking whether they would like
to con trib ute to a column in ESE on the activ i ties of
related orga ni za tions around the world.

A pro posal for the rede sign of the EASE web site
was shown to the com mit tee by Linus Svens son and
dis cussed. A tem plate should be ready by the end of
Decem ber and a rede signed web site should be
launched by next spring.

Hervé Maisonneuve
Chief edi tor
hervmaison@wanadoo.fr
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The Ed i tors’ WebWatch
The Edi tors’ WebWatch is intended to be a mem ber ship-driven resource of web sites for edi tors and writ ers in the sci ences.

The Sci en tist: news jour nal for the
life sci en tist
www.the-scientist.com
The Sci en tist has been around for
some 17 years, with a pres ence on the
internet for a number of those. I was
pleas antly sur prised on return ing to
the site recently by the new design
and feel of the home page. Useful
dropdown menus make it easy to
nav i gate, and the cat e gory names are
mean ing ful. Arti cles are organized
into sec tions such as Research,
BioBusiness, and so on, and you can
see the title of each arti cle before
decid ing whether to load up another
page. The con tent looks good —
up-to-date research and top i cal
issues. The draw back (it seems there
is always one with any web site
worth its server space) is that to see
the full text of most titles (clas si fied
as “pre mium con tent”) you need to
sub scribe, and at USD 25 for the
online ver sion you may not judge this
worth while. Take a look and decide. 

GoogleScholar
http://scholar.google.com
This new and very useful offer ing
from the Google team allows you to
search “spe cif i cally for schol arly
lit er a ture, includ ing peer-reviewed
papers, theses, books, preprints,
abstracts and tech ni cal reports from
all broad areas of research.” This
should reduce the number of
irrel e vant hits one gets and (almost)
do away with the need for nested
searches. Google Scholar sup ports
many of Google’s reg u lar query
mod i fi ers, and also intro duces a new
one — author:authorname. (Query
mod i fiers are terms used as pre fixes
to the search keywords that allow
you, for exam ple, to get results only
for files of a cer tain type or to exclude 
whole domains, and a whole host of
other vari a tions. Pat rick Crispen of
Tourbus has a very useful two-page
PDF, free from http://tinyurl.com/
4hhn9, which explains mod i fi ers and
shows you how to use them.)

Medic8
www.medic8.com
For search ing drug or med i cal
infor ma tion try this spe cific search
engine in pref er ence to one based on
full text. Medic8 claims to be a
lead ing UK med i cal portal for
health-care pro fes sions and
con sum ers around the world. All of
the con tent “has been reviewed by a

qual i fied UK med i cal doctor prior to
load ing, and all the sites indexed
have been chosen based on the
trust wor thi ness of their con tent.”

The board of Medic8 con sists of 10
medics from dif fer ent dis ci plines,
mostly highly qual i fied. You can
search for textbooks (both online and
in print), clin i cal guide lines, drugs,
even jobs, and there is also a sec tion
on the latest health-related news.

Vivisimo Clus tering —  au to matic
categorization and metasearch
www.vivisimo.com
This metasearch engine categorizes
search results to make them more
mean ing ful and useful. Results are
auto mat i cally organized into fold ers
based on topic and subtopic. Too
good to be true? Not quite — it does
seem to work and offers a useful way
of homing in on the infor ma tion you
want with out the need to scan
hun dreds of irrel e vant or even
ridic u lous search results. Of course,
you do need to know exactly what
you are seek ing before you begin.

The WWW Li brary Di rec tory
www.webpan.com.msauers/libdir
“Cur rently index ing over 8800
librar ies and library-related web sites
in 130 coun tries. This site con tains no
ads, and is not built from a data base
that will only allow you to view one
list ing at a time.” To actu ally borrow
any thing from the librar ies you need
to be there and have a user card, or be 
pre pared to pay for the pho to cop ies
and post age. But for those hard-to-
find jour nal arti cles and ref er ence
books, or just for inter est, this site is
worth a look. (As it says, no ads . . . ).

The best of everything
www.tourbus.com/best.html
This site, mainly because it is the
work of one person (Pat rick Crispen
of Tourbus again), is based on
opin ion, but nev er the less it is a useful 
col lec tion of good stuff, divided into
around 100 easy-to-scan cat e go ries,
with a descrip tion of each resource.
Some are com puter-related, for
exam ple “The Best ANTI-SPAM
resources online” (http://tourbus.
com/best_anti-spam.html) while
others are of more gen eral inter est,
such as “The Best ASTRONOMY
resources online” (http://tourbus.
com/best_astron omy.html) or “The
Best of GAMES on the internet”
(http://tourbus.com/best_kids_stuff.

html). It has the prom ise of being
very useful for almost any aspect of
life — work or lei sure. Try it out and
let me know what you think.

BookBrowse
www.bookbrowse.com
This site lists excerpts, infor ma tion
from book jack ets, reviews and
inter views with authors. Although
the over whelm ing major ity of the
fea tured titles are fic tion, there is a
smat ter ing of non-fiction, so it may be 
worth a visit if you are plan ning a
major ref er ence book pur chase.

Just for fun
http://ccins.camosun.bc.ca/~jbritton/
jbsymteslk.htm#TOP
This site is part of the Camosun
Col lege web site (in Vic to ria, BC), and 
is a fas ci nat ing place to spend coffee
breaks or those dif fi cult times when
dead lines should have been met
yes ter day. The sub ject mate rial
(math e mat ics of sym me try) is seri ous 
and is aimed at school-age stu dents,
but the exer cises are fas ci nat ing and
colour ful (and if you like but ter flies,
you will love this: http://
butterflywebsite.com/).

WordCount
www.fabrica.it/wordcount
WordCount™ is an artis tic
exper i ment in the way we use
lan guage. It pres ents the 86,800 most
fre quently used Eng lish words,
ranked in order of com mon al ity. Each 
word is scaled to reflect its fre quency
rel a tive to the words that pre cede and 
follow it, giving a visual barom e ter of 
rel e vance. The larger the word, the
more we use it. The smaller the word, 
the more uncom mon it is. Enjoy.

Cricklers
www.crickler.com
If you like cross word puz zles, give
this one a try; it’s an inter est ing spin
on the stan dard cross word.

Some thing to con trib ute?
Please send inter est ing or useful links 
to Moira Vekony (moiravekony@
aol.com). Sites in Euro pean lan guages 
other than Eng lish are also of inter est
(but  please pro vide a short review in
Eng lish); any that relate to areas of
sci ence other than biol ogy and
med i cine will be very wel come.
Con tri bu tions for this issue came from
Mar ga ret Cooter, Alison Clayson,
Marie-Louise Desbarats-Schönbaum
and Moira Vekony.
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News notes
Ac cess to “lost” med i cal re search
CABI Pub lishing has launched Global 
Health Archive, giving elec tronic
access to almost 100 years of sci en tific 
research in public and inter na tional
health. Global Health Archive is a
modern, search able, bib lio graphic
data base con tain ing lit er a ture from
1908 to 1983, giving access to
sci en tific research that has been
dif fi cult to unlock; much of it has
been “lost” in unused and for got ten
print vol umes that have not been
avail able to the wider aca demic
com mu nity. About 300 vol umes of
research will be fully search able
along side the cur rent file Global
Health. Together they pro vide a
global pic ture of inter na tional public
health research both past and pres ent. 
They are both avail able through CAB
Direct plat form, which has recently
been upgraded to a new, more
advanced ver sion, and through other
lead ing data base ven dors. (UK Seri als 
Group e-News, 8 Octo ber 2004)

