
The Ed i tors’ WebWatch
The Edi tors’ WebWatch is intended to be a mem ber ship-driven resource of web sites for edi tors and writ ers in the sci ences.

TheFreeDictionary.com
www.thefreedictionary.com
This is an amaz ing col lec tion of
dic tio nar ies and other var i ous
sources of infor ma tion. The front
page has links to dic tio nar ies
(Eng lish, med i cal, legal, finan cial, and 
com puter), a the sau rus, acro nyms, an 
ency clo pe dia, a lit er a ture ref er ence
library and a search engine — pretty
much every thing you would ever
need. How ever, before we all rush to
recycle every ref er ence book in our
book cases let’s take a closer look.
Sup ported as it is by adver tis ing (it is
a mix ture of com mer cial and for-free
prod ucts and resources) I sup pose it
may have some biases. As the
copy right page says, “we are striv ing
to make TheFreeDictionary.com the
best dic tio nary resource on the World 
Wide Web. We use mul ti ple sources
of data in our work and a large part
of this infor ma tion is checked and
edited by our staff [so what about the 
rest? —Ed.]. The site con tains
copy righted mate rial, trade marks,
and other pro pri etary infor ma tion.”
OK, so a good source of sources (as
one might say), but hold onto those
tomes for now.

Ref er ence tools
www.refdesk.com
Linked to TheFreeDictionary.com is
Refdesk, an over whelm ing volume of 
informationcollected together on one
very crowded page. All the answers
to every thing? Maybe.

HealthSquare
www.healthsquare.com
Ever come home from the phar macy
and won dered what you’ve really
been pre scribed? Now you can find
out from HealthSquare.com, which
will give you con cise no-nonsense
infor ma tion on your prescription
drugs. HealthSquare is writ ten
espe cially for the lay person and
gives infor ma tion on 1000
pre scrip tion drug prod ucts, includ ing 
indi ca tions, dosage, warn ings and
pos si ble inter ac tions. Just about every 
health issue affect ing an “aver age”
family is cov ered here, and even
though the site is Amer i can it lists the 
generic names of most of the things I
checked out, so should be useful for
anyone any where. Sources used
include PDR® Family guide to
pre scrip tion drugs, PDR® Ency clo pe dia

of med i cal care, and the National
Insti tute of Allergy and Infec tious
Dis eases.

File Trans fer Pro to col
“Is FTP secure?” was a recent
ques tion on Tourbus
(www.tourbus.com). And to put it
simply the answer is “No”, which
may come as a sur prise to some of us
who trans fer files between cli ents,
free lances and type set ters with not a
thought about who might be look ing
over our shoul ders. Not that it
prob a bly mat ters for most of the files
that we trans fer, which are
trans ferred “in the clear” (with out
encryp tion), until you realize that
your user ID and pass word are also
sent unencrypted to the remote server 
when you log in. So there is a chance
that some one could inter cept your
login details when you trans fer files
over the public internet. The answer,
then, is to switch to Secure FTP.
Check out your FTP soft ware to see if
it sup ports the SCP or SFTP pro to col
(look in the help or options screen to
find out), which will encrypt your
login and file data before you
trans mit them. The bad news is that
you may have to pay for this fea ture;
but take a look at the fol low ing
options: WinSCP, an open source
secure FTP client for Win dows; or, for 
Mac users, Fugu or Rbrowser.
Another option is  PSFTP, a secure
FTP pro gram that oper ates from a
com mand line instead of a graph i cal
inter face and is com pat i ble with
Win dows and Linux.

For this arti cle and many other
equally infor ma tive ones go to
www.askbobrankin.com.

Making Win dows run faster
www.askbobrankin.com/make_
win dows_xp_run_faster.html
Again from Bob Rankin of Tourbus,
step-by-step instruc tions on how to
make Win dows XP run faster. Worth
read ing if you sus pect that your PC is 
full of “Cyber Sludge”. 

Mu seum of On line Mu seums
(MoOM)
www.coudal.com/moom.php
This is one of the most amaz ing sites
I’ve come across. A big thanks to the
person who sent me this link. In its
entirety, it could easily be called the
museum of every thing. There are

links from hun dreds of archives to
online col lec tions and exhib its
cov er ing myriad inter ests and
obses sions. The MoOM is orga nized
into three sec tions: the Museum
Campus con tains links to
brick-and-mortar muse ums; the
Per ma nent Col lec tion is mainly
involved with design and
adver tis ing; and Gal leries,
Exhi bi tion, and Shows is an “eclectic 
and ever-changing list of inter est ing
links to col lec tions and gal ler ies,
most of them hosted on per sonal
web pages. In other words, it's
where all the good stuff is.” When
you have fin ished look ing at the Van 
Gogh and Gauguin take a look at the 
Gro cery List Col lec tion, or the
Gal lery of East German Paper Bags:
the pos si bil i ties for divert ing
your self from any pro duc tive work
are abso lutely end less!

Fun with words
Finally, here is a little col lec tion of
sites for when the Eng lish lan guage
as we know it is simply not enough:

www.wordsmith.org 
Fun with words, espe cially ana grams.
The Internet Ana gram Server at
www.wordsmith.org/ana gram will
allow you to enter up to 26 let ters and 
will then rear range them to form
strange and unusual phrases.

www.wordplays.com/fcgi-bin/
scrab ble.pl
http://wordzap.com
If you play Scrab ble you might like a
tool that will — basi cally — help you
to cheat. And if you are bored with
Scrab ble, try WordZap. This little
mind-bender can be played against a
human or com puter oppo nent.

www.ety mo log ic.com
When you are through with the
above and still can’t sleep, try
Ety mo logic, which claims to be the
tough est word game on the web. Go
on, give it a try!