What’s up at CrossRef? 
CrossRef, the ref er ence-linking
ser vice for schol arly and pro fes sional
con tent, now claims over 700
par tic i pat ing pub lish ers and societies
and is adding an aver age of 9000
dig i tal object iden ti fiers per day to its
system. About 7% of the 12-plus
mil lion DOIs reg is tered with
CrossRef are assigned to books and
con fer ence pro ceed ings. CrossRef
recently began offer ing dis counted
reg is tra tion for com po nents, such as
fig ures and images, and mul ti ple
entries in large ref er ence works. It has 
also moved to admit other types of
orig i nal research con tent such as
work ing papers. Ear lier this year
CrossRef announced its new For ward 
Linking ser vice, for retrieving
“cited-by” links. The CrossRef Search 
Pilot, in part ner ship with Google,
includes 29 pub lish ers and over 3.4
mil lion research works. The ser vice
allows users to search the full text of
high-quality, peer-reviewed jour nal
arti cles, con fer ence pro ceed ings,
mono graphs, and other resources
cov er ing the full spec trum of
schol arly research. (UK Seri als Group 
e-News, 20 Octo ber 2004)

A “par a sitic” re la tion ship
The rela tion ship between med i cal
jour nals and the drug indus try has
been explained to the UK House of
Com mons select com mit tee on
health. In Decem ber the editor of The
Lancet out lined some of the finan cial
incen tives that could, poten tially,
influ ence a com mer cially run med i cal 

jour nal to pub lish a paper. Large
among these is pres sure to pub lish
trials that will be bought in bulk by
drug com pa nies who use them for
mar ket ing pur poses — because these
will make more money for the
jour nal. Although mea sures have
been intro duced across med i cal
jour nals to try to reduce research
fraud and to elim i nate “ghost
writ ing” of lead ing edi to ri als, this is
based on people being honest. (BMJ 1 
Jan u ary 2005)

Open ac cess and the in for ma tion
fam ine
The Elec tronic Pub lishing Trust
(www.epublishingtrust.org) is call ing 
for WHO to con sider the impact that
sup port for the low-cost
estab lish ment of OA archives would
achieve. Making a rap idly grow ing
volume of free sci en tific and med i cal
lit er a ture research avail able would be 
of immense ben e fit in devel op ing
coun tries, and would begin to close
the south to north, south to south and 
north to south infor ma tion gaps.
Some 86% of nearly 9000 jour nals
sur veyed have agreed that authors
may archive their pub lished work in
insti tu tional archives. Since such
archived papers are free of cost
bar ri ers, stud ies so far car ried out 
show improved impact approach ing
300% (see www. dlib.org/dlib/june04/ 
harnad/06harnad.html).

Google goes ac a demic
Google’s new research tool avail able
(http://scholar.google.com: see Nature
25 Novem ber, p. 423), described here
in WebWatch, even found an arti cle
pub lished in a devel op ing-world
jour nal that was cited in a
“rep u ta ble” jour nal — the “cited by”
fea ture pro vides links to other papers 
(in the Scholar data base) that have
cited the orig i nal.

A pre cau tion, though: uni ver si ties
spend vast sums of money pro vid ing
stu dents with access to mul ti ple
data bases with peer-reviewed
infor ma tion and also offer instruc tion 
on data base search ing. What will
happen if stu dents flock to Google
Scholar and access papers that may
not be peer-reviewed, miss ing out on
much worth while infor ma tion in the
pro cess? And fur ther more: it may be
most useful in the less devel oped
coun tries as a pre lim i nary search on a 
topic or researcher, but what about
access to the full text, par tic u larly in
the lead ing peer-reviewed jour nals?

Se ri als pric ing ana lysed
A new report pub lished by LISU, 
Loughborough Uni ver sity, offers 
valu able insights into pric ing of 
schol arly jour nals over the last
decade. Amongst the find ings are
aver age price increases by pub lishers
rang ing from 27% to 94% during
2000–2004, and bio med i cal jour nal
prices per page rang ing from £0.31
(about US$0.55) to £0.98 (about
US$1.75) in 2004 (aver age by
pub lisher). LISU ana lysed data from
12 named schol arly pub lish ers, taken
over a five-year period (2000–2004),
plus 1993 as a base year for
com par i son.  Around 6000 jour nals
span ning all sub ject areas were
analysed, then detailed anal y sis
focused on iden ti fy ing aver age
jour nal prices, per page and per
impact factor point on bio med i cal
titles. (UK Seri als Group e-News, 7
Octo ber 2004)

Open ar chive for Eu rope?
The Wellcome Trust, Europe’s larg est
research char ity, has said that all
papers report ing the results of
research it has funded will in future
have to be placed in a cen tral public
archive within six months of
pub li ca tion. This might bring the
Trust into con flict with pub lish ers
who hold exclu sive rights on the use
of such mate rial, and could in turn
restrict research ers’ choices about
which jour nals they pub lish in. The
Trust may estab lish a Euro pean
ver sion of PubMed Cen tral, and is
pre par ing to set aside 1–2% of its total 
annual spend of GBP 400 mil lion
(USD 740m) to cover the costs.
(Nature 11 Novem ber, p. 134)

Com ments in vited
The US National Insti tutes of Health
(NIH) recently pro posed an
“Enhanced Public Access Policy” to
make all arti cles result ing from
NIH-funded stud ies freely avail able
to the public no later than six months
after pub li ca tion, through PubMed
Cen tral. Many mem bers of the
pub lish ing indus try fear a neg a tive
impact on their sub scrip tion rev e nues 
if they release even a subset of the
arti cles they pub lish (those funded by 
NIH) to PubMed Cen tral. But many
others, includ ing quite a few
prom i nent sci en tists and jour nal
edi tors, sup port NIH’s pro spec tive
action to increase access to impor tant
bio med i cal dis cov er ies. Com ments
are invited from sci en tists, includ ing
those from out side the US, via:
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/
public_access/add.htm.
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ALPSP and High Wire fund OA
study
ALPSP and High Wire Press are
fund ing a study of the finan cial and
non-financial effects of dif fer ent
forms of open access jour nal
pub lish ing. Kaufman-Wills Group is
car ry ing out the research. Pre lim i nary 
find ings were reported at the
High Wire meet ing in Octo ber 2004
and at the ALPSP/SSP sem i nar in
early Novem ber; the report is to be
pub lished early in 2005. (Seri als
e-News, 16 Novem ber 2004)

Me dia use in Eu rope
The internet’s share of media
con sump tion by Euro pe ans dou bled
to 25% in the past year. Euro pe ans
now spend a fifth of their time
surf ing the web, an adver tis ing
asso ci a tion survey has found
(http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/
head lines/news/arti cle_04_12_13_en.
html). More than 60% of those
can vassed viewed the internet as a
medium to “keep you ahead of the
game”, and half cited it as their
favour ite source of infor ma tion. This
has impor tant impli ca tions for
sci ence com mu ni ca tion.

New on line jour nal 
Glob al iza tion and Health
(http://www.globalizationandhealth.
com) will be an open access,
peer-reviewed, online jour nal
pro vid ing a forum for debate and
dis cus sion on the topic of
glob al iza tion and its impact on public 
health. The jour nal will con sider
research, book reviews,
com men tar ies, debate, hypoth e ses,
meth od ol ogy, reviews, short reports
and study pro to cols.

MPs con demn gov ern ment re sponse 
to “Free for All” re port
The UK gov ern ment responded to
par lia ment’s report on sci en tific
pub lish ing, released in July, with a
detailed response which MPs have
called obstruc tive in a press release — 
a response that shows they are
frus trated with what they see as
“kow tow ing” to the pub lish ing lobby.

MPs on the House of Com mons
Sci ence and Tech nol ogy Select
Com mit tee said that the Depart ment
of Trade and Indus try clearly tried to
“neutralize” the views put for ward
by other depart ments and
government-funded organizations, in 
par tic u lar the Joint Infor ma tion
Sys tems Com mit tee (JISC), an expert
advi sory body funded indi rectly by

the Depart ment for Edu ca tion and
Skills.

Eu ro pean sci ence prizes
The €1 mil lion EU Des cartes Prize for
out stand ing cross-border research
has been awarded to two
pan-European teams, in the fields of
life sci ence and phys ics. One team
has made rev o lu tion ary
break throughs in quan tum
cryp tog ra phy, a cru cial advance
towards secure global
com mu ni ca tion net works. The other
con trib uted to greater under stand ing
of mito chon drial DNA, which is
believed to be one of the keys to the
ageing pro cess. A new EU Des cartes
Prize for Sci ence Com mu ni ca tion was 
awarded for the first time. Sharing
the €250,000 prize were French film
pro ducer Vin cent Lamy for an
award-winning TV doc u men tary on
stick insects; Professor Ignaas
Verpoest for an inno va tive mobile
exhi bi tion on com pos ite mate ri als;
Brit ish broad caster Sir David
Attenborough for his pio neer ing
wild life film-making and his
uni ver sally admired oeuvre;
Professor Wolfgang M Heckl for his
inspi ra tional work in making hard
sci ence under stand able to a broad
range of audi ences; and Hun gar ian
sci en tist Peter Csermely for his
ini tia tive to help dis ad van taged
stu dents to par tic i pate in advanced
research. (http://europa.eu. int/comm/ 
research/press/2004/pr0212en.cfm)

Should ed i tors worry about lit er acy?
The voice of Brit ish busi ness, the
Con fed er a tion of Brit ish Industry,
recently voiced unease about lit er acy
stan dards in UK com pa nies. Their
annual CBI-Pertemps employ ment
trends survey (September 2004)
showed that 33% of firms needed to
give school-leavers basic train ing in
lit er acy and numer acy during the
past year (www.cbi.org.uk). Digby
Jones, Direc tor-Gen eral of the CBI,
said: “Too many school leav ers are
fail ing to make the busi ness grade. A
fun da men tal work ing knowl edge of
Eng lish and maths pro vides a vital
foun da tion for every day-to-day
busi ness task. But the edu ca tion
system is let ting down many young
people and leav ing them unpre pared
for the world of work.” A huge
increase in text-messaging as a
com mu ni ca tion tool means that
spell ing and punc tu a tion mis takes
are now common, making the writer
seem slap dash, infor mal and
ama teur ish.

Better sci ence com mu ni ca tion
Researchers, jour nal ists,
deci sion-makers, the gen eral public
— they all seem to agree on the need
to express and dem on strate sci ence
through clear and com pre hen si ble
lan guage with out over-sim pli fi ca tion. 
The Euro pean forum on sci ence
com mu ni ca tion held last May took
stock, and its report is in RTDinfo
(August 2004), the news let ter of the
Research DG of the EU (http://
europa.eu.int/comm/research/
rtdinfo/42/com mu ni cat ing_en.html).

What’s in a name?
New Sci en tist’s Feed back column (27
Novem ber) has a chal lenge for
read ers: dredge up some par tic u larly
non-sciency names that have slipped
into the sci en tific lex i con by the back
door. For exam ple, “spongler” has
slipped into the lex i con of elec tronic
brok ing — the pro gram mer who
wrote the appli ca tion asked the
busi ness man da rins what it should be 
called, and they said, “We don’t care,
as long as it works.”

Mind games
When edit ing isn't chal leng ing
enough, find an oppo nent and try an
ancient game of wits that is too
chal leng ing for a com puter. The game 
is Go —  devised in China at least
2500 years ago, and played with
fer vour there and in Japan and South
Korea. The prov erb says that chess is
a battle, but Go is war — and indeed,
its tac tics are mil i tary (www.
econ o mist.com/displaystory.
cfm?story_id=3445214 ).  

The best approach is to spread your 
pieces widely so as to encir cle the
oppo nent; second best is to attack
and choke off enemy for ma tions. The
worst strat egy is to cling to a defence
of your own ter ri tory (is there an
anal ogy here with suc cess fully
run ning a jour nal?). The basic
equip ment is just a grid and some
black and white coun ters, but if you
want to invest in a proper game set,
that can set you back con sid er ably. If
you get good enough, you could try
for the $400,000 Ing cup, or the $1.6m
reward for writ ing a win ning
com puter pro gram. 

Con tri bu tions to News Notes
Please send items for this sec tion to
Mar ga ret Cooter, BMJ, BMA House,
Tavistock Square, London, WC1H
9JR, UK; mcooter@bmj.com.

Thanks to: Kristina Fister, Liz Wager,
Marie-Louise Desbarats-Schönbaum.
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Forth com ing meet ings, courses and BELS ex am i na tions
The web and af ter: the fu ture of
schol arly e-publishing
21st Inter na tional Learned Jour nals
Sem i nar (ALPSP)
8 April 2005 Lon don, UK
(Con tact ALPSP, tel. +44 (0)1245
260571, events@alpsp.org, fur ther
in for ma tion/reg is ter at www.alpsp.
org/events./s080405.htm)

Making your con tent pay: ex tend
your range of sell ing mod els 
ALPSP sem i nar
5 May 2005 Lon don, UK
(Con tact: Asso ci a tion of Learned and
Pro fes sional Soci ety Pub lishers, tel.
+44 (0)1245 260571, events@alpsp.org, 
www.alpsp.org/events)

CSE 48th an nual meet ing 
20–24 May 2005 At lanta, GA
(Con tact: Coun cil of Sci ence Edi tors,
Inc., 12100 Sunset Hills Road, Suite
130, Reston VA 20190, USA; tel. +1 703 
437 4377, fax +1 703 435 4390, e-mail
CSE@CouncilScienceEditors.org, web
www.CouncilScienceEditors.org)

5th in ter na tional con gress on peer
re view and bio med i cal pub li ca tion 
15–17 Sept. 2005 Chi cago, Il li nois
JAMA and the BMJ are the orga niz ers 
of this meet ing on aspects of edi to rial
peer review, sci en tific publication,
and the dis sem i na tion of sci en tific
infor ma tion.  (Con tact: Annette
Flanagin, jama-peer@jama-assn.org,
or Jane Smith, jsmith@bmj.com; or see 
web site, www.jama-peer.org)
Editing in con text 
National Edi tors Con fer ence
13–15 Octo ber 2005 Mel bourne
The Soci ety of Edi tors (Vic.) Inc. will
host the second national CASE
(Coun cil of Aus tra lian Edi tors)
con fer ence, which will focus on
edit ing as a pro fes sion and explore
issues such as the public per cep tion
of edi tors, how edi tors pro mote
them selves, keep ing up to date,
finan cial and legal issues, and health
and wellbeing. (Con tact: Con ve nor,
Lan Wang, lanwant@ wovenwords.

com.au or see www.socedvic.org for
reg u lar updates.)

2006

COURSES 
ALPSP train ing courses, brief ings
and tech nol ogy up dates 
ALPSP offers half-day and one-day
courses and updates on the role of the 
man ag ing editor, elec tronic
pub lish ing and mar ket ing, jour nal
mar ket ing, pro duc tion, ful fil ment
and finance, copy right, and related
topics. (Con tact: Amanda Whit ing, 
Asso ci a tion of Learned and
Pro fes sional Soci ety Pub lishers, tel.
+44 (0)1865 247776, train ing@alpsp.
org, web www.alpsp.org/train ing)
Style for re ports and papers in
med i cal and life-science jour nals 
John Kirk man Com mu ni ca tion
Con sul tancy courses, London, UK
One-day sem i nars devoted to
dis cus sion of style — tac tics for
pro duc ing accu rate and read able
texts, not struc ture or format.
(Con tact: Gill Ward, JKCC, PO Box
106, Marlborough, Wilts, SN8 2RU,
UK; tel. +44 (0)1672 520429, fax +44
(0)1672-521008, e-mail kirk man.
ramsbury@btinternet.com)
Pub lishing Training Cen tre at Book
House
(Con tact: The Pub lishing Training
Centre at Book House, 45 East Hill,
Wands worth, London, SW18 2QZ,
UK; tel.+44 (0)20-8874 2718, fax +44
(0)20-8870 8985, e-mail pub lish ing.
train ing@bookhouse.co.uk, web site
www.train4publishing.co.uk)
So ci ety for Ed i tors and Proof readers
work shops 
SfEP runs one-day work shops in
London and occa sion ally else where
in the UK on copy-editing, proof-
read ing, gram mar and much else.
(Training enqui ries: tel. +44 (0)20 7736 
0901, e-mail trainingenquiries@
sfep.org.uk. For other enqui ries see
www.sfep.org.uk, or contact SfEP,
Riv er bank House, 1 Putney Bridge
Approach, London SW6 3JD, UK; tel.