Some thing to con trib ute?
Please send  links for this sec tion to
Moira Vekony (DunaScriptsEdit@
aol.com). News of sites in Euro pean
lan guages other than Eng lish will be
wel come, as will contributions
relat ing to areas of sci ence other than
biol ogy and medicine.
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News Notes
PubChem gets go ing
PubChem, the infor ma tics com po nent 
of the Molec u lar Libraries pro ject of
the NIH (National Insti tutes of
Health) Roadmap for Med i cal
Research, aims to create a data base of 
chem i cal struc tures and their
bio log i cal activ i ties. PubChem will
house both data from the new NIH
molec u lar librar ies screen ing centre
net work and infor ma tion about
com pounds from the sci en tific
lit er a ture. NIH will work with pri vate 
sector chem i cal infor ma tion
pro vid ers, with a pri mary goal of
max i miz ing prog ress in sci ence while 
avoid ing unnec es sary dupli ca tion
and com pe ti tion with pri vate sector
data bases. 

PubChem is orga nized as three
linked data bases within the 
infor ma tion retrieval system of the
National Center for Bio tech nol ogy
Infor ma tion (NCBI): PubChem
Sub stance, PubChem Com pound,
and PubChem BioAssay;
http://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
pro vides access. PubChem’s chem i cal
struc ture records are linked to other 
data bases that pro vide infor ma tion
on bio log i cal prop er ties. These
include links to sci en tific lit er a ture
and NCBI’s  resource. Links to
PubChem’s bioassay data base pres ent 
the results of bio log i cal screen ing.
Links to depos i tor web sites pro vide
fur ther infor ma tion.

Rus sian sci ence jour nals in Eng lish
Springer and MAIK Nauka/
Interperiodica are expand ing the
Eng lish-language jour nals
programme of the Rus sian Acad emy
of Sci ences. Starting in Jan u ary 2006,
105 of the most impor tant sci en tific
jour nals will be trans lated into
Eng lish and com piled into an
inde pend ent online library within
SpringerLink, under the name
“Rus sian Library of Sci ence”. The
jour nals include JETP (Jour nal of
Exper i men tal and The o ret i cal Phys ics)
and Phys ics of the Solid State, both
pre vi ously dis trib uted by the
Amer i can Insti tute of Phys ics, and
Doklady Math e mat ics, pre vi ously
dis trib uted by EBSCO. (UK Seri als
e-news, 27 July 2005)

Search in French or Span ish
A Medline/PubMed search page
using French or Span ish med i cal
terms or phrases (with cita tions
returned in Eng lish) is under
devel op ment. It will pro vide
sug ges tions for words or phrases
cur rently in the data base, improv ing
the chances of suc cess. The search

form and results retrieved are
text-only, so it is suit able for those
with low-bandwidth con nec tions to
the internet. Go to http://askmedline.
nlm.nih.gov/crosslan, where there’s
also a feed back link.

More Chi nese jour nals avail able
In 2006, Springer will start pub lish ing 
36 jour nals jointly with Sci ence Press
and Higher Edu ca tion Press,  two
sci en tific pub lish ers in China,
pro vid ing access to their con tent
world wide in the Chi nese Library of
Sci ence data base on SpringerLink
and dou bling the number of Chi nese
research pub li ca tions han dled by
Springer. Higher Edu ca tion Press is
the Chi nese edu ca tion min is try’s
pub lish ing arm; it will launch 27
jour nals in var i ous fields over the
next two years, each titled “Fron tiers
of . . . in China”. The series edi tors
will select the best arti cles from 1700
Chi nese uni ver sity jour nals by means 
of a peer review pro cess and trans late 
them into Eng lish. The fields cov ered
include phys ics, chem is try,
mechan i cal engi neer ing, elec tri cal
engi neer ing, math e mat ics, law, and
phi los o phy. Sci ence Press is the
pub lisher of the Chi nese Acad emy of
Sci ences. Its Eng lish-language
jour nals — includ ing the “Chi nese
Sci ence Bul le tin” — con tain the
acad emy’s best research find ings. (UK 
Seri als e-news, 25 July 2005)

The Lan cet is up in arms
The Lancet has urged its pub lisher,
Reed Elsevier, to sever the com pany’s
links with the arms trade. The jour nal 
was “deeply trou bled” to learn about
Reed’s involve ment in orga niz ing
arms fairs, and said its read ers would 
find it “incom pre hen si ble” that The
Lancet was linked, even indi rectly, to
tech nol o gies such as clus ter bombs,
against which it had cam paigned
vehe mently. An open letter signed by
lead ing doc tors from Europe, Asia
and the USA call ing on Reed Elsevier
to get out of the arms trade was
pub lished along with the edi to rial.
(www.forbes.com/home/feeds/afx/
2005/09/09/afx2215101.html)

New jour nals for ALPSP col lec tion 
The ALPSP (Asso ci a tion of Learned
and Pro fes sional Soci ety Pub lishers)
Learned Jour nals Col lec tion (voted
“Best STM Infor ma tion Prod uct” by
the Inter na tional Infor ma tion
Indus try in 2004) will increase to
include 558 jour nals from 47 highly
respected schol arly pub lish ers in
2006. A sub ject-specific pack age on
Law will join the Med i cine & Life

Sci ence, Sci ence & Tech nol ogy and
Arts, Human ities & Social Sci ence
pack ages that are cur rently avail able.
The col lec tion enables small and
medium-sized schol arly pub lish ers,
many with jour nals that have high ISI 
rat ings, to sell their titles effec tively
to con sor tia and other library
cus tom ers by pack ag ing them as a
single col lec tion oper at ing under a
single umbrella license, pric ing
model and deliv ery plat form. It helps 
to sim plify the com pli ca tions that
pub lish ers and cus tom ers encoun ter
within the e-journals market.  (UK
Seri als e-news, 27 July 2005)

Charlesworth Award win ners
The ALPSP/Charlesworth award for
learned jour nals this year went to the
Euro pean Respi ra tory Jour nal. Its
rede sign dem on strates a really good
bal ance between design and con tent,
the judges said. And the award for
pub lish ing inno va tion went to Nature 
Pub lishing Group’s Connotea  —
which began as an exper i ment with
the emerg ing tech nol ogy of social
bookmarking but quickly became a
new infor ma tion and ref er ence
man age ment ser vice for sci en tists.
[Social bookmarking is defined by
wikipedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki) as “An online ser vice genre that
allows users to save and cat e go rize a
per sonal col lec tion of book marks.
Dis tinct in that others may see the
book marks that have been saved by
others and add them to their own
col lec tion, as well as sub scribe to the
lists of others.”]