+44 (0)20 7736 3278, or e-mail
admin is tra tion@sfep.org.uk)
So ci ety of In dexers work shops
The Soci ety of Indexers runs
work shops for begin ners and more
expe ri enced index ers in var i ous cities
in the UK. (Details and down load able 
book ing forms can be found on the
web site at www.index ers.org.uk;
e-mail admin@index ers.org.uk) 
Tim Al bert Training 
Courses on writ ing, sci ence writ ing
and set ting up pub li ca tions: see
www.timalbert.co.uk/edi tors.htm for
dates etc. (Con tact: Tim Albert
Training, Paper Mews Court, 284
High Street, Dorking, RH4 1QT, UK;
tel. +44 (0)1306-877993, fax +44
(0)1306-877929, e-mail tatraining@
compuserve.com)
Uni ver sity of Chi cago courses
(Con tact: Graham School of Gen eral
Studies, 5835 S. Kimbark Avenue,
Chi cago, IL 60637-1608, USA; 
fax: +1 73-702 6814; web: www.
grahamschool.uchicago. edu)
Uni ver sity of Ox ford, Dept for
Con tinuing Ed u ca tion 
Courses on effec tive writ ing for
bio med i cal pro fes sion als and on
pre sent ing in biomedicine, sci ence
and tech nol ogy. (Con tact: Gaye
Walker, CPD Centre, Depart ment for
Con tinuing Edu ca tion, Uni ver sity of
Oxford, Suite 5 Littlegate House,
16/17 St Ebbes Street, Oxford OX1
1PT, UK; tel. +44 (0)1865-286953, fax
+44 (0)1865-286934, e-mail
gaye.walker@con tin u ing-education.
ox.ac.uk, web www.conted.ox.ac.uk/
cpd/ personaldev.)

BELS
Board of Edi tors in the Life Sci ences
(BELS) exam i na tion sched ule
12 March 2005, Boston, MA
9 April 2005, Uni ver sity of Cal i for nia
San Fran cisco (Asilomar meet ing)
21 May 2005, Atlanta, Geor gia (CSE)
28 Sep tem ber 2005, Pitts burgh,
Penn syl va nia (AMWA)
22 Octo ber, 2005, Wash ing ton, DC 
20 May 2006, Miami, FL (CSE)
25 Octo ber 2006, Albu quer que, NM
(AMWA)
10 Octo ber 2007, Atlanta, GA
(AMWA)
Reg is ter three weeks before 
exam i na tion date. See  www.bels.org
for an appli ca tion form, or con tact
Leslie Neistadt (neistadt@
hughston.com, fax: +1 706 576 3348;
Hughston Sports Med i cine
Foun da tion, Inc, 6262 Vet erans
Park way, Colum bus, GA 31909, USA).
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The cul ture of sci ence ed it ing 
9th EASE Con fer ence and Gen eral
Assem bly
15–18 June 2006 Kraków, Po land
The first cir cu lar for this meet ing
is enclosed with this issue.
(Con tact: Georgianna Oja,
Sec re tary of EASE, ease@pp.inet.fi, 
or see web site: www.ease.org.uk)

Habits in sci en tific pub lish ing
EASE sem i nar and AGM
29 April 2005 Bar ce lona, Spain
EASE’s second annual sem i nar
will again take place in Barcelona,
in con nec tion with the Annual
Gen eral Meet ing of EASE.
Appli ca tion form: p. 23 of this
issue. (Con tact: Reme Melero,
rmelero@iata.csic.es; see www.
iata.csic.es/~bibrem/EASE/EASE-
Seminar2.html for more details.)
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The Ed i tor’s Book shelf
The book shelf is com piled by Jane
Moody, 12A Salis bury Road, Bromley, 
BR2 9PU, UK; e-mail jmoody@rcog.
org.uk with EASE in the sub ject line
(e-mails that are not easily
iden ti fi able are likely to be deleted
unread). Please send Jane details of
arti cles or books of inter est to edi tors.

Con tri bu tions in Euro pean
lan guages other than Eng lish are
wel come. Entries are arranged by
topic under each head ing.
Sug ges tions for addi tional cov er age
would be wel come.

We regret that pho to cop ies of the
mate rial referred to in these entries
cannot be sup plied.

Thanks to every one who has
con trib uted to this issue. We
par tic u larly appre ci ate any
non-medical ref er ences.

SCIENCE

Sarachik M. 2004. Nav i gating
chal lenges in a rap idly chang ing
world. APS News August/
Sep tem ber:8.

PUBLISHING

Pinfield S. 2004. What do uni ver si ties 
want from pub lish ing? Learned
Pub lishing Octo ber;17(4):305–311.
Uni ver sities want pub lish ing to
sup port and fur ther their research
and teach ing activ i ties. They are
inter ested in a com plex range of
issues, includ ing impact,
affordability, qual ity and access, from 
a vari ety of per spec tives. In a rap idly
chang ing pub lish ing envi ron ment,
pub lish ers need to work innovatively
with new tech nol o gies and new
busi ness models in order to make
sure they are deliv er ing what their
cus tom ers want.

POLITICS OF PUBLISHING

Nizami L, Krasnopolsky, VA, Ibison
M. 2004. Pub lish-or-perish
per spec tives: divid ing co-authors,
val u ing ref er ees, taming
expec ta tions. Phys ics Today
57(9):11–13.
Three sep a rate let ters com ment ing on 
“opin ion” arti cle by Mohamed
Gad-el-Hak (ibid. 57(3):61–62) about
the prob lems cre ated by the increase
in number of pub li ca tions and of
unedited books caused by the
pres sures to pub lish, with reply by
Gad-el-Hak.

Rix T. 2004. Crisis? What crisis? The
uni ver sity presses. Learned
Pub lishing Octo ber;17(4):259–260.
Uni ver sity presses have suf fered over 
the last 10 years but have also shown

ini tia tive and shown that they have a
socially impor tant future.

Rowlands I, Nich o las D, Huntingdon
P. 2004. Schol arly com mu ni ca tion in
the dig i tal envi ron ment: what do
authors want? Learned Pub lishing
Octo ber;17(4):261–273.
This arti cle reports on a large-scale
inter na tional survey of authors’
per cep tion and expe ri ence of the
jour nals system. It explores the
fac tors that inform authors’ deci sions
on where to pub lish and which
groups of read ers they per ceive to be
most impor tant and looks at the
values that under lie authors’ atti tudes 
towards copy right and emerg ing
busi ness models. It con cludes that
many aspects of author behav iour are 
highly con ser va tive and that a
sig nif i cant shift towards open access
is, in the short term, highly unlikely.
Wang S, Wang H. 2004. Chal lenges
and strat e gies for Chi nese uni ver sity 
jour nals. Learned Pub lishing
Octo ber;17(4):326–330.
Both the shift from a planned to a
market econ omy system and the
advent of the infor ma tion era pose
great chal lenges to Chi nese uni ver sity 
jour nals. The strat egy of the Chi nese
government is to improve the system
of uni ver sity jour nals by encour ag ing 
merg ers and part ner ships, with the
aim of reduc ing the number of titles
while improv ing their over all qual ity. 
The spe cific case of a geoscience
jour nal is pre sented.

ECONOMICS AND FUNDING

Worlock K. 2004. Scoping the STM
pub lish ing market. Learned
Pub lishing Octo ber;17(4):291–298.
Anal y sis of the STM pub lish ing
market.

PRACTICE OF PUBLISHING

Rajgopal GNJ, Bavdekar SB, Mehta S,
Salvi VS, Goel A. 2004. Fifty years of
Jour nal of Post grad u ate Med i cine: a
jour ney in time. Jour nal of
Post grad u ate Med i cine 50(3):164–166.
Review of the devel op ment of the
jour nal over 50 years.

Models of pub lish ing

Ander son KR. 2004. Com paring print 
and online read er ship: match ing
per cep tion to real ity across media.
Learned Pub lishing
Octo ber;17(4):313–315.
This arti cle out lines tech niques used
at the New Eng land Jour nal of Med i cine
to com pare the print and online
read er ships. Find ings include: print

dom i nates online for read er ship;
online-only pub lish ing gen er ates a
frac tion of the read er ship cre ated by
joint print–online pub lish ing prac tice; 
review arti cles are most often used
online; the “free” status of arti cles
does not increase the like li hood that
they will be used.
Clery D. 2004. Mixed week for open
access in the UK. Sci ence 12
Novem ber;306:1115.
US take on the UK government’s
response to the Sci ence and
Tech nol ogy Com mit tee.
House of Com mons Sci ence and
Tech nol ogy Com mit tee. 2004.
Responses to the Com mit tee’s Tenth
Report, ses sion 2003–04, Sci en tific
pub li ca tions: free for all? Four teenth 
Report of Ses sion 2003–04. HC1200.
London: The Sta tio nery Office. ISBN
0-215-02019-7.
Vig or ous defence of the Com mit tee’s
posi tion in response to the
Gov ern ment response to the
com mit tee report.
Hühn V, Huter M. 2004. The Red
Jacket UTB: a model for co-operative 
text book pub lish ing. Learned
Pub lishing Octo ber;17(4):316–318.
UTB is a joint paper back imprint of a
number of medium-sized German
pub lish ers. Its work ing is described,
together with its finan cial
arrange ments.
Jack son P. 2004. IEE pro fes sional
mag a zines and net works. Learned
Pub lishing Octo ber;17(4):281–289.
The Insti tu tion of Elec tri cal Engi neers 
(IEE) has changed its approach to
member pub li ca tions over a two-year
period, with an increased focus on
under stand ing the needs of its broad
mem ber ship and struc tur ing its
port fo lio of mag a zines and web sites
to meet mem bers’ needs and
com ple ment the organization’s
research pub li ca tions. The pro cess of
market research and prod uct
devel op ment is out lined in this arti cle 
and the result ing com bi na tion of
online and print prod ucts is
described.
Sosteric M. 2004. The Inter na tional
Con sor tium for the Advance ment of
Aca demic Pub li ca tion — an idea
whose time has come (finally!).
Learned Pub lishing Octo ber;17(4):
319–325.
The Cana dian ICAAP ini tia tive
pro vides a unique low-cost,
not-for-profit, web-based pub li ca tion
alter na tive for those seek ing to move
out side the com mer cial main stream
of schol arly pub li ca tion.
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Peer review
Charlton BG. 2004. Con flicts of
inter est in med i cal sci ence: peer
usage, peer review and ‘CoI
con sul tancy’. Med i cal Hypoth e ses
63(2):181–186.
The per cep tion has grown that
con flicts of inter est are having a
det ri men tal effect on med i cal sci ence
as it influ ences health policy and
clin i cal prac tice, lead ing med i cal
jour nals to enforce self-declaration of
poten tial biases in the attempt to
coun ter act or com pen sate for the
prob lem. Con flict of inter est (CoI)
dec la ra tions have tra di tion ally been
con sid ered inap pro pri ate in pure
sci ence since its eval u a tion sys tems
them selves con sti tute a mech a nism
for elim i nat ing the effect of
indi vid ual biases. Since peer review
does not ade quately filter out
con flicts of inter est in applied
med i cal sci ence, there is a need for
the evo lu tion of spe cial ist
post-publication insti tu tional
mech a nisms. The sug gested solu tion
is to encour age the estab lish ment of
inde pend ent “CoI con sul tancy”
ser vices, whose role would be to
eval u ate con flicts of inter est and
other biases in pub lished applied
med i cal sci ence before their
imple men ta tion. Such ser vices would 
be paid for by the groups who intend
to imple ment applied med i cal
research.

ETHICAL ISSUES

[Edi to rial] 2004. Con flicts of inter ests 
and invest ments. CMAJ 23
Novem ber;171(11):1313.
Edi to rial out lin ing the jour nal’s new
policy on accep tance of arti cles.
Com men taries and nar ra tive reviews
or other sim i lar arti cles, whether
com mis sioned or spon ta ne ously
sub mit ted, will not be accepted for
con sid er ation for pub li ca tion if any
author has any finan cial invest ments,
or receives roy al ties or sim i lar
pay ments, that in total over the past
year have exceeded US$10,000 per
com pany; or holds a patent in a
com pany that mar kets a prod uct (or a 
com pet i tor’s prod uct) men tioned in
the arti cle. Nor will it accept for
pub li ca tion papers by authors who
are employed by such com pa nies,
who have a con trac tual rela tion ship
of any type with such com pa nies, or
who are named offi cers or board
mem bers of said com pa nies.
Kirby K, Houle FA. 2004. Ethics and
the wel fare of the phys ics pro fes sion.
Phys ics Today 57(11): 42–46.
A survey by a task force set up to look
at the state of ethics edu ca tion in
physics reveals that youn ger

phys i cists have expe ri ence of many
types of ethics vio la tions and in
par tic u lar about uneth i cal treat ment
of sub or di nates. Also dis cusses
prob lems with co-authorship.
Leys WAR. 2004. The sci en tist’s code
of ethics. Phys ics Today 57(11):55–59.
Reprint from Phys ics Today of March
1952:10–15 of an arti cle dis cuss ing the 
eth i cal and moral prob lems facing
phys i cists con cern ing the use of their
work.

Lim B, Schmidt K, White A, Ernst E.
2004. Reporting of eth i cal stan dards:
dif fer ences between com ple men tary 
and ortho dox med i cine jour nals?
Wiener klinische Wochenschrift July
31;116(14):500–503. 
This study reviewed the lit er a ture to
assess whether there are dif fer ences
in the report ing of eth i cal aspects of
com ple men tary and alter na tive
med i cine (CAM) and main stream
med i cal research. Jour nals with a
high impact factor were more likely
to report on eth i cal stan dards than
other jour nals on con flicts of inter est
and spon sor ship. How ever, they were 
less likely to report a ref er ence to
eth i cal guide lines. Arti cles from CAM 
jour nals had more strict report ing
require ments than main stream
med i cine jour nals with com pa ra ble
impact fac tors.
Whitbeck C. 2004. Trust and the
future of research. Phys ics Today
57(11):48–53.
Dis cusses sit u a tions which can lead
to mis con duct and sug gests meth ods
for address ing these prob lems.