IEEE claim top jour nals in field
For the third year run ning, the
Insti tute of Elec tri cal and Elec tron ics
Engi neers has pub lished 18 of the top 
20 jour nals in the field of elec tri cal
and elec tron ics engi neer ing,
accord ing to the recently pub lished
2004 ISI Jour nal Cita tion Reports. (UK
Seri als e-news, 12 August 2005)

Sec ond sur vey of Af ri can med i cal
jour nals
In 2002 the Spe cial Programme for
Research and Training in Trop i cal
Dis eases con ducted a survey of
Afri can med i cal jour nal edi tors which 
led to the set ting up of the Forum for
Afri can Med i cal Edi tors (FAME)
(www.who.int/tdr/pub li ca tions/
pub li ca tions/fame_entebbe.htm).
Now it is join ing forces with the
Med i cal Research Coun cil of South
Africa to carry out a second survey,
aiming to con sol i date the infor ma tion 
and con tacts about Afri can jour nals,
and to review the prog ress that has
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been achieved and the par tic u lar
chal lenges their edi tors still face.
Con tact Edith Cer tain (certaine@who. 
int) for more infor ma tion, or to
par tic i pate.

Sage signs agree ments
Sage Pub li ca tions has signed an
agree ment with the Inter na tional
Net work for the Avail abil ity of
Sci en tific Pub li ca tions (INASP) to
pro vide free access to more than 300
Sage jour nals to research insti tu tions
in 66 of the world’s less devel oped
coun tries, either free of charge or for
greatly sub si dized rates. (www.
openrfi.com/UKSG/si_pd.cfm?AC=46
44&Pid=10&Zid=2070&issueno=101)

Sage has also signed an agree ment
with Koninklijke Bibliotheek (the 
National Library of the Neth er lands),
to create a per ma nent archive of Sage
e-journals, ensur ing that the con tent
will always be acces si ble. (UK Seri als
e-news, 29 July 2005)

NIH eases eth ics rules
Since August, NIH ethics rules allow
most NIH sci en tists and employ ees to 
own stock in biotech and drug
com pa nies, and to par tic i pate in
activ i ties with non-profit pro fes sional 
and sci en tific orga ni za tions — but
they are banned from out side
con sult ing with phar ma ceu ti cal,
biotech, and med i cal device
com pa nies. NIH received some 1300
com ments on the “sweep ing” ethics
reforms intro duced in Feb ru ary.
Larger issues still remain for NIH
sci en tists, among them unnec es sary
restric tions on travel and increas ingly 
bur den some paper work required to
approve out side activ i ties; most
impor tantly, sal a ries for junior-level
sci en tists need to be increased.
(www.the-scientist.com/news/200508
26/01)

Due dil i gence to de tect pla gia rism
CopyGuard, launched recently by
LexisNexis US as LexisNexis® 
CopyGuard solu tion, helps to detect
pla gia rism and copy right
infringe ment and pro tect intel lec tual
prop erty. It enables users to verify
con tent orig i nal ity quickly and easily, 
search ing about 6.1 bil lion doc u ments 
within min utes. Once a doc u ment is
sub mit ted to the ser vice, CopyGuard
uses pat tern-matching tech nol ogy to
iden tify sus pect pas sages. It then
pro duces a cus tom ized orig i nal ity
report that pro vides under lined
excerpts of any rel e vant text matches
and a “sim i lar ity index” which
pro vides the exact per cent age of text
orig i nat ing from else where.
(www.lexisnexis.com/copyguard/)

Where are the pa pers com ing from?
Cita tion data from more than 8700
jour nals archived in the Thomson
Sci en tific’s National Sci ence
Indi ca tors data base show that in the
past two decades the world output of
sci en tific papers from the USA has
decreased steadily, and the col lec tive
shares from coun tries in the
Euro pean Union and the Asia Pacific
region have increased. The EU has
almost 5% more than the US share,
and the Asia Pacific region is up by
about 12%. If cur rent trends con tinue, 
the Asia Pacific region will prob a bly
out strip the USA by 2011 —
espe cially in agri cul tural sci ences,
chem is try, engi neer ing, mate ri als
sci ence, and phys ics. (www.
sciencewatch.com/july-aug2005/
sw_july-aug2005_page1.htm)

Putting de vel op ing coun tries
jour nals on line
Bioline Inter na tional
(www.bioline.org.br) will be adding 
10 bio sci ence and health jour nals
pub lished in devel op ing coun tries,
thanks to a grant from the Open
Soci ety Insti tute’s Open Access
Pro ject. For many of the 40
peer-reviewed jour nals col lab o rat ing
with BI, doc u ment down loads have
increased by ten fold, and sev eral
report that the number of
inter na tional authors sub mit ting
manu scripts to their jour nals has
been steadily increas ing. BI asks
jour nal pub lish ers inter ested in
pro vid ing open access to their
pub li ca tions to con tact them. 

Still can’t find DOIs?
An arti cle’s Dig i tal Object Iden ti fier is 
its unique iden ti fier for pub li ca tion
on the web. DOIs won’t replace
“proper” ref er ences, or at least not
yet, but when year, volume and page
number don’t apply — such as in
online first pub li ca tion — the DOI is
useful for iden ti fy ing and search ing
for arti cles. It stays with the arti cle for 
ever. You can use a DOI to search on
Medline by putt ing in the DOI with
[AID] (which stands for arti cle
iden ti fier tag) after it. Out side
Medline, if you know the DOI of a
paper you can insert it directly into
your browser’s loca tion bar by first
typing http://dx.doi.org/ and
fol low ing this with the actual DOI.
Hit Return, and you’ll be at the
entrance page of the arti cle. (Thanks
to SfEPLine for this tip.)

In dus try money skews drug
over views
It’s some thing we’ve always
sus pected . . . and now fur ther
evi dence has emerged that money
from the phar ma ceu ti cal indus try is

dis tort ing the med i cal lit er a ture.
Meta-analyses (stud ies that com bine
the results from sev eral trials) report
more favour able results if they are
spon sored by indus try. This effect
has already been seen for clin i cal
trials in sev eral areas of med i cine, but 
this new find ing is even more
wor ry ing, say the authors of a study
in Nature (2005;437:458-9), as
pol icy-makers often give
meta-analyses more weight than
indi vid ual trials.