Author ship
Weeks WB, Wallace AE, Kimberly BC. 
2004. Changes in author ship
pat terns in pres ti gious US med i cal
jour nals. Social Sci ence and Med i cine 
Novem ber;59(9):1949–1954.
To improve iden ti fi ca tion of
con tri bu tors to manu scripts, edi tors
of med i cal jour nals have devel oped
author ship respon si bil ity cri te ria.
Some have spec i fied an accept able
number of authors per manu script. A
ret ro spec tive cohort design was used
to cal cu late the aver age number of
authors per manu script and the
prev a lence of group and cor po rate
author ship between 1980 and 2000 for 
orig i nal, sci en tific, non-serial arti cles
pub lished in four pres ti gious med i cal 
jour nals. The number of authors per
arti cle increased dra mat i cally over
time in each jour nal.

Copy right and licens ing
Langlois M, Heller RF, Edwards R,
Lyratzopoulos G, Sandars J. 2004.
Restric tions imped ing web-based
courses: a survey of pub lish ers’

vari a tion in author is ing access to
high qual ity on-line lit er a ture. BMC
Med i cal Edu ca tion 4:7. doi:
10.1186/1472-6920-4-7.
Web-based deliv ery of edu ca tional
programmes is becom ing
increas ingly pop u lar and is expected
to expand, espe cially in med i cine.
The suc cess ful imple men ta tion of
these programmes is reli ant on their
abil ity to pro vide access to web-based 
mate ri als, includ ing high qual ity
pub lished work. Pub lishers’
responses to requests to access health
lit er a ture in the con text of devel op ing 
an elec tronic master’s degree course
are described.

Mis con duct and fraud
Dalton R. 2004. Quar rel over book
leads to call for mis con duct inquiry.
Nature 21 Octo ber;431:889.
A polit i cal sci en tist and former
jour nal editor has asked the US
National Sci ence Foundation to set up 
an inquiry to deter mine whether
sci en tific mis con duct was involved in
the writ ing of a psy cho log i cal his tory
book.

Godlee F. 2004. Deal ing with
edi to rial mis con duct. BMJ 4
Decem ber;329:1301–1302.
The two pro fes sions most closely
allied to med i cal jour nal edit ing,
med i cine and the press, have
well-estab lished sys tems for
self-reg u la tion. But self-reg u la tion is
a priv i lege, not a right. It brings with
it respon si bil i ties to estab lish and
enforce stan dards of good prac tice.
The new COPE code of con duct for
edi tors is a first step.

EDITORIAL PROCESS
Pierson DJ. 2004. The top 10 rea sons
why manu scripts are not accepted for
pub li ca tion. Respi ra tory Care
Octo ber;49(10):1246–1252.
Dis cusses why many research pro jects
that have been pre sented in abstract
form are never pub lished as full
arti cles. Lists 10 rea sons why
manu scripts are not accepted for
pub li ca tion in Respi ra tory Care.
Common defi cien cies in the meth ods,
results and dis cus sion sec tions pre vent
ini tial accep tance for pub li ca tion but
are poten tially ame na ble to cor rec tion.
More seri ous are fun da men tal defects
in study design, which, although
cor rect able at the incep tion of a pro ject,
often doom the paper once the study
has been com pleted.

LANGUAGE AND WRITING

Durbin CG Jr. 2004. Effec tive use of
tables and fig ures in abstracts,
pre sen ta tions, and papers.
Respi ra tory Care Octo ber;49(10):
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1233–1237.
In some sit u a tions, tables, graphs,
and fig ures can pres ent cer tain types
of infor ma tion more clearly and in
less space than the same infor ma tion
would require in sen tence form. This
arti cle gives guid ance on the
prep a ra tion and layout of tables and
graphs.

Sorinola O, Olufowobi O,
Coomarasamy A, Khan KS. 2004.
Instruc tions to authors for case
report ing are lim ited: A review of a
core jour nal list. BMC Med i cal
Edu ca tion 4:4. doi: 10.1186/1472-6920- 
4-4.
Case reports are fre quently pub lished 
in the health-care lit er a ture but
advice on pre par ing such reports in
“instruc tions to authors” pages of
jour nals is lim ited. The advice
avail able to authors of case reports
from “instruc tions to authors” pages
of a core col lec tion of 249 jour nals
was sur veyed. Data were extracted on 
items of style and con tent of case

reports, using a piloted data
extrac tion form. Of the jour nals
reviewed, “instruc tions to authors”
pages pro vided lim ited and varied
infor ma tion for pre par ing a case
report. There is a need for con sen sus,
and more con sis tent guid ance for
authors of case reports.

INFORMATION
Jacso P. 2004. Google Scholar beta.
Peter’s Dig i tal Ref er ence Shelf.
Decem ber:4–14. www.galegroup.
com/free_resources/ref er ence/peter/
dec.htm.
“One of the most com pre hen sive and
author i ta tive reac tions [to the launch
of Google Scholar] to have appeared
so far.” (Quote from Chris Beckett,
Direc tor of Schol arly Infor ma tion
Strat egies Ltd.)
John Cox Asso ci ates Ltd. 2004.
Aggregators and the pri mary
jour nal: an ALPSP report on the
impact of aggre gated data bases on

pri mary jour nals in the aca demic
library market and a review of
pub lisher prac tice. London:
Asso ci a tion of Learned and
Pro fes sional Soci ety Pub lishers. 
ISBN 0-907341-28-4.
An over view of the aca demic library
market for aggre gated full-text
schol arly jour nal infor ma tion
data bases and an assess ment of the
cur rent role such data bases play in
the schol arly jour nal infor ma tion
market.
Rapple C. 2004. After the goldrush —
the golden age of ref er ence link ing.
Learned Pub lishing Octo ber;17(4):
299–304.
Ref er ence link ing is emerg ing as a
key differentiator in the eval u a tion 
of online con tent. This arti cle
pro vides an over view of the
evo lu tion of ref er ence link ing
tech nol ogy, reviews the cur rent
sit u a tion and sug gests some
require ments for con tin ued
devel op ments and their ben e fits.
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Mem ber ship list ad di tions and changes
NEW AND
REPLACEMENT
MEMBERS

Indi vid ual mem bers
Pro fes sor Jukka Käyhkö
Depart ment of Geog ra phy
Uni ver sity of Turku
FI-20014 Uni ver sity of
Turku
Fin land
Tel: +358 2 333 5593
Fax: +358 2 335 896
jukka.kayhko@utu.fi
Dr Phillip Leventhal
12 rue Debelleyme
75004 Paris
France
Tel: +33 06 68 06 81 21
pleven2@yahoo.com

Prof. dr ir Godefridus MJ
Mohren
Forest Ecol ogy and Forest
Man age ment Group
Envi ron men tal Sci ence
Group
Wageningen Uni ver sity
P.O. Box 47
NL-6700 AA Wageningen
The Neth er lands
Tel: +31 317 478 026
Fax: +31 317 478 078
frits.mohren@wur.nl 
Andrew M Smith
6 Priory Walk
Hazmans Water
Brack nell RG12 9JT
UK
Tel: +44 1628 899 755
Fax: +44 1628 899 766
andrew.smith@
instituteofclinicalresearch.
org

CHANGES
Indi vid ual mem bers
Tim Albert
tim@ta-training.demon.
co.uk
Pro fes sor Kim Burton
kim@spineresearch.org.uk
Axel Ermert
Fax: +49 30 830 1504
Heidi Mat tock
9 rue Jules Verne
67400 Illkirch
France
Tel: +33 3 88 66 07 34
heidimattock@yahoo.com
Mrs Anne Noor
Estonian Acad emy 
Pub lishers
Kohtu 6
10130 Tallinn
Esto nia

Dr Jonas Ranstam
Uardav. 54D
SE-22471 Lund, Sweden
Tel: +46 46 159 060
jonas@ranstam.se
Karen Shashok
kshashok@auna.com
Ir Wilma JSM van
Wezenbeek
FEMS Cen tral Office
Keverling Buismanweg 4
NL-2628 CL Delft
The Neth er lands
Rolf Zetterström
Acta Paediatrica
Int J Pae di at rics
Build ing X5:01
(Borgmastarvillan)
Karolinska vägen 29
Karolinska Uni ver sity 
Hos pi tal, 
SE-171 76 Stock holm
Sweden
Tel: +46 8 517 721 49
Fax: +46 8 517 740 34
rolf.zetterstrom@
actapaediatrica.se
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In struc tions to au thors con trib ut ing to Eu ro pean Sci ence Editing
The edi tors of Euro pean Sci ence
Editing, the jour nal of the
Euro pean Asso ci a tion of Sci ence
Edi tors (ISSN 0258-3127),
wel come con tri bu tions related to
the edit ing and man age ment of
pub li ca tions in the sci ences.
Sub mis sions in the fol low ing
 categories are accepted: Arti cles,
Review arti cles, View points,
Editing around the world,
Cor re spon dence, brief Reports of
meet ings (see sug ges tions for 
reports given at the end of these
instruc tions), short news items,
and notes or sug ges tions about
arti cles, books or web sites of
inter est to edi tors of sci en tific
jour nals or books.

Con tri bu tions
Con tri bu tions should be sent to
the appro pri ate sec tion editor
named on the Edi tors’ Desks page 
of the jour nal (and listed below).
A copy may also be sent to the
Chief editor (hervmaison@
wanadoo.fr) when appro pri ate.

Con tri bu tions should be sent by 
e-mail or sub mit ted on disk (see
File format below). Dupli cate
pub li ca tion (pub li ca tion of items
that over lap sub stan tially with
any already pub lished) is to be
avoided. All mate rial is sub ject to
edit ing/copy-editing.

Authors are asked to con sult
the Chief editor if the same or
very  similar work has been
pub lished else where, mainly for
work in a  language other than
Eng lish. Data con tained in
contributions are assumed not to
have been fal si fied. Cur rent codes 
of ethics in appro pri ate
pro fes sional fields apply.

Copy right in con tri bu tions
belongs to the author.

Jour nal sections
Edi to rials are usu ally
com mis sioned but spon ta ne ous
sub mis sions will also be 
wel come.

Orig i nal arti cles will be sub ject
to review. Final accep tance or
rejec tion is decided by the
Pub li ca tions Com mit tee. Arti cles
should be up to 2000 words long
and should include an abstract of
up to 200 words. If they report
research data, they should follow

the IMRaD format (Intro duc tion,
Methods, Results, and
Dis cus sion) and include a
struc tured abstract with four
head ings: Back ground, Methods,
Results, and  Con clu sion. 

Arti cles should be submitted to
John Glen, 166 Sellywood Road,
Bir ming ham B30 1UX, UK; e-mail 
john_glen@jgla.demon.co.uk, and
must be in .txt format, NOT the
usual .doc format.

Review arti cles should be sent to
Tom van Loon  (tom_van_loon@
eresmas.com).

View points rep re sent the
opin ions or per sonal expe ri ences
of the author rather than research
(send to  tom_van_loon@eresmas. 
com). View points should include
an infor ma tive abstract.

The Editing around the world
series focuses on spe cific aspects
of edit ing in a par tic u lar coun try.
Sug ges tions for con tri bu tions
should be sent to Edward Towpik 
(redakcja@coi.waw.pl).

Cor re spon dence is wel comed on
items that have appeared in
recent issues of the bul le tin and
mat ters related to the edit ing and
man age ment of pub li ca tions 
(send to maeve.oc@blueyonder.
co.uk).

From the lit er a ture is pre pared by 
Liz Wager (liz@sideview.demon.
co.uk), who will be glad to receive 
sug ges tions for suit able sub jects.

News from coun tries/learned
soci et ies is in the plan ning stage,
under the edi tor ship of Jane
Sykes (j.sykes@wxs.nl).

Reports of meet ings are
coor di nated by Stuart
Handysides (stuart_handysides@
hotmail.com) and should be
planned before the meet ing. All
pro pos als for such reports are
welcome.

The EASE-Forum Digest is
com piled by Elise Langdon-
Neuner (langdoe@baxter.com).
The objec tive is to sum ma rize the
dis cus sions of recent months. The 
com piler may ask ini ti a tors of
some dis cus sions to pro vide a
con cise sum mary or rewrite their
con tri bu tions for other sec tions of 
Euro pean Sci ence Editing.

Books for review should be sent
to Marie-Louise Desbarats-
Schönbaum (Peelkensweg 4, 5428

NM Venhorst, Neth er lands), who
nor mally com mis sions reviews
and coor di nates the review
pro cess. Reviewers should e-mail  
their reviews to her at desbarats@
planet.nl.

The News Notes sec tion is 
com piled by  Margaret Cooter
(mcooter@bmj. com), who will be
glad to receive short news items
related to edit ing,  publishing and
man ag ing jour nals, includ ing
items from non- English- speak ing 
coun tries.

Forth com ing meetings and courses: 
infor ma tion for inclu sion in this
list should be sent to
maeve.oc@blueyonder.co.uk.

The Edi tor’s Book shelf is
com piled by Jane Moody and
details of suit able arti cles or
books should be sent to her
(jmoody@rcog.org.uk). Details of
pub li ca tions in Euro pean
lan guages other than Eng lish are
wel come.

The Edi tors’ WebWatch is
pre pared by Moira Vekony, who
wel comes news of sites and
trends appli ca ble to edit ing 
(MoiraVekony@aol.com).

File for mat and text style
Longer items such as arti cles
should be sent as e-mail
attach ments; other items may be
sent either as attach ments or in
ordi nary e-mail mes sages.
Con tri bu tions may also be sent on 
3.5-inch disks for IBM-PC-
com pat i ble machines (Mac format 
disks and files cannot be
accepted). All files must be
checked for viruses before being
 submitted.

Text should pref er a bly be
pro duced in Microsoft Word
(saved in .txt format for arti cles
sent to John Glen, but .doc or .rtf
for all other items) in 10-point
Palatino Linotype or Times New
Roman. Do not use any spe cial
styles.

With Word, accents and any
text in ital ics or bold let ter ing will 
be rec og nized by the desk top
pub lish ing soft ware. For arti cles
sent in ASCII format (.txt
exten sion),  however, indi cate
ital ics or bold  lettering by
under lin ing in a print out, and use 
dou ble-spacing (two para graph
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returns — but no more) between
para graphs, between head ings
and text, and between each
ref er ence in a ref er ence list.
Remove any run ning heads, page
num bers or page divi sions before
saving the final ver sion of the file.

Head ings other than the main
title of a con tri bu tion should be
cap. & l.c. (ini tial cap i tal, caps
else where only if needed, and
lower-case), with one blank line
above each head ing. Use bold
type for a level 1 head ing and
ital ics for a level 2 head ing. Avoid
level 3 head ings.

Tables should be sent in a
sep a rate file from the text.

Fig ures should be pro fes sion ally 
pre pared and of high res o lu tion
(scanned at 300 dpi). Each figure
should be sent in  a sep a rate file
saved in .bmp, .tif, or .jpg format.

Style
Use the spell ing of the Oxford
Eng lish Dic tio nary (Con cise or
Shorter), includ ing -ize, -ization
where appro pri ate. Use inclu sive
lan guage (non-sexist, non-racist).
Avoid foot notes and
abbre vi a tions other than SI units
and any others that are widely
accepted and under stood. Explain 
all other abbre vi a tions when they
are first men tioned. Write
num bers one to nine in full in the
text, except when they are
attached to units of mea sure. Use
double quo ta tion marks, with
single quo ta tion marks only for
quo ta tions within quo ta tions.

Cita tions in the text
For cita tions in the text, use either 

name(s)/year (“as Adam & Eve
(1997) reported”, or “(Adam &
Eve 1997)”) or num bers in square
brack ets on the line (“[1]”).
Accu racy of ref er ences is the
respon si bil ity of the author(s).