Closing the “pub lish ing gap”
be tween rich and poor
The health and sci ence research ers
clos est to pov erty and poor health in
the devel op ing world are the least
likely to pub lish their work and ideas 
in the aca demic jour nals that
influ ence policymakers. AuthorAID
is a strat egy to link devel op ing-world 
authors whose work is prom is ing to
vol un tary editor/sci en tist men tors
any where in the world, on a
manu script-by-manuscript basis. The
men tors would help the authors to
pre pare sub mis sions that sci ence and
policy jour nals will accept and
pub lish. Com mu ni ca tion via the
internet will make it pos si ble to work
inter na tion ally in a timely way. The
ini tia tive has pro posed a five-year
dem on stra tion pro ject — to achieve
“proof of prin ci ple”. A task force
adopted AuthorAID at the CSE
meet ing in Atlanta in May 2005. Once 
launched, the AuthorAID web site
will invite enqui ries from devel op ing
world authors. It will link prom is ing
writ ing pro jects with dis tin guished
vol un teer sci en tists and will enlist
authors’ edi tors to pro vide the
knowl edge and know-how that will
assure pub li ca tion. (www.scidev.net/
con tent/opin ions/eng/clos ing-the-
pub lish ing-gap-between-rich-and-
poor.cfm)

The lat est on peer re view
Either sug gest ing or exclud ing
review ers can sig nif i cantly increase a
manu script’s chances of being
accepted — but when offered the
chance to sug gest (or exclude)
review ers, authors aren’t taking up
the oppor tu nity. Compared to
review ers sug gested by edi tors, those 
sug gested by authors are more likely
to rec om mend that the manu script be 
pub lished (56% vs 50%) and less
likely to rec om mend rejec tion (14%
vs 24%). This is one of the research
find ings high lighted in Sci ence (23
September, p 1974) in a report of the
peer review con gress in Chi cago (see
also p 112 and p119). 

Another study pre sented at the
meet ing at the meet ing in Chi cago in
Sep tem ber  rein forces the above
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findings: 47% of review ers sug gested
by authors advo cated accep tance,
com pared with 35% sug gested by
edi tors; 10% and 23% respec tively
rec om mended rejec tion. Opting to
exclude review ers may have even
more dra matic effects: other research

found that the odds on being
accepted dou bled when authors
opted to exclude review ers. Whether
this prac tice will intro duce bias, or
limit it, is up for debate. (See also the
edi to rial in this issue, p. 112.)

Thanks to: Vicky Harley, Tina Allen,
Jane Sykes, Paul Fontello, Fiona
Godlee, Emma Dickinson.

Con tri bu tions to News Notes
Please send items for this sec tion to
Mar ga ret Cooter, BMJ Edi to rial, BMA 
House, Tavistock Square, London,
WC1H 9JR, UK; mcooter@bmj.com.

News from ed it ing so ci et ies
ACES
Like some other soci et ies, the
Amer i can Copy Edi tors Soci ety
(ACES; www.copydesk.org) has 
cre ated a prize for people making a
sub stan tial con tri bu tion to the craft of 
copy edit ing. Nom i nees will be
eval u ated for a number of qual i ties,
includ ing “edit ing, design, mentoring 
and train ing, fos ter ing a sense of
team work and pride among
col leagues, and any thing else that
fur thers the role of the copy edit ing
pro fes sion”. Although ACE is
pri mar ily for news pa per copy
edi tors, EASE mem bers might like to
look at the book let “Editing
Guide lines” (click on Site
Fea tures/Editing book let) pro duced
by the Soci ety to encour age the
devel op ment of young edi tors. It is in 
the form of ques tions culled from
news pa per tests and the stated
expec ta tions of those news pa pers, so
that poten tial copy edi tors can learn
what news pa pers look for in copy
edi tors. It would be inter est ing to
know whether UK or other national
news pa pers have sim i lar tests. The
Soci ety has also pro duced a CD-ROM 
“A to Z on edit ing” that covers
instruc tion on edit ing and writ ing,
advice to stu dents, dis cus sion of
jour nal ism issues, quiz zes and
ref er ence sources. The CD can be
pur chased for $4 through the
Soci ety’s web site.

ALA
The Amer i can Library Asso ci a tion
(ALA; www.ala.org) has given a
com pli men tary six-month exten sion
of mem ber ship to 850 of its mem bers
in the areas of Lou i si ana, Mis sis sippi
and Ala bama affected by hur ri cane
Katrina, in an effort to sup port
librar ies and their staff. The
Asso ci a tion is also plan ning to carry
out a national web-based salary
survey. While many soci et ies and
asso ci a tions are wary about taking a
stance on polit i cal issues, at its recent
annual meet ing the ALA Coun cil
passed a res o lu tion oppos ing the use
by gov ern ment of dis in for ma tion,
media manip u la tion, and the
destruc tion and exci sion of public
infor ma tion, stat ing as exam ples the

cen sor ship of sci en tific stud ies
warn ing of the threat of global
warn ing, the dis tor tion of
infor ma tion to jus tify the inva sion of
Iraq, the removal of public
infor ma tion from US depos i tory
librar ies, and increased assaults on
con sti tu tional rights under the guise
of “national secu rity”. It has also
passed a res o lu tion call ing on the US
gov ern ment to pro vide mate rial
assis tance, via the United Nations, for 
the recon struc tion of Iraq, includ ing
its muse ums, librar ies, schools, and
other cul tural resources.

ALPSP
Like the Asso ci a tion of Amer i can
Uni ver sity Presses, the Asso ci a tion of 
Learned and Pro fes sional Soci ety
Pub lishers (ALPSP; www.alpsp.org)
has recently pre sented a posi tion
state ment on Google Print for
Libraries, in which the Asso ci a tion
also expresses its con cern about
copy right issues regard ing the
digitization of pub lished works. They 
call on Google to hold an urgent
meet ing with rep re sen ta tives of all
major pub lish ing orga ni za tions. The
Asso ci a tion is cur rently hold ing its
second survey on aca demic jour nal
pub lish ers’ pol i cies and prac tices in
online pub lish ing. Jour nal pub lish ers
are invited to par tic i pate in the
ques tion naire, which can be obtained
from the ALPSP site. Find ings will be
pub lished in Feb ru ary 2006.

CASE/IPE
The Coun cil of Aus tra lian Soci eties of 
Edi tors (CASE) has been renamed the 
Insti tute of Pro fes sional Edi tors (IPE). 
The first major objec tive of the
insti tute will be to imple ment an
accred i ta tion system. Mem bers of the
eight inde pend ent soci et ies of edi tors
in Aus tra lia have been asked for their 
input on a number of issues,
pre sented in an issues paper
(www.case-editors.org), so that a
formal dis cus sion of the legal status
and goals of the new body can take
place at the con fer ence in Mel bourne
in Octo ber 2005.

ISO
The Inter na tional Orga ni za tion for
Standardization (ISO; www.iso.org)
has renewed its ISBN book
iden ti fi ca tion stan dard. The recently
pub lished fourth edi tion of ISO 2108,
Infor ma tion and doc u men ta tion –
Inter na tional Standard Book Number
(ISBN), describes a new 13-digit
ISBN, to be imple mented as of 1
Jan u ary 2007. Although under the
new ISO 2108 it will not be nec es sary
to assign new ISBNs to prod ucts that
have been pub lished with the 10-digit 
ISBN, it will be nec es sary to con vert
the num bers to the 13-digit ISBN
format by the imple men ta tion date. It 
is envi sioned that while this change
will pri mar ily affect sys tems, it will
also have an impact on edi to rial
pro cesses, sales and mar ket ing,
ware house man age ment, pro duc tion,
account ing and cat a logu ing
pro cesses. More infor ma tion can be
obtained from the ISO web site.

IEEE PCS
EASE read ers inter ested in the effect
of outsourcing on the nature of
knowl edge-based work and how it
may change the nature of spe cific
tech ni cal com mu ni ca tion prac tices
may be inter ested to learn that the
IEEE Pro fes sional Com mu ni ca tion
Soci ety (www.ieeepcs.org) is call ing
for papers for a spe cial issue of the
IEEE Trans ac tions on Pro fes sional
Com mu ni ca tions that will focus on
exam in ing inter na tional outsourcing.
The spe cial issue will exam ine how
inter na tional outsourcing is affect ing
pro fes sional and edu ca tional
prac tices in tech ni cal com mu ni ca tion
and how inter na tional outsourcing
could shape future prac tices in both
areas.

INASP
Fur ther to the infor ma tion on Afri can 
jour nals pro vided in the News Notes
column in the August issue of ESE
(2005;31(3):96), inter ested read ers
may like to read the Inter na tional
Net work for the Avail abil ity of
Sci en tific Pub li ca tions News let ter
(www.inasp.info/newslet). This issue
covers the expe ri ences of an editor in
set ting up an E-journal (Afri can
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Jour nal of Bio tech nol ogy), the
avail abil ity of internet access at
Afri can uni ver si ties, and elec tronic
net works in Mexico. The resources
“Con sen sus state ment on good
edi to rial prac tice”, “How to write a
good sci en tific paper” and “How to
publish your research work” are
avail able from the INASP web site.

PA/EPS
On 6 Sep tem ber, the Pub lishers
Asso ci a tion (www.pub lish ers.org.uk)
together with Elec tronic Pub lishing
Ser vices started an online debate on
tra di tional pub lish ing. The debate,
the full title of which is “Google and
the book pub lish ers: is the age of
search bring ing excit ing new
oppor tu ni ties for pub lish ers, or is it
the begin ning of the end?”, is
planned to last for a min i mum of six
months and will fea ture spe cially
com mis sioned con tri bu tions from
lead ing fig ures in the inter na tional
pub lish ing and tech nol ogy indus tries. 

The debate will be mod er ated. If you
are inter ested in par tic i pat ing, con tact 
paul@thefridayproject.co.uk. The
debate can be fol lowed at www.
googledebate.com.

SfEP
The Soci ety for Edi tors and
Proof readers (www.sfep.co.uk) has
appointed the con sul tancy firm
Integra Com mu ni ca tions to over see
its UK public rela tions activ i ties. The
Soci ety feels that the cur rent debate
about modern lan guage usage (as
shown by the pop u lar ity of books
such as Eats, shoots & leaves by Lynne
Truss) and the intro duc tion of new
words and their usage high light the
con tri bu tion that pro fes sional edit ing
and proof read ing can make to the
acces si bil ity of writ ing.

STC (In dia)
The Indian branch of the Soci ety for
Tech ni cal Com mu ni ca tion
(www.stc-india.org) has car ried out a

web-based salary survey of tech ni cal
com mu ni ca tors work ing in India, 
investigating not only salary levels
but also aca demic back ground,
rel e vant train ing, years of expe ri ence, 
use of soft ware pro grams, etc. It
makes inter est ing read ing. The
survey shows that the aver age salary
of tech ni cal com mu ni ca tors has
increased by 22.2% com pared with
the aver age salary in 2003, and that
com mu ni ca tors with more expe ri ence 
enjoyed a sig nif i cantly greater
increase in their sal a ries than 
com mu ni ca tors with entry-level
skills. The salary levels of Indian
tech ni cal com mu ni ca tors are about
15% to 38% of those of their US
col leagues. At least 50% of  tech ni cal
com mu ni ca tions jobs in India are
cre ated by the outsourcing trend. 

Jane Sykes (j.sykes@wxs.nl) wel comes
news from soci et ies and national
bodies con cerned with edit ing,
writ ing or pub lish ing in the sci ences.