Ref er ence list style
Jour nal titles should be writ ten in
full. The year should appear after
the authors’ names and before the 
arti cle title in both name/year and 
num bered ref er ences, as below:

Adam A, Eve Z. 1997. Eating
apples can be dan ger ous.
Jour nal of Food Infor ma tion
8(1):51–59.

or
1. Adam A, Eve Z. 1997. Eating

apples can be dan ger ous. 
Jour nal of Food Infor ma tion
8(1):51–59.

Ref er ences to elec tronic
con tri bu tions should include the
web address and the date the
ref er ence was accessed:

Adam A, Eve Z. 1997. Eating
apples can be dan ger ous. 
Jour nal of Food Infor ma tion
8(1):51–59. www.jfi.org.il/
volume8(1)/Adam/apple.pdf. 
(Accessed 2005 Jan u ary 1).

Dead lines and proofs
Dead line dates for con tri bu tions
other than arti cles, review arti cles 
and view points are Decem ber 15,
March 15, June 15 and Sep tem ber
15, for the Feb ru ary, May, August
and Novem ber issues,
respectively. Arti cles, review
arti cles and viewpoints should be

sub mit ted one month ear lier than
those dates.

Proofs (PDF files) may be
provided if authors ask for them
or if the edi tors have que ries.

Meet ing re ports: sug ges tions for
pre sen ta tion
• A re port should prob a bly be

be tween 100 and 800 words,
de pend ing on the length of the
meet ing and the nov elty of the
ma te rial.

• De scribe only those
pre sen ta tions, and
con tri bu tions, that you be lieve 
will in ter est ESE read ers.

• Con cen trate on new
in for ma tion rather than
opin ion. If you quote   numbers 
please check them. If you can
sup ply ref er ences, so much the
better, but please limit these to
about five.

• If dis cus sion of a pa per reaches
a con sen sus, re cord it.

• Give the names and brief
in sti tu tional ad dresses of
con tri bu tors whose
pre sen ta tions you re port.

• Be pre pared for your re port to
be ed ited for length and style;
the or ga ni za tional de lights and
down falls of con fer ences are
par tic u larly vul ner a ble.  The
sec tion ed i tor will send you an
ed ited text, but time con straints
may limit con sul ta tion about
changes.

• Write up your con tri bu tion as
soon as the meet ing ends, to
cap i tal ize on its im pact.

• Send your re port to Stu art
Handysides (stu art_handysides
@hotmail.com). 
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Membership of EASE
EASE, the Euro pean Asso ci a tion of
Sci ence Edi tors, is open to edi tors of
pub li ca tions in the sci ences, to oth ers
with respon si bil ity for edit ing or
 managing such pub li ca tions, or work -
ing in any branch of sci en tific
com mu ni ca tion, and to indi vid u als
rep re sent ing sci en tific pub li ca tions or
pub lish ing bod ies. EASE is Euro -
pean-based but mem bers from any
coun try are wel come.

EASE of fers its mem bers
• Meet ings on find ing and keep ing

the right au thors, ref er ees, read -
ers, pub lish ers and print ers; on
pro duc ing pub li ca tions quickly
and eco nom i cally; on keep ing up
with mod ern tech nol ogy in ed it -
ing and print ing; and on other
 intellectual and prac ti cal prob -
lems in the trans fer of sci en tific
 information.

• Four is sues a year of the jour nal,
Eu ro pean Sci ence Editing, which
pub lishes ar ti cles, re ports meet -
ings, an nounces new de vel op -
ments and forth com ing events,
and calls at ten tion to books and ar -
ti cles of in ter est to mem bers.

• Chap ters of the Sci ence editors’
handbook as these are is sued (47
chap ters were  published or
 reissued in 2003).

Jour nal
Mem bers receive Euro pean Sci ence
Editing with out charge (four  issues/
year). The sub scrip tion for non-
 members is GBP 50 includ ing post age.
Sin gle cop ies, GBP 15 each.

Sub scrip tion rates (2005)
Mem ber ship is for a cal en dar year. For 
those join ing late in the year
 membership may start from the
 following Jan u ary (please indi cate
your choice on the form).

The cost for indi vid ual mem bers in
2005 will be GBP 62. Orga ni za tions
pay ing sub scrip tions for three or more 
named mem bers are accepted as cor -
po rate mem bers: each per son has full
mem ber ship priv i leges but cop ies of
the jour nal etc. are sent to one mem ber
for dis tri bu tion within the cor po rate
group. Rates (GBP): three peo ple £180;
four £236; five £290; six £342; seven
£392; eight and over, £55 per mem ber.

EASE actively encour ages spon sor -
ship of edi tors liv ing in coun tries with
cur rency exchange prob lems. If you
wish to spon sor an edi tor you can do
so by add ing £31 to your mem ber ship
fee. You will be told who you are spon -
sor ing or may nom i nate someone.

If you are retired and aged over 60,
con tact the Sec re tary for details of
reduced sub scrip tions.

Mem bers who fail to pay the
 subscription after three requests will
be regarded as lapsed and will be
 removed from the mem ber ship list.
Mem bers who rejoin after laps ing may 
be charged an extra fee in  addition to
the cur rent year’s pay ment.

Methods of pay ment
(1) By credit card (Mastercard/VISA;
no other cards can be accepted).
(2) By cheque or bank draft pay able to 
“EASE”, drawn in ster ling on a bank
in the UK. Please arrange to pay all
bank charges, and ask your bank to
make sure that your name (or the cor -
po rate rep re sen ta tive’s name) appears 
on the cheque or an accom pa ny ing
advice note. Send cheques/drafts to
the EASE Sec re tar iat by ordi nary mail, 
NOT reg is tered mail.

Data Pro tec tion Act
Hold ers of  personal infor ma tion listed
in a com puter file must ask those on the 
list whether  they agree to the infor ma -
tion being recorded in this way. Your
sig na ture on the appli ca tion form will
be taken to mean that you agree to the
infor ma tion on the form, the date on
which you join EASE, and/or your sub -
scrip tion sta tus being held on
com puter so that the asso ci a tion can
send you mem ber ship mate rial or the
jour nal or both.
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APPLICATION FORM: MEMBERSHIP OF EASE, or journal subscription. 
(Please type, or print clearly)
o I/We wish to apply for indi vid ual/cor po rate mem ber ship of the Euro pean Asso ci a tion of Sci ence Edi tors
OR
o I/We wish to sub scribe to the jour nal as a non-mem ber/non-mem bers
Name and ti tle (Pro fes sor, Dr, etc.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Ad dress . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Town · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Post code· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Coun try. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Tel. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
E-mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Full ti tle of the main pe ri od i cal you edit (where rel e vant) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Job ti tle (ed i to rial), or free lance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
For cor po rate mem ber ship, list names and ad dresses etc. on a sep a rate sheet of pa per . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Start mem ber ship/sub scrip tion  o  Now, for the cur rent year; OR o  On 1 Jan u ary next
Pay ment (see Methods of pay ment, above)
o  Charge Mastercard/VISA, OR o Cheque/draft enclosed
Card num ber · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  .    Card ex piry date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Print name/address used for card account, if dif fer ent from address above:
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

GBP.......... mem ber ship fee (see Sub scrip tion rates above);   o  as a retired mem ber;
o  GBP 31.00 to spon sor an edi tor;   o  GBP 50.00 for jour nal only.
To tal en closed or au tho rized: GBP ..................                                 Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sig na ture  (see sec tion above on Data Pro tec tion Act) · · · · · · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Please return this form to: Georgianna Oja, EASE Sec re tar iat, Nyyrikintie 14 A 1, FIN-33540 Tampere, Fin land; 
 fax +358 30 474 8606; e-mail: ease@pp.inet.fi. EASE web site: www.ease.org.uk
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