Forth com ing meet ings, courses and BELS ex am i na tions
In ter dis ci plin ary col lab o ra tion —
in ter na tional com mu ni ca tion
Med i ter ra nean Edi tors’ and
Trans la tors’ Meet ing
4–5 Novem ber 2005 Bar ce lona, Spain
(Con tact: ME Kerans, Universitat
Internacional de Catalunya, Health
Sci ences Fac ulty, Carrer Josep Trueta
s/n, 08195 Sant Cugat del Valles
(Bar ce lona), Spain; metameeting@
telefonica.net and mekerans@csc.
unica.edu; www.metmeetings.org/
index.htm)
Making your con tent pay: tai lor ing
your busi ness strat e gies to new
mar kets
ALPSP sem i nar
18 Novem ber 2005 Lon don, UK
(Con tact: Lesley Ogg, Asso ci a tion of
Learned and Pro fes sional Soci ety
Pub lishers, tel. +44 (0)1245 260 571,
events@alpsp.org;
www.alpsp.org/events.htm)
Preprint re pos i to ries and their
im pact on pub lish ing
ALPSP/SSP joint sem i nar
28 Novem ber 2005 Lon don, UK
Pro vi sional date. (Con tact: Lesley
Ogg, Asso ci a tion of Learned and
Pro fes sional Soci ety Pub lishers, tel.
+44 (0)1245 260 571, events@alpsp.
org; www.alpsp.org/events.htm)
The es sen tial med i cal ed i tor
SfEP pro fes sional devel op ment day
30 Novem ber 2005; London, UK
A rerun of the very pop u lar May
con fer ence on updat ing
med i cal/bio log i cal edit ing skills.
(Con tact/more details: Jane Ward,

con fer ence@sfep.org.uk; 
www.sfep.org.uk) 

2006
Jour nal pub lish ers’ fo rum
ALPSP meet ing
Jan u ary 2006 Lon don, UK
Date to be announced. (Con tact:
Lesley Ogg, Asso ci a tion of Learned
and Pro fes sional Soci ety Pub lishers,
tel. +44 (0)1245 260 571, events@
alpsp.org; www.alpsp. org)
The new pub lish ers
22nd Inter na tional Learned Jour nals
Sem i nar (ALPSP sem i nar)
31 March 2006 Lon don, UK
(Con tact: Lesley Ogg, Asso ci a tion of
Learned and Pro fes sional Soci ety
Pub lishers, tel. +44 (0)1245 260 571,
events@alpsp.org; www.alpsp.org)
CSE 49th an nual meet ing
19–23 May 2006 New Orleans, LA
(Con tact: 
CSE@councilscienceeditors.org or see
www.CouncilScienceEditors.org)

COURSES
ALPSP train ing courses, brief ings
and tech nol ogy up dates
ALPSP offers half-day and one-day
courses and updates on the role of the 
man ag ing editor, elec tronic
pub lish ing and mar ket ing, jour nal
mar ket ing, pro duc tion, ful fil ment
and finance, copy right, and related
topics. (Con tact: Amanda Whit ing,
Training Coor di na tor, Asso ci a tion of
Learned and Pro fes sional Soci ety
Pub lishers, tel. +44 (0)1865 247776,
train ing@alpsp.org;  www.alpsp-
train ing.org)
Style for re ports and pa pers in
med i cal and life-science jour nals
John Kirk man Com mu ni ca tion
Con sul tancy courses: London, UK
One-day sem i nars devoted to
dis cus sion of style — tac tics for
pro duc ing accu rate and read able
texts, not struc ture or format. Cost:
£148 + 17.5% VAT. (Con tact: Gill
Ward, JKCC, PO Box 106,
Marlborough, Wilts, SN8 2RU, UK;
tel. +44 (0)1672 520429, fax +44 (0)1672  
521008; kirk man.ramsbury@
btinternet.com)

Pub lishing Training Cen tre at Book
House
(Con tact: The Pub lishing Training
Centre at Book House, 45 East Hill,
Wands worth, London, SW18 2QZ,
UK; tel.+44 (0)20 8874 2718, fax +44
(0)20-8870 8985, pub lish ing.
train ing@bookhouse.co.uk; 
www.train4publishing.co.uk)
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The cul ture of sci ence ed it ing
9th EASE Con fer ence and
Gen eral Assem bly
15–18 June 2006 Kraków
The first cir cu lar for this meet ing
in Poland was dis trib uted to
mem bers and sub scrib ers with
the Feb ru ary issue of ESE. More
details due very soon. (Con tact:
Georgianna Oja,  ease@pp.inet.fi;
www.ease.org. uk)
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So ci ety for Ed i tors and Proof readers
work shops
SfEP runs one-day work shops in
London and occa sion ally else where
in the UK on copy-editing,
proof read ing, gram mar and much
else. (Training enqui ries: tel. +44 (0)20 
7736 0901, trainingenquiries@
sfep.org.uk. For other enqui ries see 
www.sfep.org.uk, or con tact SfEP,
Riv er bank House, 1 Putney Bridge
Approach, London SW6 3JD, UK; tel.
+44 (0)20 7736 3278; admin is tra tion@
sfep.org.uk)

So ci ety of In dexers work shops
The Soci ety of Indexers runs
work shops for begin ners and more
expe ri enced index ers in var i ous cities
in the UK. (Details and down load able 
book ing forms can be found at
www.index ers.org.uk; admin@
index ers.org.uk)
Tim Al bert Training
Courses on writ ing, sci ence writ ing
and set ting up pub li ca tions (for dates

etc. see www.timalbert.co.uk/
courses.htm). (Con tact Tim Albert
Training, 5 Cobham Road,
Leather head, Surrey, KT22 9AU, UK;
tel. +44 (0)1372 377848,  tim@
timalbert.co.uk)
Uni ver sity of Chi cago
Med i cal writ ing and edit ing
cer tif i cate programmes are among the 
many courses avail able at the:
Graham School of Gen eral Studies
(5835 S. Kimbark Avenue, Chi cago, IL 
60637-1608, USA; fax +1 773 702 6814,
http://grahamschool.uchicago.edu)

Uni ver sity of Ox ford, Dept for
Con tinuing Ed u ca tion
Courses on effec tive writ ing for
bio med i cal pro fes sion als and on
pre sent ing in biomedicine, sci ence
and tech nol ogy. (Con tact: Gaye
Walker, CPD Centre, Depart ment for
Con tinuing Edu ca tion, Uni ver sity of
Oxford, Suite 5, Littlegate House,
16/17 St Ebbes Street, Oxford OX1
1PT, UK; tel. +44 (0)1865-286953, fax

+44 (0)1865 286934, gaye.
walker@con tin u ing-education.ox.
ac.uk, www.conted.ox.ac.
uk/cpd/personaldev)

Board of Ed i tors in the Life Sci ences
(BELS) ex am i na tion sched ule
18 March 2006, Prince ton, NJ
20 May 2006, New Orleans, LA (CSE
meet ing)
17 June 2006, Kraków, Poland (EASE
meet ing)
25 Octo ber 2006, Albu quer que, NM
(AMWA meeting)
19 May 2007, Atlanta, GA (CSE) 
10 Octo ber 2007, Austin, TX 
(AMWA)
See www.bels.org, or con tact Leslie
Neistadt (Hughston Sports Med i cine
Foun da tion, Inc, 6262 Vet erans
Park way, Colum bus, GA 31909, USA;
neistadt@hughston. com, fax: +1 706
576 3348).
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Mem ber ship list ad di tions and changes
NEW AND
REPLACEMENT
MEMBERS

Cor po rate mem bers

Royal Pharmaceutical
Soci ety of Great Brit ain
Ms Lin-Nam Wang
1 Lambeth High Street
London, SE1 7JN
UK
Tel: +44 020 7572 2413
Fax: +44 020 7572 2504
lin-nam@pharmj.org.uk

Indi vid ual mem bers
Dr Emma Camp bell
5 Cottes loe Mews
London, SE1 7RU, UK
mailtoemma_c@yahoo.
co.uk
The Obste tri cian & 
Gynae colo gist
Alfons Tiñea Pla
Institut d'Estudis Cata lans
c/Carme 47
ES-08001 Bar ce lona, Spain
Tel: + 34 93 270 1629
Fax: + 34 93 270 1180
con tri bu tions@iecat.net

CHANGES
Dr JM Emeny
91 Fleckney Road
Kibworth Beauchamp
Leicestershire
LE8 0HH, UK
Tel: +44 (0)116 279 3600
 jemeny@globalnet.co.uk
Diana Epstein
Di-Ep Bio med i cal Edi to rial
Ser vices
10 Sandyford Place
Glas gow, G3 7NB, UK
Tel/fax: +44 141 616 9095
Diana.Epstein@di-ep.com

Col leen Hig gins
Trans la tion and Editing
Polanenstraat 33 - 1e verd.
NL-3062 KB  Rot ter dam
The Neth er lands
tinker.bell@open.net
Susan Mayer
29 Wheatlands
Haydon Wick
Swindon
Wiltshire, SN25 1RL, UK
Carol Norris
Haikararinne 2 B, B
FI-01450 Vantaa
Fin land
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Sci ence Ed i tors’ Hand book

The Sci ence Edi tors' Hand book resem bles its pre de ces sor, the Editerra
Edi tors' Hand book, in being issued in short chap ters that were pre vi ously
dis trib uted to mem bers only. In 2003, in addi tion to the 14 chap ters
already sent out (edited by PH Enckell), 33 new chap ters were added and
the set, edited by H Maisonneuve, PH Enckell, A Polderman, R Thapa and 
M Vekony, was given in a looseleaf binder to every one who attended the
EASE con fer ence in Bath in June 2003. Another chap ter was added in
Feb ru ary 2005. With the cur rent issue of ESE, mem bers should receive
three new chap ters and more will be sent out with the next issue in
Feb ru ary 2006.

 The Hand book is now on sale to non-members. The price for all chap ters
and the binder is £30.00 for addresses within Europe, £33.50 out side
Europe. The binder alone costs £7.50, or £11.00 out side Europe. Send
orders to the Sec re tary, Georgianna Oja, Nyyrikintie 14 A 1, FI-33540
Tampere, Fin land; ease@pp.inet.fi or sec re tary@ease.org.uk.

See www.ease.org.uk for the list of con tents.

mailto:ease@pp.inet.fi
mailto:tary@ease.org.uk
http://www.ease.org.uk
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9th EASE Con fer ence and Gen eral As sem bly, Kraków, Po land

15–18 June 2006

The con fer ence will include ple nary ses sions, sub mit ted papers and a
full social programme. There will be  eight ses sions for sub mit ted papers 
(abstracts are wel come). Work shops will be run in par al lel with the
con fer ence and reg is tra tion for these will be an optional extra.
The ple nary ses sions will be on the cul tural effect of impact fac tors, the
cul tural con se quences of elec tronic pub lish ing, cul tural dif fer ences in
text edit ing, and tar get ing the audi ence.

Kraków is a mag i cal city on the banks of the Wisla River. It has one of
the best-preserved medi eval city cen tres in Europe, with dozens of
churches cov er ing almost every archi tec tural period and sur rounded by
mon as ter ies and abbeys. It is served by most major Euro pean air lines
and some of the low-budget ones, includ ing easyJet which flies to
Kraków from Berlin (Schönefeld), Dortmund and Luton (UK).

Unlike the rest of Poland, Kraków sus tained little phys i cal damage during the Second
World War. Its mag nif i cent old quar ter is listed in UNESCO’s reg is ter of world cul tural and
her i tage sites. Its his tor i cal dis trict — the medi eval city estab lished in 1257 — boasts
numer ous world-class mon u ments, charm ing vistas, a delight ful atmo sphere, and great
res tau rants.

“Must-see” land marks in Kraków include the Grand Square, hub of the medi eval city; the
Basil ica of the Virgin Mary, with its sculp tural trea sures; the Town Hall Tower, from which
the trum pet signal known to every Pole is sounded; the Wawel Hill, with its castle and
cathe dral, a micro cosm of Polish his tory and cul ture; and scenic Kanonicza Street, which
has mostly pre served its exqui site Renais sance air and shape and is among Europe’s finest
streets.

Leo nardo da Vinci’s Lady with an Ermine is held in the Czartoryskich Museum, and the
Basil ica of the Virgin Mary con tains the larg est Gothic sculp ture in the world, con sist ing of
200 fine limewood sculp tures treated with colour and gold leaf. The gold-plated dome of
the Sigismund Chapel crowns argu ably the best exam ple of Renais sance art and
archi tec ture out side Italy. The Wawel cathe dral con tains one of the world’s larg est bells and
in the crypt are the royal tombs. Another trea sure is a 23,000-year-old hairy rhino that may
well be the envy of every museum of nat u ral his tory in the world; it can be found in the
Muzeum Przyrodnicze.

Kraków is a good base for excur sions to nearby sites, includ ing the salt mines at Wieliczka
and Zakopane, the big gest moun tain resort north of the Alps. Ojcow National Park, one of
the most attrac tive rec re ational areas in Europe, is just a 15-minute drive north west of
Kraków. Large wood lands, the 27,000-acre Puszcza Niepolomicka, stretch some 25 km east
from the city centre and con tain forest bison (zubr) rein tro duced to the area in 1936, while
stray deer — and foxes — can be seen any where on the out skirts of Kraków. 

More infor ma tion avail able soon. Or reg is ter inter est now via www.ease.org.uk

Town Hall Tower

http://www.ease.org.uk


Mem ber ship of EASE
EASE, the Euro pean Asso ci a tion of
Sci ence Edi tors, is open to edi tors of
pub li ca tions in the sci ences, to others
with respon si bil ity for edit ing or
 managing such pub li ca tions, or
work ing in any branch of sci en tific
com mu ni ca tion, and to indi vid u als
rep re sent ing sci en tific pub li ca tions or
pub lish ing bodies. EASE is
Euro pean-based but mem bers from
any coun try are wel come.

Pub li ca tions
Mem bers receive the jour nal Euro pean
Sci ence Editing with out charge (four
 issues/year). The sub scrip tion for non-
 members is GBP54, includ ing post age.

The Sci ence Edi tors’ Hand book is
given to mem bers when they join and
new chap ters are sent out when ready.
Non-members may buy copies too
(GBP30/GBP33.50 Europe/else where) .

Sub scrip tion rates (2006)
Mem ber ship is for a cal en dar year. For
those join ing late in the year
 membership may start from the
 following Jan u ary (please indi cate
your choice on the form).

The cost for indi vid ual mem bers in
2006 will be GBP66. Orga ni za tions
paying sub scrip tions for three or more 
named mem bers are accepted as
cor po rate mem bers: each person has
full mem ber ship priv i leges but copies
of the jour nal etc. are sent to one
member for dis tri bu tion within the
cor po rate group. Rates (GBP): £192 for
three people, £251 for four people,
£304 for five people, £363 for six
people, £416 for seven people and £59
each for eight or more mem bers.

EASE actively encour ages
spon sor ship of edi tors living in
coun tries with cur rency exchange
prob lems. If you wish to spon sor an
editor you can do so by adding GBP33
to your mem ber ship fee. You may
nom i nate some one  or some one will be 
chosen by the Secretary.

If you are retired and aged over 60,
please con tact the Sec re tary (reduced
sub scrip tion GBP33).

Mem bers who fail to pay the
 subscription after three requests will
be regarded as lapsed and will be
 removed from the mem ber ship list.
Mem bers who rejoin after laps ing may 

be charged an extra fee in  addition to
the cur rent year’s pay ment.
Methods of pay ment
(1) By credit card (Mastercard/VISA;
no other cards can be accepted).
(2) By cheque or bank draft pay able to 
“EASE”, drawn in ster ling on a bank
in the UK. Please arrange to pay all
bank charges, and ask your bank to
make sure that your name (or the
cor po rate rep re sen ta tive’s name)
appears on the cheque or an
accom pa ny ing advice note. Send
cheques/drafts to the EASE Sec re tar iat
by ordi nary, NOT reg is tered, mail.

Data Pro tec tion Act
To com ply with the UK Data Pro tec tion 
Act,  hold ers of  information entered on
a com puter must ask those  who
supply con tact details whether  they
agree to these being kept in this way.
Com ple tion of the appli ca tion form
will indicate that you agree to the
infor ma tion given being held on
com puter and pub lished in the jour nal
when you join or change your address.
If you do not want details to be
pub lished, please indi cate this. 
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APPLICATION FORM: MEMBERSHIP OF EASE, or jour nal sub scrip tion or Hand book pur chase
(You can also apply via the web site, www.ease.org.uk. If you com plete the form below, please type or print clearly)
r I/We wish to apply for indi vid ual/cor po rate mem ber ship of the Euro pean Asso ci a tion of Sci ence 

Edi tors, OR
r I/We wish to sub scribe to the jour nal as a non-member/non-members
Name and title (Pro fes sor, Dr, etc.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . · · · · · . . . . . · · · · · . . . . . . . . . .
Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Town . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Coun try . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Post code . . . . . . . . . Tel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   .  .  .  .
E-mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..  .  .  .
Full title of the main peri od i cal you edit (where rel e vant) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .

Job title (edi to rial), or free lance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
For cor po rate mem ber ship, list names and addresses etc.  sep a rately
Start mem ber ship  r Now, for the cur rent year;  OR r On 1 Jan u ary next
OR: I am apply ing r  as a retired member (£33); r  as a member and spon sor (£99)  
Non-member pay ments: r Euro pean Sci ence Editing (£54.00); r  Sci ence Edi tors’ Hand book (£30 in Europe; £33.50 else where)
Pay ment (see Methods of pay ment, above)
r Charge Mastercard/VISA, OR r Cheque/draft enclosed
Card number . . . . .  · · · · · · · · · · · · · Expiry date  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . . .
Print name/address used for card account, if dif fer ent from address above:
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Total enclosed or autho rized (see Sub scrip tion rates above): GBP . . . . .  .  .  Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sig na ture  (see sec tion above on Data Pro tec tion Act) · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·
p I do not want my e-mail address pub lished in Euro pean Sci ence Editing (see sec tion above on Data Pro tec tion Act)

Please send this form to: 
Georgianna Oja, EASE Sec re tar iat, Nyyrikintie 14 A 1, FIN-33540 Tampere, Fin land; 
fax +358 3 260 8606; e-mail: ease.@pp.inet.fi 

http://www.ease.org.uk
mailto:ease.@pp.inet.fi





